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SENATE BI LL NO. 2398

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 97-17-43 AND 97-17-41, M SSI SS| PP
CODE OF 1972, TO | NCREASE THE VALUE OF PROPERTY VWH CH DETERM NES
THE CRI ME OF PETI T LARCENY; TO CONFORM THE CRI ME OF GRAND LARCENY;
AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 97-17-43, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

97-17-43. (1) If any person shall feloniously take, steal
and carry away any personal property of another under the val ue of

One Thousand Dol lars ($1,000.00), he shall be guilty of petit

| arceny and, upon conviction, shall be punished by inprisonnent in
the county jail not exceeding six (6) nonths or by fine not
exceedi ng One Thousand Dol |l ars ($1, 000.00), or both.

(2) |If any person shall feloniously take, steal and carry
away any property of a church, synagogue, tenple or other

establ i shed place of worship under the value of One Thousand

Dol lars ($1,000.00), he shall be guilty of petit l|arceny and, upon

conviction, shall be punished by inprisonment in the county jail
not exceeding one (1) year or by fine not exceeding Two Thousand
Dol l ars ($2,000.00), or both.

(3) Any person who | eaves the prem ses of an establishnent

at which notor fuel offered for retail sale was dispensed into the
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fuel tank of a notor vehicle by driving away in that notor vehicle
wi t hout havi ng nade due paynent or authorized charge for the notor
fuel so dispensed, with intent to defraud the retai

establishment, shall be guilty of petit |arceny and puni shed as
provi ded in subsection (1) of this section and, upon any second or
subsequent such offense, the driver's |license of the person shal
be suspended as fol |l ows:

(a) The person shall submt the driver's license to the
court upon conviction and the court shall forward the driver's
| icense to the Departnent of Public Safety.

(b) The first suspension of a driver's |icense under
this subsection shall be for a period of six (6) nonths.

(c) A second or subsequent suspension of a driver's
| i cense under this subsection shall be for a period of one (1)
year.

(d) At the expiration of the suspension period, and
upon paynent of a restoration fee of Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00),
t he suspension shall term nate and the Departnent of Public Safety
shall return the person's driver's license to the person. The
restoration fee shall be in addition to the fees provided for in
Title 63, Chapter 1, and shall be deposited into the State General
Fund in accordance with Section 45-1-23.

SECTION 2. Section 97-17-41, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

97-17-41. (1) (a) Every person who shall be convicted of
taki ng and carryi ng away, feloniously, the personal property of

anot her, of the value of One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) or nore,

shall be guilty of grand |arceny, and shall be inprisoned in the
penitentiary for a termnot exceeding five (5) years; or shall be
fined not nore than One Thousand Dol |l ars ($1, 000.00), or both.

(b) Every person who shall be convicted of taking and
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carrying away, feloniously, the property of a church, synagogue,
tenpl e or other established place of worship, of the value of One

Thousand Dol l ars ($1,000.00) or nore, shall be guilty of grand

| arceny, and shall be inprisoned in the penitentiary for a term
not exceeding ten (10) years, or shall be fined not nore than Two
Thousand Dol | ars ($2, 000.00), or both.

(2) Every person who shall be convicted for a second or
subsequent of fense of taking and carrying away, feloniously, a
notor vehicle which is the personal property of another, of any
val ue, shall be guilty of grand | arceny, and shall be inprisoned
in the penitentiary for a termnot exceeding ten (10) years or
shal |l be fined not nore than Two Thousand Dol |l ars ($2,000.00), or
bot h.

(3) The court shall order any person convicted under this
section who causes danage to any notor vehicle to pay restitution
to the owner or owners of any such notor vehicle.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.
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