M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Harden, Johnson (38th), Little, Mnor, To: Educati on;
Nunnel ee, Frazier, Walls, Jordan, Chanberlin Appropriations

COWM TTEE SUBSTI TUTE
FOR
SENATE BI LL NO. 2528

AN ACT ENTI TLED THE "M SSI SSI PPl SCHOOL SAFETY ACT OF 2000";
TO AMEND SECTI ONS 37-3-81 AND 37-11-53, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO DI RECT THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON | N COLLABORATI ON W TH
THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF STATE | NSTI TUTI ONS OF H GHER LEARNI NG TO
ESTABLI SH A SCHOOL SAFETY CENTER TO PROVI DE TECHNI CAL AND CRI SI S
ASSI STANCE TO SCHOOL DI STRI CTS AND TO REQUI RE LOCAL SCHOCL
DI STRI CTS TO ADOPT COVPREHENSI VE SCHOOL SAFETY PLANS; TO ESTABLI SH
A SCHOOL CRI SI'S MANAGEMENT PROGRAM W THI N THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATI ON, TO PROVI DE FOR A TEAM OF PROFESSI ONAL | NDI VI DUALS TO
10 RESPOND TO TRAUVATI C OR VI OLENT SI TUATI ONS THAT | MPACT STUDENTS
11 AND FACULTY IN THE PUBLI C SCHOOLS; TO PROVI DE PROCEDURES FOR THE
12 OPERATI ON OF THE PROGRAM AND TO AUTHORI ZE FUNDI NG FOR THE PROGRAM
13 TO CODI FY SECTION 37-11-54, M SSISSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO DI RECT
14 THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON TO DEVELOP CONFLI CT RESOLUTI ON AND
15 PEER MEDI ATI ON MODELS AND CURRI CULA IN THE PUBLI C SCHOOLS; TO
16 AVMVEND SECTION 37-11-18, M SSI SSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO ALLOW THE
17 PERI OD OF EXPULSI ON REQUI RED FOR STUDENTS POSSESSI NG A VWEAPON OR
18 CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE OR COWM TTI NG A VI CLENT ACT ON EDUCATI ONAL
19 PROPERTY TO BE LESS THAN A CALENDAR YEAR, TO AMEND SECTI ON
20 37-13-92, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO REQUI RE THE STATE
21 DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON TO DEVELOP A RI SK ASSESSMVENT PROCEDURE FOR
22  STUDENTS REFERRED TO ALTERNATI VE SCHOOL PROGRAMS, TO PRESCRI BE
23 ADDI TI ONAL COVPONENTS THAT MJUST BE | NCLUDED | N ALTERNATI VE SCHOOL
24  PROGRAMS, TO REQUI RE PERSONNEL | N ALTERNATI VE SCHOOLS TO BE
25 TRAINED I N DI SCI PLI NE TECHNI QUES, AND TO REQUI RE THE STATE
26 DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON TO SUBM T VARI QUS REPCRTS TO THE
27 LEGQ SLATURE CONCERNI NG ALTERNATI VE SCHOOL PROGRAMS; TO AMEND
28 SECTION 37-13-181, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO PRESCRI BE CERTAI N
29 COVPONENTS OF THE CHARACTER EDUCATI ON PROGRAMS | N THE PUBLI C
30 SCHOOLS; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

OCO~NOUITARWNE

31 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
32 SECTION 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the

33 "M ssissippi School Safety Act of 2000."
34 SECTION 2. Section 37-3-81, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
35 anended as foll ows:

36 37-3-81. (1) The Departnent of Education, in collaboration

37 wth the Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Hi gher

38 Learning, shall establish and maintain a School Safety Center,

39 which shall operate a statew de information clearinghouse that (a)

40 provides assistance to school districts and communities during
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school crisis; and (b) provides technical assistance, training and

current resources to public school officials and parents who need

assi stance in researching, devel opi ng and i npl enenti ng school

safety plans and in nmintaining a safe school environnent.

(2) The school board of each school district shall, with the

assi stance of the Departnent of Educati on School Safety Center,

adopt a conprehensive | ocal school district school safety plan,

and update the plan on an annual basis. The local school district

safety plan shall be devel oped by a task force appoi nted by the

| ocal school board which shall include, but not be linmted to,

representatives of the following: |aw enforcenent, parents,

t eachers, school counselors, school adnmi nistrators, physical plant

nanagers, energency nmanagenent personnel, the nedia and the

cleragy.

(3) The State Departnent of Education shall annually report

to the Speaker of the House of Representatives and the Lieutenant

Governor _on the operation of the School Safety Center, and the

status of local school district school safety plans, with any

recommendati ons for expansion or revision of the program

SECTION 3. Section 37-11-53, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows: [ CR1]

37-11-53. (1) A copy of the school district's discipline
pl an shall be distributed to each student enrolled in the district
and the parents, guardian or custodi an of such student shall sign
a statenment verifying that they have been given notice of the
di scipline policies of their respective school district. The

school district's discipline plan will include the annual | ocal

school district school safety plan adopted pursuant to Section

37-3-83(2), in aformwhich will informparents, |aw enforcenent,

ener gency nanagenent personnel and others of procedures to be

taken in the event of school violence or crisis situations. The

school board shall have its official discipline plan legally
audited on an annual basis to insure that its policies and
procedures are currently in conpliance with applicabl e statutes,
case | aw and state and federal constitutional provisions.

(2) Al discipline plans of school districts shall include,

but not be Iimted to, the foll ow ng:
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(a) A parent, guardian or custodian of a
conmpul sory-school -age child enrolled in a public school district
shall be responsible financially for his or her mnor childs
destructive acts agai nst school property or persons;

(b) A parent, guardian or custodian of a
conmpul sory-school -age child enrolled in a public school district
may be requested to appear at school by an appropriate school
official for a conference regarding acts of the child specified in
par agraph (a) of this subsection, or for any other discipline
conference regarding the acts of the child;

(c) Any parent, guardian or custodian of a
conmpul sory-school -age child enrolled in a school district who
refuses or willfully fails to attend such discipline conference
specified in paragraph (b) of this section my be sumobned by
proper notification by the superintendent of schools and be
required to attend such discipline conference; and

(d) A parent, guardian or custodian of a
conmpul sory-school -age child enrolled in a public school district
shal |l be responsible for any crimnal fines brought agai nst such
student for unlawful activity as defined in Section 37-11-29
occurring on school grounds.

(3) Any parent, guardian or custodian of a
conmpul sory-school -age child who (a) fails to attend a discipline
conference to which such parent, guardi an or custodi an has been
sumrmoned under the provisions of this section, or (b) refuses or
willfully fails to performany other duties inposed upon him or
her under the provisions of this section, shall be guilty of a
m sdeneanor and, upon conviction, shall be fined not to exceed Two
Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00).
(4) Any public school district shall be entitled to recover

damages in an anmount not to exceed Twenty Thousand Dol | ars
($20, 000. 00), plus necessary court costs, fromthe parents of any

m nor under the age of eighteen (18) years and over the age of six
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(6) years, who maliciously and willfully damages or destroys
property bel onging to such school district. However, this section
shall not apply to parents whose parental control of such child
has been renoved by court order or decree. The action authorized
in this section shall be in addition to all other actions which
the school district is entitled to maintain and nothing in this
section shall preclude recovery in a greater anmount fromthe m nor
or froma person, including the parents, for danages to which such
m nor or other person would otherw se be |iable.

SECTION 4. (1) There is established a School Crisis

Managenent Program whi ch shall be attached to the State Departnent
of Education. Under this program the State Departnent of
Education shall establish a rapid response team of personnel
trained in school safety and crisis managenent, to respond to
traumatic or violent situations that inpact students and faculty
in the public schools in Mssissippi. The School Crisis
Managenent Program shall neet the follow ng conditions:

(a) The basic rapid response team shall consist of
t hose personnel designated by the State Superintendent of
Educati on or his desi gnee depending on the size of the school and
the nature of the event, including, but not limted to, school
counsel ors, school social workers, school psychol ogists, clergy
and psychi atri sts.

(b) In order to access the services of a response team
t he request shall be nade by the |ocal school principal or the
superi ntendent of schools who shall nake the request to the State
Depart ment of Education, or its contact designee.

(c) The requesting school or school district shal
commt student tinme to the response team during the school day
either individually or in groups.

(d) A response teamshall enter a school to work with
students and faculty for no nore than a three-day period, unless

ot herwi se requested by the school district.
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(e) Rapid response teans shall be organi zed on a
regional basis in order to provide i medi ate access to these
servi ces.

(f) The State Departnment of Education, or its contact
desi gnee, shall operate a toll-free incom ng w de area tel ephone
service for the purpose of reporting suspected cases of school
vi ol ence, and other traumatic situations inpacting on students and
faculty in the public schools.

(g) Subject to the availability of funds specifically
appropriated therefor by the Legislature, the expenses of the
rapid response teans and their adm nistrative support shall be
provided fromstate funds, and the State Departnent of Education
may apply for and expend funds for the support and nai ntenance of
this programfromprivate and other fundi ng sources.

(2) Local school districts, school superintendents and
principals shall be fully authorized to request and utilize the
services of rapid response teans provided for under this section.

This section shall not be construed to require school officials
to request the services of rapid response teans provided for under
this section.

SECTION 5. The follow ng provision shall be codified as
Section 37-11-54, M ssissippi Code of 1972.

37-11-54. The State Board of Education shall develop a |ist
of recommended conflict resolution and nediation material s,
nodel s, and curricula that address responsi bl e decision nmaking,

t he causes and effects of school violence and harassnent, cultural
di versity, and nonviol ent nmethods for resolving conflict,

i ncl udi ng peer nedi ation, and shall nmake the list available to

| ocal school administrative units and school buil dings by the

begi nni ng of the 2001- 2002 school year. |In developing this |ist

t he board shall enphasize materials, nodels and curricul a that
currently are being used in Mssissippi and that the board

determnes to be effective. The board shall include at | east one
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(1) nodel that includes instruction and gui dance for the voluntary
i npl enent ati on of peer nediation prograns and one (1) nodel that
provi des instruction and gui dance for teachers concerning the
integration of conflict resolution and nmediation | essons into the
exi sting classroom curricul um

SECTION 6. Section 37-11-18, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows: [ LH2]

37-11-18. Any student in any school who possesses any
control |l ed substance in violation of the Uniform Controlled
Substances Law, a knife, handgun, other firearm or any other
i nstrument considered to be dangerous and capabl e of causing
bodily harmor who comrmits a violent act on educational property,
as defined in Section 97-37-17, shall be subject to automatic
expul sion for up to a cal endar year by the superintendent or
princi pal of the school in which the student is enroll ed;
provi ded, however, that the superintendent of the school shall be
authorized to nodify the period of time for such expul sion on a
case by case basis. Such expulsion shall take effect imediately
subject to the constitutional rights of due process, which shal
i nclude the student's right to appeal to the |ocal school board.

SECTION 7. Section 37-13-92, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-13-92. (1) * * * The school boards of all school
districts shall establish, maintain and operate, in connection
with the regul ar progranms of the school district, an alternative
school programfor, but not limted to, the follow ng categories
of conpul sory-school -age students:

(a) Any conpul sory-school -age child who has been
suspended for nore than ten (10) days or expelled from school,
except for any student expelled for possession of a weapon or
ot her fel oni ous conduct;

(b) Any conpul sory-school -age child referred to such

alternative school based upon a docunented need for placenent in
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the alternative school programby the parent, |egal guardi an or
custodi an of such child due to disciplinary problens; and

(c) Any conpul sory-school -age child referred to such
alternative school program by the dispositive order of a
chancel | or or youth court judge, with the consent of the
superintendent of the child s school district.

(2) The principal or program adm nistrator of any such
alternative school programshall require verification fromthe
appropri ate gui dance counsel or of any such child referred to the
alternative school programregarding the suitability of such child
for attendance at the alternative school program Before a
student may be renoved to an alternative school education program
t he superintendent of the student's school district nust determ ne
that the witten and distributed disciplinary policy of the |ocal
district is being followed. The policy shall include standards
for:

(a) The renoval of a student to an alternative
education programthat will include a process of educational
review to devel op the student's individual instruction plan and
the evaluation at regular intervals of the student's educati onal
progress; the process shall include classroomteachers and/or
ot her appropriate professional personnel, as defined in the
district policy, to ensure a continuing educational program for
t he renoved student;

(b) The duration of alternative placenent; and

(c) The notification of parents or guardians, and their
appropriate inclusion in the renoval and eval uati on process, as
defined in the district policy. Nothing in this paragraph should
be defined in a manner to circunvent the principal's or the
superintendent's authority to renove a student to alternative
educati on.

(3) The State Departnent of Education shall develop a risk

assessnent procedure and appropriate forns to be used with each
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child referred to the alternative school program The risk

assessnent procedure shall include a review of the foll ow ng

i nformati on:

(a) The child's results on the npst recent standardi zed

tests;

(b) The child's grade | evel achievenent in readi ng and

mat henmati cs;

(c) Recommendations of the child' s teacher or teachers

concerning an individual instruction plan for the child; and

(d) A history of the child's behavioral problens.

(4) The local school board or the superintendent shal
provi de for the continuing education of a student who has been
removed to an alternative school program

(5) A school district, inits discretion, may provide a
program of general educational devel opnent (GED) preparatory
instruction in the alternative school program However, any CGED
preparation programoffered in an alternative school program nmust
be adm nistered in conpliance with the rules and regul ati ons
established for such prograns under Sections 37-35-1 through
37-35-11 and by the State Board for Conmunity and Juni or Coll eges.
The school district may adm ni ster the General Educati onal
Devel opnent (GED) Testing Program under the policies and
gui delines of the GED Testing Service of the American Council on
Education in the alternative school programor may authorize the
test to be adm nistered through the comunity/junior college
district in which the alternative school is situated.

(6) Any such alternative school program operated under the
authority of this section shall neet all appropriate accreditation
requi renents of the State Departnent of Educati on.

(7) The alternative school program may be held within such
school district or may be operated by two (2) or nore adjacent
school districts, pursuant to a contract approved by the State

Board of Education. Wen two (2) or nore school districts
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contract to operate an alternative school program the school
board of a district designated to be the lead district shall serve
as the governing board of the alternative school program
Transportation for students attending the alternative school
program shall be the responsibility of the local school district.
The expense of establishing, maintaining and operating such
alternative school program nay be paid from funds contributed or
ot herwi se nmade available to the school district for such purpose
or fromlocal district maintenance funds.

(8) The State Board of Education shall pronul gate m ni mum
gui delines for alternative school prograns. The guidelines shal
require, at a mninum the forrulation of an individual
instruction plan for each student referred to the alternative
school program and, upon a determnation that it is in a student's
best interest for that student to receive general educational
devel opnent (CGED) preparatory instruction, that the |ocal school
board assign the student to a CGED preparatory program established
under subsection (5) of this section. The m nimum gui delines for
alternative school prograns shall also require that the foll ow ng

conponents be nade available to students through the school or

t hrough referral to appropriate service providers:

(a) Cear guidelines and procedures for placenent of
students into alternative education prograns which at a m ni num
shal | prescribe due process procedures for disciplinary and
general educational devel opnent (CGED) pl acenent;

(b) dear and consistent goals for students and
parents;

(c) Curricula addressing cultural and | earning style
di fferences;

(d) Direct supervision of all activities on a closed
canpus;

(e) Full-day attendance with a rigorous workl oad and

mninmal tinme off;
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309 (f) Selection of programfrom options provided by the
310 local school district, D vision of Youth Services or the youth
311 court, including transfer to a community-based alternative school;
312 (g) Continual nonitoring and eval uation and formalized

313 passage fromone step or programto another;

314 (h) A notivated and culturally diverse staff;

315 (1) Counseling services for parents and students;

316 (j) Alcohol and drug treatnment, if needed;

317 (k) Socio-interaction analysis and intervention;

318 (I) Values clarification instruction;

319 (m Acadeni c_and work goal s devel opnent;

320 (n) Intensive instruction in reading and mathemati cs,

321 if needed;

322 (o) Behavior nodification plans;

323 (p) Assistance fromother public agencies, as needed:;
324 (g) Mentoring;

325 (r) Goals for returning to the ordinary classroom or

326 workforce;

327 (s) Exit strateqgy that includes a conplete report of

328 the outcone of a student's alternative program placenent for the

329 student's cunul ati ve school record;

330 (t) Continued nonitoring for no less than one (1) year

331 following release fromthe program

332 (u) Admnistrative and community support for the
333 program and
334 (v) Cdear procedures for annual alternative school

335 programreview and eval uation. Paynment for any services not

336 provided by the school shall be the responsibility of the

337 parent(s) or quardian of the child.

338 (9) On request of a school district, the State Departnent of
339 Education shall provide the district informational material on
340 devel oping an alternative school programthat takes into

341 consideration size, wealth and existing facilities in determning
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a program best suited to a district.

(10) Any conmpul sory-school -age child who becones involved in
any crimnal or violent behavior shall be renmoved from such
alternative school programand, if probable cause exists, a case
shall be referred to the youth court.

(11) The State Board of Education, in its discretion, may
exenpt not nore than four (4) school district alternative schoo
progranms in the state from any conpul sory standard of
accreditation for a period of three (3) years. During this
period, the State Departnment of Education shall conduct a study of
all alternative school progranms in the state, and on or before
January 1, 2000, shall devel op and promul gate accreditation
standards for all alternative school prograns, including any
recommendati ons for necessary legislation relating to such
alternative school prograns.

(12) The State Departnent of Education shall develop a

programto assure that all personnel assigned to alternative

school progranms have had training in current discipline and

behavi or nodi fication techni gues to adequately address the

specific problens associated with students assigned to the

alternative school program |In addition, the departnent shal

devel op a recruitnent programto attract highly qualified and

highly notivated adm ni strators and teachers for alternative

school prograns.

(13) The State Departnment of Education shall prepare a

report to be subnmitted to the Legislature in January of each year

on the status of each alternative school programin the state.

The report shall include, but not be linmted to, the follow ng

i nformati on:

(a) The nunber of students assigned to each alternative

school program

(b) Pertinent data on students as indicated on risk

assessnents;

S. B. No. 2528
00\ SS26\ R824CsS. 2
PAGE 11



375
376
377
378
379
380
381
382
383
384
385
386
387
388
389
390
391
392
393
394
395
396
397
398
399
400
401
402
403
404
405
406
407

(c) The nunber of personnel assigned to the alternative

school programs, including licensure, experience and training

| evel s;

(d)  Progress reports, including specific

recommendati ons and problens with the alternative school prograns

whi ch need to be addressed; and

(e) Follow through data on students exiting the

alternative school prograns.

In addition, the initial report also shall include the

feasibility of having each alternative school program desi gnated

or _conducted as a charter school, or managed according to charter

school concepts and procedures.

(14) The State Departnent of Education shall research the

opi nions of M ssissippi public school teachers concerning the

i npact _of inclusion on the discipline problens of nonspeci al

educati on cl assroom t eachers. Based upon such research, the

depart nent shall prepare and subnit a report of its findings to

the Legislature in January 2001.

SECTI ON 8. Section 37-13-181, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows: [ CR3]

37-13-181. The |l ocal school boards of the public school
districts, in their discretion, may devel op and inplenent, at the
begi nni ng of the 1999- 2000 school year, a conprehensive program
for character education in Gades K-12. The definition of the
character traits chosen by the school district for inplenentation
shall reflect and be in keeping with both the spirit and the
letter of the foll ow ng foundi ng docunments: the M ssissipp
Constitution of 1890; the Constitution of the United States of
Anerica; the Declaration of |Independence; and state and federal
law. A public school may not define or teach character or
character traits in any manner that m ght pronote or encourage
students to participate in conduct that would violate any state or

federal law This program of character education shall focus on

S. B. No. 2528
00\ SS26\ R824CsS. 2
PAGE 12



408 students' devel opnent of the following character traits: courage,

409 patriotism citizenship, honesty, pride in quality work, fairness,

410 respect for and obedience to the |law, respect for others,

411 ki ndness, cooperation, self-respect, self-control, courtesy,

412 conpassion, diligence, generosity, punctuality, cleanliness,

413 cheerful ness, school pride, respect for the environnent, patience,

414 creativity, sportsmanship, loyalty and perseverance. Sai d program

415 of character education shall include the Pledge of Alleqgiance to

416 the flag as required in Section 37-13-7, M ssissippi Code of 1972.

417 SECTION 9. This act shall take effect and be in force from
418 and after July 1, 2000.
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