M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Snmith To: Veterans and Mlitary
Affairs

SENATE BI LL NO. 2377

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 35-1-21, M SSISSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
PROVI DE THAT THE STATE VETERANS AFFAI RS BOARD SHALL BE SCOLELY
RESPONSI BLE FOR THE OPERATI ON AND MAI NTENANCE OF THE STATE
VETERANS HOVE LOCATED I N COLLINS, M SSI SSI PPI, AND SHALL NOT
CONTRACT W TH ANY NONGOVERNVENTAL ENTITY OR THE UNI TED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAI RS TO OPERATE THE HOVE; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES.

~No o~ WDNPRE

(o]

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
9 SECTION 1. Section 35-1-21, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
10 anended as follows:[JVMRL]

11 35-1-21. (1) Upon the establishment of the M ssissippi

12 State Veterans Honme, and any additional homes as nay be

13 established, the Mssissippi State Veterans Affairs Board is

14 hereby designated as the governing authority of any such

15 facilities. The operation and mai ntenance of all veterans hones
16 shall neet the standards of the United States Departnent of

17 Veterans Affairs with regard to the operation of state veterans
18 hones.

19 (2) The State Veterans Affairs Board may contract with

20 nongovernnental entities or the United States Departnent of

21 Veterans Affairs to operate state veterans hones. The board may
22 contract with the vendor whose proposal is nbst advantageous to

23 the state and veterans, taking into consideration cost factors,
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programsuitability factors, nmanagenment plan, delivery of care and
service to residents, excellence of program design, key personnel,
corporate or conpany resources, financial condition of the vendor,
corporate experience and past perfornmance, and any ot her

requi renents deened necessary by the board and expressed inits
solicitation for proposals. Contract(s) awarded under this
section may be for periods exceeding one (1) year. The board is
not required to select the vendor offering the | owest cost

proposal but shall select the vendor who, in the board's

di scretion, offers the proposal nobst advantageous to the State of
M ssi ssi ppi and veterans. \When any contract is awarded, the
reason(s) for the awarding of the contract shall be entered on the
m nutes of the board. The provisions of this paragraph shal
supersede any rule or regulation of the State Personnel Board to
the contrary.

(3) The State Veterans Affairs Board may, as permtted by
federal |aws or regulations, purchase fromthe United States
Department of Veterans Affairs, fromcontracts established by the
United States Departnent of Veterans Affairs, or through other
sharing agreenents between the board and the United States
Department of Veterans Affairs, services, conmodities, supplies
and equi prent for use in operation of, and provision of care to
residents of, the state veterans homes when such purchases or
agreenents are advantageous to the veterans and the state.

(4) Beqginning July, 1, 2000, the State Veterans Affairs

Board shall be solely responsible for the operation and

mai nt enance of the state veterans hone located in Collins,

M ssi ssippi, and shall not contract with any nongover nnent al

entity or the United States Departnent of Veterans Affairs to

operate the hone. The State Veterans Affairs Board shall hire the

executive director and all other personnel for the veterans hone.
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The mi ssion of the State Veterans Affairs Board i n nmanagi ng the

Collins, Mssissippi, facility shall be to provide donmiciliary

care and other related services for eligible veterans in the nopbst

cost efficient manner. On or before January 1, 2002, The State

Veterans Affairs Board shall file a report with the Chairmn of

the Senate Veterans and Mlitary Affairs Commttee and the

Chai rman of the House Mlitary Affairs Commttee specifying its

recommendati ons on whether to continue to nanage the Collins,

M ssi ssippi, hone or to contract with a nongovernnental entity to

operate the hone. This subsection shall stand repeal ed from and

after July 1, 2002.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.
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