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SENATE BI LL NO. 2395

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 85-5-7, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
ELI M NATE THE LI M TATI ON OF JO NT AND SEVERAL LI ABILITY FOR
DAMAGES CAUSED BY TWD OR MORE PERSONS AND TO PROVI DE THAT
DEFENDANTS AGAI NST VWHOM A JUDGMVENT |'S RENDERED AS JO NT
TORT- FEASORS SHALL SHARE EQUALLY THE OBLI GATI ON | MPCSED BY SUCH
JUDGVENT; TO PROVI DE FOR CONTRI BUTI ON BETWEEN JO NT TORT- FEASCRS;
AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. Section 85-5-7, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:

85-5-7. In any action for danmages where judgnent is rendered

agai nst two (2) or nore defendants, jointly and severally, as

joint tort-feasors, the defendants agai nst whom such a judgnent is

rendered shall share equally the obligation inposed by such

judgnent, and if one (1) of such defendants pays an anount greater

than the total sum of the judgnment divided by the nunber of

def endant s agai nst whom t he judgnent was rendered, then the other

def endants shall be jointly and severally liable to himfor the

anpunt so paid in excess of his proportionate part; provided that

no defendant shall be |liable to any other defendant for nore than

his proportionate share of the original judgnent.

In determ ning, for the purpose of the above contribution,

the nunber of defendants agai nst whom t he judgnent has been
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rendered, an enployer and his enployee, or a principal and his

agent, shall be considered as one (1) defendant when the liability

of such enployer or principal has been caused by the wongful or

negl i gent act or conmm ssion of his enployee or agent; and the

liability of such defendants agai nst whom such a judgnent has been

rendered shall be joint and several as to the plaintiff in whose

favor such judgnent has been rendered.

SECTION 2. The provisions of this act shall apply only to
causes of action accruing on or after July 1, 2000.
SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.
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