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SENATE BILL NO 2461
(As Sent to Governor)

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 73-6-17, 73-6-5, AND 73-6- 34,
M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO REVI SE THE FEES FOR APPLI CATI ON
EXAM NATI ON AND | SSUANCE AND RENEWAL OF CERTI FI CATES BY THE STATE
BOARD OF CHI ROPRACTI C EXAM NERS; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. Section 73-6-17, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows: [ RDD1]

73-6-17. The State Board of Chiropractic Exam ners shal
charge the followi ng fees for application, exam nation and

i ssuance of certificates: application, One Hundred Dollars

($100.00); exam nation and issuance of certificate, Two Hundred

Dol lars ($200.00) for all applicants * * *; provi ded, however,

t hat resident and nonresident applicants shall have first
successfully conpleted parts 1, 2, 3 and 4 and the physi cal
nodal ity section of the exam nation prepared by the National Board
of Chiropractic Exam ners.

Every registered chiropractor in order to continue the
practice of chiropractic shall pay annually to the secretary of
the board a registration renewal fee of not nore than Three

Hundred Dol l ars ($300.00) and, in addition to such renewal fee,

shall be required to file with the secretary of the board a
certificate, certified by a state board and state associ ation,
verifying his attendance at a course of study approved by the

board consisting of not less than twelve (12) hours of instruction

in the | atest devel opnents in the practice of chiropractic of
which at |east three (3) hours shall be instruction in the subject

of risk managenent. Provided, that any chiropractor who has
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reached the age of seventy-five (75) years and is not
participating in an active practice shall not be required to pay

said renewal fee or submt the twelve (12) hours of continuing

education. Any chiropractor who has received a certificate of
licensure in this state under the provisions of Section 73-6-21
shall be in good standing in the state of his original licensure
in order to renew his certificate in this state, and the board
shall refuse to renew the certificate of any such chiropractor
whose |icense has been suspended or revoked for cause in the state
of his original licensure. 1In case of failure to pay the renewal
fee, the board may revoke such certificate after giving sixty (60)
days' notice to the holder who, within such period, may renew such
certificate upon paynment of the delinquent fee with a speci al
processi ng charge of not nore than Three Hundred Dol | ars
($300.00). Lack of participation in active practice for a period
of less than two (2) years, except when a doctor is in active
mlitary duty, shall not deprive the holder of the right to renew
such certificate, w thout exam nation, upon the paynent of al
| apsed fees and proof of required continuing education hours.

SECTION 2. Section 73-6-5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

73-6-5. (1) The State Board of Chiropractic Exam ners shal
select by election fromits nmenbership a chairman and vice
chai rman who shall hold their respective offices for a period of
one (1) year. A mpjority of the nmenbers of the board may sel ect
an executive secretary; and may hire such ot her enpl oyees,
i ncluding an attorney, needed to inplenent the provisions of this
chapter. The board shall hold regular neetings for exam nation
begi nni ng on the second week of January and July of each year; and
may hol d additional neetings at such tinmes and places as it deens
necessary, but not to exceed twelve (12) tinmes during its initial
cal endar year and not nore than four (4) tinmes during any
subsequent cal endar year. The July neeting shall be held in the
City of Jackson. A nmgjority of the board shall constitute a
guorum and the concurrence of a majority of the nenbers of the
board shall be required to grant or revoke a license. The board

shal | make such rules and regulations as is necessary to carry out
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the provisions of this chapter, and a copy of these rules and
regul ations as well as all changes thereto shall, upon passage, be
sent to all practitioners |icensed hereunder.

(2) The State Board of Chiropractic Exam ners shall be
authorized to certify to the State Departnment of Health those
chiropractic assistants who are exenpt fromregistration under
Section 41-58-3(7)(d) as having conpl eted continui ng education
requi renents and charge a fee of not nore than Fifty Dollars

($50.00) biennially to each individual whomthe board certifies,

as required under Section 41-58-5(4)(f). The board shall be
authorized to establish educational qualifications and continuing
education requirenments for chiropractic assistants that
participate in direct patient care. Chiropractic radiol ogical
technol ogi sts are not exenpt fromthese continuing education
requirenents.

SECTION 3. Section 73-6-34, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as fol |l ows: [ RDD2]

73-6-34. (1) "Cdains review' and/or "independent
exam nations” are defined as services for third-party entities for
t he purpose of rendering a decision on chiropractic insurance
cl ai ns.

(2) Nothing in this section shall prohibit an insurance
conpany or its designees fromtaking adverse action based upon
reviewing a claimif it is determ ned that the services rendered
are not covered under the insurance plan's schedul e of benefits or
the services are subject to the insurance plan's excl usions and/or
l[imtations. No determ nation adverse to a chiropractic patient
or doctor of chiropractic shall be nmade on any question rel ating
to the necessity or justification of any formof health care
services without prior evaluation and concurrence in the adverse
determ nation by a chiropractor |icensed to practice in
M ssi ssippi and neeting the following criteria:

(a) Present proof of three hundred (300) hours of study
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in insurance claimreview by a course of study recogni zed by the
M ssi ssippi State Chiropractic Exam ning Board. Such proof is to
be filed with the Executive Secretary of the M ssissippi State
Board of Chiropractic Exam ners.

(b) Present proof to the Executive Secretary of the
M ssi ssippi State Board of Chiropractic Exam ners ten (10) hours
of continuing education each fiscal year in the instruction or
devel opnents in clains review, which nust be approved by the
M ssi ssi ppi State Board of Chiropractic Exam ners.

(c) Those chiropractors active in doing clains review
five (5) years prior to the enactnment of this laww ||l be exenpt
fromthe three hundred (300) hours educational requirenents.
Those chiropractors qualifying under subsection (c) of this
section nmust show proof of one hundred (100) hours of study in
clainms reviews or related subjects, and neet all other
requirenents.

(d) The M ssissippi State Board of Chiropractic
Exam ners shall issue a certificate to those chiropractors

qual ifying under this law,_ and may charge a fee of Twenty-five

Dol lars ($25.00) to each individual whomthe board certifies.

(e) Any chiropractor not conplying with this act wll
be subject to disciplinary action by the M ssissippi State Board
of Chiropractic Exam ners.

(3) No chiropractor shall engage in chiropractic clains
revi ew or independent exam nations on or after March 19, 1999
unl ess he has net all requirenents in this section.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2000.
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