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Johnson (19th) To: Elections

SENATE BI LL NO. 2453

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 23-15-265, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO PROVI DE THAT THE COW SSI ONERS OF ELECTI ON OF EACH COUNTY SHALL
APPO NT THE PRECI NCT MANAGERS FOR PRI MARY ELECTI ONS; TO AMEND
SECTI ON 23-15-335, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE THAT THE
COMM SSI ONERS OF ELECTI ON SHALL DESI GNATE ONE MANAGER TO RECEI VE
AND RECEI PT FOR THE BLANK BALLOTS TO BE USED AT A PRECINCT IN A
PRI MARY ELECTI ON; TO AMEND SECTI ONS 23-15-129 AND 23-15- 263,
M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, IN CONFORM TY THERETG, AND FOR RELATED
PURPGOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. Section 23-15-265, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:

23-15-265. The conmi ssioners of election of each county

shall nmeet not less than two (2) weeks before the date of any
primary el ection and appoi nt the managers and cl erks for
same * * *.  The nunber of nanagers and cl erks appointed by the

conni ssioners of election shall be the sane nunber as

commi ssioners of election are allowed to appoint pursuant to

Sections 23-15-231 and 23-15-235. |f the conmmi ssioners of

election fail to neet on the date naned, supra, further notice
shall be given of the tinme and place of neeting.

SECTION 2. Section 23-15-335, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

23-15-335. The county executive commttee shall designate a
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person whose duty it shall be to distribute all necessary ballots

for use in a primary election * * *_ The comm ssi oners of

el ection shall designate one (1) anong the nanagers at each
polling place to receive and receipt for the blank ballots to be
used at that place. When the blank ballots are delivered to a
| ocal manager, the distributor shall take fromthe |ocal nanager a
recei pt therefor signed in duplicate by both the distributor and
t he manager, one of which receipts the distributor shall deliver
to the circuit clerk and the other shall be retained by the |ocal
manager and said | ast nentioned duplicate receipt shall be
enclosed in the ballot box with the voted ballots when the polls
have been cl osed and the votes have been counted. The printer of
the ballots shall take a receipt fromthe distributor of the
ballots for the total nunber of the blank ballots delivered to the
distributor. The printer shall secure all ballots printed by him
in such a safe manner that no person can procure them or any of
them and he shall deliver no blank ballot or ballots to any
person except the distributor above nentioned, and then only upon
his recei pt therefor as above specified. The distributor of the
bl ank ballots shall so securely hold the same that no person can
obtain any of them and he shall not deliver any of themto any
person other than to the authorized | ocal nanagers and upon their
respective receipts therefor. The executive comrittee shall see
to it that the total blank ballots delivered to the distributor
shall correspond with the total of the receipts executed by the
| ocal managers. Any person charged with any of the duties
prescribed in this section who shall willfully or with cul pable
carel essness violate the sane shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor
SECTION 3. Section 23-15-129, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

23-15-129. The conmi ssioners of election and the registrars
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of the respective counties are hereby directed to make an

adm ni strative division of the pollbook for each county

i mredi ately foll owi ng any reapportionment of the M ssissipp

Legi slature or any realignnment of supervisors districts, if
necessary. Such an admi nistrative division shall form

subpreci ncts whenever necessary w thin each voting precinct so
that all persons within a subprecinct shall vote on the sane
candi dates for each public office. Separate pollbooks for each
subpreci nct shall be nmade. The polling place for all subprecincts
wi thin any given voting precinct shall be the sane as the polling
pl ace for the voting precinct. Additional managers may be
appointed for subprecincts in the discretion of the conm ssioners
of election * * *,

SECTION 4. Section 23-15-263, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

23-15-263. (1) Unless otherwise provided in this chapter,
the county executive conmttee at primary el ections shall perform
all duties that relate to the qualification of candi dates for
primary el ections, print ballots for primary elections, * * *
resolve contests in regard to prinmary el ections, and perform al
other duties required by law to be perforned by the county
executive conmttee; however, each house of the Legislature shal
rule on the qualifications of the nmenbership of its respective
body in contests involving the qualifications of such nenbers.
The executive commttee shall be subject to all the penalties to
whi ch county el ection conm ssioners are subject, except that
Section 23-15-217 shall not apply to nmenbers of the county

executive commttee who seek el ective office.
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(2) A nenber of a county executive conmttee shall be
automatically disqualified to serve on the county executive
commttee, and shall be considered to have resigned therefrom
upon his qualification as a candidate for any el ective office.

The provisions of this subsection shall not apply to a nenber of a
county executive comrmittee who qualifies as a candidate for a
muni ci pal el ective office.

(3) The primary el ection officers appointed by the

commi ssioners of election shall have the powers and performthe

duties, where not otherw se provided, required of such officers in
a general election, and any and every act or om ssion which by | aw
is an of fense when commtted in or about or in respect to such
general elections, shall be an offense if commtted in or about or
in respect to a primary election; and the same shall be indictable
and punishable in the sanme way as if the election was a general

el ection for the election of state and county officers, except as
specially nodified or otherwise provided in this chapter.

SECTION 5. The Attorney General of the State of M ssissipp
is hereby directed to submt this act, inmediately upon approval
by the Governor, or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to
a veto, to the Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the
United States District Court for the District of Colunbia in
accordance with the provisions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965,
as anended and extended.

SECTION 6. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and ext ended.
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