M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Frazier To: Finance

SENATE BI LL NO. 2467

1 AN ACT TO CREATE A NEW CODE SECTI ON 27-19-56. 15, M SSI SSI PPI
2 CODE OF 1972, TO AUTHORI ZE THE | SSUANCE OF DI STI NCTI VE LI CENSE

3 TAGS I N SUPPORT OF THE M SSI SSI PPI COW SSI ON FOR VOLUNTEER

4 SERVI CE AND THE STATE H GHWAY FUND;, TO PROVI DE THAT A PORTI ON OF
5 THE FEES COLLECTED FOR SUCH DI STI NCTI VE LI CENSE TAGS SHALL BE

6 DI STRIBUTED TO THE M SSI SSI PPI COW SSI ON FOR VOLUNTEER SERVI CE

7 AND THE STATE H GHWAY FUND; TO PROVI DE CERTAI N REQUI REMENTS THAT
8 MJST BE SATI SFI ED BEFORE DI STI NCTI VE LI CENSE TAGS OR PLATES

9 AUTHORI ZED BY THI S ACT, OR FUTURE LEQ SLATI ON, W LL BE PREPARED,
10 TO AMEND SECTI ON 43-55-29, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, I N CONFORM TY
11 TO THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S ACT; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

12 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
13 SECTION 1. The followi ng shall be codified as Section

14 27-19-56.15, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

15 27-19-56.15. (1) Any owner of a notor vehicle who is a

16 resident of this state, upon paynent of the road and bridge

17 privilege taxes, ad valoremtaxes and registration fees as

18 prescribed by |law for private carriers of passengers, pickup

19 trucks and ot her noncommerci al notor vehicles, and upon paynent of
20 an additional fee in the anbunt provided in subsection (3) of this
21 section, shall be issued a distinctive |icense tag for each notor
22 vehicle registered in his nanme identifying such person as a
23 supporter of the M ssissippi Comm ssion for Vol unteer Service.
24 The distinctive license tags so issued shall be of such col or and
25 design as the State Tax Conm ssion, with the advice of the
26 M ssissippi Comm ssion on Vol unteer Service, may prescribe and
27 shall consist of such letters or nunbers, or both, as may be
28 necessary to distinguish each |icense tag.
29 (2) Application for the distinctive license tags authorized
30 by this section shall be made to the county tax collector on forns
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prescri bed by the State Tax Commi ssion. The application and the
addi tional fee inposed under subsection (3) of this section, |ess
five percent (5% thereof to be retained by the tax collector,
shall be remtted to the State Tax Comm ssion within seven (7)
days of the date the application is nade. The portion of the
additional fee retained by the tax collector shall be deposited
into the county general fund.

(3) Beginning with any registration year conmenci ng on or
after July 1, 2000, any person applying for a distinctive |icense
tag under this section shall pay an additional fee in the anount
of Thirty Dollars ($30.00) for each distinctive |license tag
applied for under this section, which shall be in addition to al
ot her taxes and fees. The additional fee paid shall be for a
period of time to run concurrent with the vehicle' s established
license tag year. The additional fee is due and payable at the
time the original application is made for a distinctive |icense
tag under this section and thereafter annually at the tine of
renewal registration as long as the owner retains the distinctive
license tag. |If the owner does not wish to retain the distinctive
license tag, he nust surrender it to the local county tax
col l ector.

(4) The State Tax Comm ssion shall deposit all fees into the
State Treasury on the day collected. At the end of each nonth
the State Tax Comm ssion shall certify to the State Treasurer the
total fees collected under this section fromthe issuance of the
distinctive |license tags issued under this section. The State
Treasurer shall distribute an amount equal to Seven Dollars
($7.00) of the additional fees collected for each such distinctive
license tag i ssued under this section to the State General Fund,
and the remai nder of such additional fees collected shall be
distributed by the State Treasurer as foll ows:

(a) Twenty Dollars ($20.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be deposited into the M ssissippi Comm ssion for
Vol unt eer Service Fund created under Section 43-55-29.

(b) The remai nder of each such additional fee shall be

deposited to the credit of the State H ghway Fund to be expended
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solely for the repair, naintenance, construction or reconstruction
of hi ghways.

(5 A regular license tag nust be properly displayed as
required by law until replaced by a distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The regular license tag nust be surrendered to the
tax coll ector upon issuance of the distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The tax collector shall issue up to two (2) license
decal s for each distinctive license tag issued under this section,
which will expire the sane nonth and year as the regular |icense
t ag.

(6) In the case of loss or theft of a distinctive |icense
tag i ssued under this section, the owner nay nmake application and
affidavit for a replacenent distinctive |icense tag as provided by
Section 27-19-37. The fee for a replacenent distinctive |license
tag shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00). The tax collector receiving
such application and affidavit shall be entitled to retain and
deposit into the county general fund five percent (5% of the fee
for such replacenent |icense tag and the renmai nder shall be
distributed in the sane manner as funds fromthe sale of regular
distinctive |icense tags issued under this section.

SECTION 2. (1) For any distinctive license tag or plate

aut horized by the Legislature fromand after July 1, 2000,
including the distinctive license tag authorized in Section 1 of
this act, the requirenents of this section nust be satisfied
before the State Tax Comm ssion prepares and issues any such
license tag or plate. The organization or other entity for which
the Legislature authorized the distinctive |icense tag or plate
must submit proof satisfactory to the State Tax Commi ssion that at
| east one hundred (100) such |license tags or plates will be

pur chased and nust deposit with the comm ssion an anobunt necessary
to purchase one hundred (100) such license tags or plates. The
organi zation or other entity for which the Legislature authorized

the distinctive license tag or plate nust satisfy the requirenents
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of this subsection (1) within two (2) years after the effective
date of the |aw authorizing the license tag or plate in order for
the license tag or plate to be prepared and issued.

(2) If the organization or other entity for which the
Legi slature authorized the distinctive license tag or plate
satisfies the requirenents of subsection (1) of this section, the
State Tax Conm ssion shall prepare and issue the distinctive
license tag or plate. |If the State Tax Conm ssion prepares and
i ssues a distinctive license tag or plate for the organization or
ot her entity, the comm ssion shall review the nunber of such
license tags or plates issued during the period for the |icense
tag or plate series. |If the nunber of distinctive |icense tags or
plates falls bel ow one hundred (100) in the | ast year of the
series, the license tag or plate shall be discontinued at the end
of the period for the series.

(3) If adistinctive license tag or plate is discontinued
under subsection (2) of this section, the organi zation or other
entity for which the license tag or plate was di scontinued may
prepare a distinctive license tag or plate decal. The distinctive
license tag or plate decal shall be of such size, color and design
as nmay be agreed upon by the organi zation or other entity and the
State Tax Conmm ssion. However, the State Tax Conm ssion shal
have final approval of the size, color and design of the decal.
The distinctive license tag or plate decals shall be prepared and
sold by the organization or other entity, and the proceeds derived
fromthe sale of such decals shall be retained by the organization
or other entity for use deened appropriate by the organization or
ot her entity.

(4) This section shall not apply to distinctive |icense tags
or plates authorized for the Governor and Lieutenant Governor and
former Governors and Lieutenant Governors in Section 27-19-45,

M ssi ssi ppi Code of 1972, or to distinctive |icense tags and

pl ates aut horized in Sections 27-19-46, 27-19-51, 27-19-53,
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27-19-54, 27-19-56.3, 27-19-56.5, 27-19-56.12, 27-19-56.13 or
27-19-169, M ssissippi Code of 1972.

SECTI ON 3. Section 43-55-29, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

43-55-29. (1) There is established in the State Treasury a
fund known as the "M ssissippi Comm ssion for Vol unteer Service
Fund" (hereinafter referred to as "fund"). The fund shall consi st
of noni es obtained fromcontributions nade pursuant to Section

27-7-90 and fromthe additional fees coll ected under Section

27-19-56.15. Mnies in the fund, upon appropriation by the

Legi sl ature, nay be expended by the M ssissippi Comm ssion for
Vol unteer Service, established in Section 43-55-3, to carry out
t he purposes of Sections 43-55-1 through 43-55-27. Unexpended
anounts remaining in the fund at the end of the fiscal year shal
not |apse into the State General Fund, and any interest earned on
anounts in the fund shall be deposited to the credit of the fund.
SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2000.
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