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Smith To: Judiciary

SENATE BI LL NO. 2378

AN ACT TO PERM T APPEARANCE | N COURT BY MEANS OF CLCSED
Cl RCU T TELEVI SI ON RATHER THAN PERSONAL, PHYSI CAL APPEARANCE,
UNDER CERTAI N Cl RCUMSTANCES; TO ENACT CERTAI'N LI M TATI ONS; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. (1) Wien the physical appearance in person in

court is required of any person held in a place of custody or
confinement operated by the state or any of its political
subdi vi si ons, such personal appearance may be nmade by neans of
closed circuit television fromthe place of custody or
confinement, provided that such television facilities provide
t wo- way audi o-vi sual conmuni cati on between the court and the place
of custody or confinenent and that a full record of such
proceedi ngs be made by split-screen imagi ng and recording of the
proceedi ngs in the courtroomand the place of confinenent or
custody in addition to such other record as may be required, in
the foll owi ng proceedings:

(a) Initial appearance before a judge on a crim nal
conpl ai nt;

(b) Waiver of prelimnary hearing;

(c) Arraignnent on an information or indictnment where a

pl ea of not guilty is entered;
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(d) Arraignnent on an information or indictnment where a
plea of guilty is entered upon waiver of any right such person
m ght have to be physically present;

(e) Any pretrial or posttrial crimnal proceeding not
al l owi ng the cross-exam nation of wtnesses;

(f) Sentencing after conviction at trial upon waiver of
any right such person m ght have to be physically present;

(g) Sentencing after entry of a plea of guilty; and

(h) Any civil proceeding other than trial by jury.

(2) This section shall not prohibit other appearances via
closed circuit television upon waiver of any right such person
hel d in custody or confinenent m ght have to be physically
present.

(3) Nothing contained in this section shall be construed as
establishing a right for any person held in custody to appear on
television or as requiring that a place of custody shall provide a
t wo- way audi o-vi sual conmuni cati on system

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.
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