M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Kirby, Bl acknon To: Insurance

SENATE BILL NO 2573
(As Passed the Senate)

1 AN ACT TO REQUI RE THAT CERTAI N HEALTH | NSURANCE POLI Cl ES AND
2 THE STATE AND SCHOO. EMPLOYEES HEALTH | NSURANCE PLAN SHALL PROVI DE
3 RECONSTRUCTI VE SURGERY AFTER A MASTECTOW HAS BEEN PERFCORMED;, TO
4 PROVI DE THAT WRI TTEN NOTI CE OF THE AVAI LABI LI TY OF SUCH COVERAGE
5 SHALL BE DELI VERED TO THE POLI CYHOLDER UPON ENROLLMENT AND

6 ANNUALLY THEREAFTER, TO REQUI RE THAT CERTAI N HEALTH | NSURANCE

7 POICIES SHALL PROVI DE COVERAGE OF CERTAI N CANCER SCREENI NG

8 PROCEDURES; TO REQUI RE THAT CERTAIN HEALTH I NSURANCE POLI Cl ES

9 SHALL PROVI DE COVERAGE OF A M NI MUM CF 48 HOURS OF | NPATI ENT CARE
10 FOR A WOVAN FO LON NG A NORVAL MASTECTOWY; AND FOR RELATED

11 PURPCSES.

12 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
13 SECTION 1. The followi ng section shall be codified in

14 Chapter 9 of Title 85:

15 (1) As used in this section, the term "health insurance

16 issuer" neans any insurance conpany, hospital or nedical service
17 plan or any entity defined in Section 83-41-303(N), which offers
18 group or individual health insurance coverage in the State of

19 M ssi ssippi.
20 (2) A health insurance issuer providing health insurance
21 coverage in connection with a group or individual health plan that
22 provides nedical and surgical benefits with respect to a
23 mastectony shall provide an insured or enrollee who is receiving
24 benefits in connection with a nmastectony and who el ects breast
25 reconstruction in connection with such nastectomny, coverage for
26 all stages of reconstruction of the breast on which the mastectony
27 has been perforned; surgery and reconstruction of the other breast
28 to produce a synmetrical appearance; and prostheses and physi cal
29 conplications of mastectony, including | ynphedemas in a manner
30 determined in consultation with the attendi ng physician and the
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patient. Such coverage may be subject to annual deducti bl es and
coi nsurance provisions as may be deened appropriate and as are
consistent with those established for other benefits under the
pl an or coverage. Witten notice of the availability of such
coverage shall be delivered to the insured in the case of an

i ndi vidual policy, and to the certificate holder in the case of a
group policy, upon enroll nent.

(3) A health insurance issuer providing health insurance
coverage in connection with a group or individual health plan
shall provide notice to the naned insured in the case of an
i ndi vidual policy, and to each certificate holder in the case of a
group policy, regarding the coverage required by this section.
Such notice shall be in witing and prom nently positioned in any
l[iterature or correspondence nade avail able or distributed by the
heal th i nsurance issuer and shall be transmitted to the naned
insured or certificate holder not later than July 1, 2000. The
notice prescribed by this subsection shall be filed with and
approved by the Conm ssioner of Insurance before distribution by
t he heal th insurance issuer.

(4) A health insurance issuer offering group or individual
heal th i nsurance coverage in connection with a group health plan,
may not :

(a) Deny to a patient eligibility, or continued
eligibility, to enroll or to renew coverage under the terns of the
pl an solely for the purpose of avoiding the requirenents of the
section; or

(b) Penalize or otherwi se reduce or limt the
rei nbursenent of an attendi ng provider or provide incentives
(monetary or otherwise) to an attending provider to i nduce such
provider to provide care to an insured or enrollee in a manner
i nconsistent with this section.

(5) A health insurance issuer providing health insurance

coverage in connection with a group or individual health plan

shal | provide coverage for nmammopgrans, breast ultrasounds, pap

snears (lab and procedure bi opsi es, flexible signpidoscopies
henocult stool specinens, chest x-rays, CEA (blood tests for colon

cancer), CA 125 (blood tests for ovarian cancer), PSA (blood tests
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for prostate cancer t her nogr aphi es and col onoscopi es.

(6) (a) A health insurance issuer providing health

i nsurance coverage in connection with a group or individual health

pl an shall provide coverage of a mninmumof forty-eight (48) hours

of inpatient care for a wonan following a nornmal nmstectony.

(b) Any decision to shorten the length of inpatient

stay to less than that provided under this paragraph (a) of this

subsection shall be nmade by the attending providers after

conferring with the patient.

[ If a woman i s di scharged pursuant to paragraph (b

of this subsection prior to the inpatient | ength of stay provided

under paragraph (a) of this subsection, coverage shall be provided

for a followup visit within forty-eight (48) hours of discharqge.

Services provided shall be consistent with protocols and
qui del i nes devel oped by national professional organizations for

t hese services.

(7) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent a
heal th i nsurance issuer offering group or individual health
i nsurance coverage fromnegotiating the |evel and type of
rei nbursenent with a provider for care provided in accordance with
this section.

SECTION 2. The followi ng section shall be codified in
Chapter 15 of Title 25:

(1) The State and School Enpl oyees Heal th I nsurance Pl an
shall provide an enrollee who is receiving benefits in connection
with a mastectony and who el ects breast reconstruction in
connection with such mastectony, coverage for all stages of
reconstruction of the breast on which the nastectony has been
performed; surgery and reconstruction of the other breast to
produce a symretrical appearance; and prostheses and physi cal
conplications of mastectony, including |ynphedemas in a manner
determned in consultation with the attendi ng physician and the

patient. Such coverage may be subject to annual deducti bl es and
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coi nsurance provisions as may be deened appropriate and as are
consistent with those established for other benefits under the
plan. Witten notice of the availability of such coverage shal
be delivered to the certificate holder upon enrollnent and
annual ly thereafter.

(2) The State and School Enpl oyees Heal th I nsurance Pl an
shal |l provide notice to each enroll ee regarding the coverage
required by this section. Such notice shall be in witing and
prom nently positioned in any literature or correspondence made
avai l abl e or distributed by the plan and shall be transmtted to
the enrollee not later than July 1, 2000.

(3) The State and School Enployees Health I nsurance Plan may
not :

(a) Deny to a patient eligibility, or continued
eligibility, to enroll or to renew coverage under the terns of the
pl an solely for the purpose of avoiding the requirenents of the
section; or

(b) Penalize or otherwi se reduce or limt the
rei nbursenent of an attendi ng provider or provide incentives
(monetary or otherwise) to an attending provider to i nduce such
provider to provide care to an enrollee in a manner inconsistent
with this section.

(4) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent
the plan fromnegotiating the | evel and type of reinbursenment with
a provider for care provided in accordance with this section.

SECTI ON 3.

This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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