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SENATE BI LL NO. 2397

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 99-36-7, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
PROVI DE THAT VI CTI M ASSI STANCE COORDI NATORS SHALL BE STATE
EMPLOYEES; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 99-36-7, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

99-36-7. (1) (a) In addition to the full-tinme |egal
assistants to the district attorney authorized by Section 25-31-5,
the district attorney in each circuit court district in this state
shal |, subject to the approval of and upon the order of the senior
circuit court judge of the district, enploy one (1) person to
serve at the will and pleasure of the district attorney as a
"victimassi stance coordi nator” who shall * * * be considered to
be a state enpl oyee.

(b) The District Attorney of the First Crcuit Court
District may appoint one (1) additional victimassistance
coordi nator subject to the approval of and upon the order of the
senior circuit court judge of the district for a total of two (2)
vi cti m assi stance coordi nators.
(2) The duty of the victimassistance coordinator is to

ensure that a victim guardian of a victim or close relative of a
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deceased victimis afforded the rights granted victins, guardi ans
and rel atives by Section 99-36-5. The victim assistance

coordi nator shall work closely with appropriate | aw enforcenent
agenci es, prosecuting attorneys, the state and the judiciary in
fulfilling that duty.

(3) The salary of the victim assistance coordi nator shal
not exceed the salary authorized for crimnal investigators in
Section 25-31-10 * * *,

(4) The board of supervisors of any county, with the
approval of and upon the order of the senior circuit court judge
of the district wherein such county lies, may, in addition to any
vi ctim assi stance coordi nator provided for in subsection (1) of
this section, create the position of county victim assistance
coordinator. The duty of the county victim assistance coordi nator
shall be to cooperate with [ ocal |aw enforcenent agencies, the
county attorney and the district attorney in assuring that a
victim guardian or close relative is afforded the rights granted
by Section 99-36-5. Two (2) or nore counties, by action of their
respecti ve boards of supervisors, with the approval of and upon
the order of the senior circuit court judge of the district
wherein such counties lie, may join in establishing and
mai nt ai ni ng the position of victimassistance coordi nator to serve
these counties. Any nunicipality, by action of its governing
authority, may participate in the establishnment and mai nt enance of
a county victimassistance coordinator's office |located within the
muni ci pality.

(5) Any district attorney, county board of supervisors or
governing authority of a nmunicipality which has established or is
participating in the maintenance of an office of victimassistance
coordi nator may apply through the Governor's Ofice of State and

Federal Progranms for a grant under the federal "Victins of Crines
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Act of 1984" (Public Law 98-473) to be used in the continued

operation of the victim assistance program

SECTION 2. This act shal

and after July 1, 2000.
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take effect and be in force from



