M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By:

OO~ WNE

\‘

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

Huggi ns To: Public Health and
Vel fare

SENATE BI LL NO. 2548

AN ACT TO PROVI DE QUALI FI CATI ONS FOR THE LI CENSURE OF
PHYSI CI AN ASSI STANTS; TO PROVI DE DEFI NI TIONS; TO AUTHORI ZE THE
STATE BOARD OF MEDI CAL LI CENSURE TO PROMULGATE RULES AND
REGULATI ONS RELATI NG TO THE PRACTI CE OF PHYSI CI AN ASSI STANTS; TO
AMEND SECTI ON 73-43-11, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, I N CONFORM TY
THERETGO, AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. (1) As used in this act:

(a) "Board" means the State Board of Medical Licensure.

(b) "Physician assistant” neans a person who neets the
board's criteria for licensure as a physician assistant and is
| i censed as a physician assistant by the board. Nothing in this
act authorizes the licensure of anesthesiol ogist's assistants.

(c) "Supervising physician” neans a doctor of nedicine
or a doctor of osteopathic nedicine who holds an unrestricted
license fromthe board, and who is in the full-tinme practice of
medi ci ne and who has been approved by the board to supervise
physi ci an assi stants.

(d) "Supervision" neans overseeing and accepting
responsibility for the nedical services rendered by a physician
assistant in a manner approved by the board. For new graduate
physi ci an assistants and all physician assistants receiving

initial licenses in the state, except those |icensed under
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subsection (2), supervision will require the on-site presence of a
supervi si ng physician for one hundred twenty (120) days.

(2) Al physician assistants who are enpl oyed as physici an
assistants by a Departnment of Veterans Affairs health care
facility or a branch of the United States mlitary or the Federal
Bureau of Prisons and are practicing as PAs in a federal facility
in Mssissippi on the date of enactnment will be eligible for
licensure if they submt an application for |icensure to the board
by Decenber 31, 2000. Physician assistants |icensed under this
provision will be eligible for |icense renewal so | ong as they
neet standard renewal requirenents.

(3) Prior to Decenber 31, 2004, applicants for physician
assistant |icensure, except those |icensed under subsection (2),
nmust be graduates of physician assistant educational prograns
accredited by the Comm ssion on Accreditation of Allied Health
Educati onal prograns or its predecessor or successor agency, and
have passed the certification exam nation adm nistered by the
Nat i onal Conmi ssion on Certification of Physician Assistants and
have current NCCPA certification and possess a mni numof a
baccal aureat e degree. Physician assistants neeting these
| icensure requirenments will be eligible for |icense renewal so
| ong as they neet standard renewal requirenents.

(4) On or after Decenber 31, 2004, applicants for physician
assistant |icensure nmust neet all the requirenents in subsection
(3) but in addition nust have obtained a mnimmof a master's
degree in a health-related or science field.

SECTION 2. The board shall pronul gate and publish reasonabl e

rul es and regul ati ons necessary to enable it to discharge its
functions and to enforce the provisions of |aw regulating the
practice of physician assistants. Such rules shall include, but

are not limted to: qualifications for licensure for physician
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assi stants, scope of practice of physician assistants, supervision
of physician assistants, identification of physician assistants,
and grounds for disciplinary actions and discipline of physician
assistants. However, nothing in this act nor in rules adopted by
t he board shall authorize physician assistants to adm ni ster or
nonitor general inhaled anesthesia, epidural anesthesia, spinal
anest hesia, or nonitored anesthesia as utilized in surgical
procedures. Should the board appoint a task force or conmttee to
address physician assistant regulation at | east one (1) nenber of
the task force shall be a nurse practitioner who is a nenber of
the M ssissippi Board of Nursing or a nurse practitioner appointee
selected by the board froma list of three (3) recommendati ons
submtted by the M ssissippi Nurses Association and at | east one
(1) menber shall be a physician assistant selected by the board
froma list of three (3) recommendati ons submitted by the
M ssi ssi ppi Acadeny of Physician Assi stants.

SECTION 3. Section 73-43-11, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as follows:[LR1]

73-43-11. The State Board of Medical Licensure shall have
the foll owi ng powers and responsibilities:

(a) Setting policies and professional standards

regardi ng the nedical practice of physicians, osteopaths,

podi atrists and physician assistants practicing with physician

supervi si on;

(b) Considering applications for |icensure;
(c) Conducting exam nations for |icensure;
(d) Investigating alleged violations of the nedical

practice act;
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(e) Conducting hearings on disciplinary matters
involving violations of state and federal |aw, probation,
suspensi on and revocation of |icenses;

(f) Considering petitions for term nation of
probati onary and suspension periods, and restoration of revoked
| i censes;

(g) To pronmul gate and publish reasonabl e rules and
regul ati ons necessary to enable it to discharge its functions and
to enforce the provisions of |law regulating the practice of
medi ci ne; and

(h) To enter into contracts with any other state or
federal agency, or with any private person, organization or group
capabl e of contracting, if it finds such action to be in the
public interest and in the furtherance of its responsibilities;
and

(i) Performthe duties prescribed by Sections 1 through

3 of this act.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.
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