M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By:

e
RPOOONOUDMWNER

[EE
N

=Y
w

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Ki ng, Kirby, Chaney, Farris To: Insurance

SENATE BI LL NO. 2350

AN ACT TO AMEND THE M SSI SSI PPI MOTOR VEHI CLE SAFETY
RESPONSI BI LI TY LAW BY CREATI NG A NEW SECTI ON TO BE CCDI FI ED AS
SECTI ON 63-15-4, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO REQUI RE EVERY MOTOR
VEHI CLE OPERATED IN THI S STATE TO HAVE AN | NSURANCE CARD | N EACH
MOTOR VEH CLE AS EVI DENCE OF MOTOR VEHI CLE LI ABI LI TY COVERAGE;, TO
PROVI DE FOR THE FURNI SHI NG OF SUCH CARD BY THE | NSURANCE COMPANY;
TO PROVI DE THAT CERTAI N VEHI CLES SHALL BE EXEMPT FROM THE
REQUI REMENT OF MAI NTAI NI NG MOTOR VEHI CLE LI ABI LI TY | NSURANCE; TO
PRESCRI BE PENALTI ES FOR VI OLATI ONS OF THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S ACT;
TO AMEND SECTI ON 63-15-3, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO CONFORM
THERETG, AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. The followi ng shall be codified as Section
63-15-4, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

63-15-4. (1) (a) Every notor vehicle operated in this
state shall have an insurance card maintained in the vehicle as
evi dence of notor vehicle liability insurance in at |east the
m ni nrum anounts required for proof of financial responsibility
under Section 63-15-3, M ssissippi Code of 1972. The insured
parties shall be responsible for nmaintaining the insurance card in
each vehicle.

(b) (i) An insurance conpany issuing a policy of notor
vehicle liability insurance shall furnish to the insured an
i nsurance card and shall furnish an insurance card for each

vehicle at the tine the insurance policy becones effective.
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(ii) ©One (1) insurance card nust be furnished for
each notor vehicle insured by the policy, and nust have an
expiration date clearly designated thereon to correspond with the
expiration date of the policy of notor vehicle liability
i nsurance. Upon renewal of the policy, the insurance conpany
shall furnish to the insured parties a replacenent insurance card
with the expiration date of the renewal policy for each insured
not or vehi cl e.

(2) The issuance of a policy, or an insurance card as
required in this section, is not a warranty or a guarantee by an
i nsurance conpany or agent that the policy will remain in force
and effect and shall not create liability on the part of the
i nsurance conpany or agent for any policy that has been term nated
or cancel ed.

(3) Every peace officer, driver's |license exam ner or other
aut hori zed agent or officer of the departnent, and other |aw
enforcenment officers authorized to inspect drivers' |icenses or
i nvestigate notor vehicle accidents may inspect the insurance card
required under this section or investigate the reason for the |ack
of such insurance card in any notor vehicle traveling on a public
road or hi ghway.

(4) Failure to maintain an insurance card in each vehicle as
required under this section or fraudul ent use of an insurance card
is a m sdenmeanor punishable by a fine of One Hundred Dol |l ars
($100.00). A second offense within a period of two (2) years from
a prior offense is a m sdeneanor punishable by a fine of Three
Hundred Dol lars ($300.00). A third offense is a m sdeneanor
puni shable by a fine of Three Hundred Dol lars ($300.00). Upon
conviction of a third offense, the Comm ssioner of Public Safety
shal | suspend the driver's |license of such person for one (1)

year. |In prosecutions for violations of this section, the court
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shal | di scharge the defendant and di sm ss the proceedi ngs agai nst
hi m upon a showi ng that the defendant has obtai ned an i nsurance
card as required in this section.
(5) The requirenents of this section and the penalties
provi ded herein are in addition to and not in lieu of the
requi renents and penalties as otherw se provided by this chapter.
(6) The follow ng vehicles are exenpt fromthe requirenent
of subsection (1) of this section:

(a) Vehicles exenpt by Section 63-15-5, M ssissipp
Code of 1972;

(b) Vehicles for which a bond or a certificate of
deposit of noney or securities in at |east the m ni mum anounts
required for proof of financial responsibility is on file with the
depart nment;

(c) Vehicles that are self-insured under Section
63- 15-53, M ssissippi Code of 1972;

(d) Vehicles that are both registered to and operated
by nonresidents, except for those vehicles that are primarily
operated in this state; and

(e) Inplenments of husbandry.

SECTION 2. Section 63-15-3, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

63-15-3. The followi ng words and phrases, when used in this
chapter, shall, for the purposes of this chapter, have the
meani ngs respectively ascribed to themin this section, except in
those instances where the context clearly indicates a different
meani ng:

(a) "Departnment” nmeans the Departnent of Public
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Safety * * * acting directly or through its authorized officers
and agents * * *,

(b) "lInsurance card" neans a card or |like docunent

i ssued by an insurance conpany as evidence of notor vehicle

liability insurance pursuant to Section 63-15-4, M ssi ssippi Code

of 1972.

(c) "Hi ghway" neans the entire w dth between property
lines of any road, street, way, thoroughfare, or bridge in the
State of M ssissippi not privately owned or controlled, when any
part * * * s open to the public for vehicular traffic and over
which the state has legislative jurisdiction under its police
power .

(d) "Judgnment"” neans any judgnment which is final by
expiration, wthout appeal, of the tinme within which an appeal
m ght have been perfected, or by final affirmation on appeal,
rendered by a court of conpetent jurisdiction of any state or of
the United States, upon a cause of action arising out of the
owner shi p, mai ntenance or use of any notor vehicle, for danmages,
i ncl udi ng damages for care and | oss of services, because of bodily
injury to or death of any person, or for damages because of injury
to or destruction of property, including the | oss of use thereof,
or upon a cause of action on an agreenent of settlenent for such
damages.

(e) "License" neans any driver's, operator's,
comercial operator's, or chauffeur's |icense, tenporary
instruction permt or tenporary license, or restricted |icense,

i ssued under the laws of the State of M ssissippi pertaining to

the licensing of persons to operate notor vehicles.
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(f) "Modtor vehicle" nmeans every self-propelled vehicle
(other than traction engines, road rollers and graders, tractor
cranes, power shovels, well drillers and inplenents of husbandry)
whi ch is designed for use upon a highway, including trailers and
semtrailers designed for use with such vehicles, and every
vehicl e which is propelled by electric power obtained from
overhead wires but not operated upon rails.

For purposes of this definition, "inplenments of husbandry”
shall not include trucks, pickup trucks, trailers and semtrailers
designed for use with such trucks and pickup trucks.

(g) "Nonresident" neans any person who is not a
resident of the State of M ssissippi.

(h) "Nonresident's operating privilege" neans the
privilege conferred upon a nonresident by the | aws of M ssissipp
pertaining to the operation by himof a notor vehicle, or the use
of a notor vehicle owed by him in the State of M ssissippi.

(i) "Operator" neans any person who is in actua
physi cal control of a notor vehicle.

(j) "Owner" neans a person who holds the legal title of
a notor vehicle; if a notor vehicle is the subject of an agreenent
for the conditional sale or lease * * * with the right of purchase
upon performance of the conditions stated in the agreenent and
with an i mredi ate right of possession vested in the conditional
vendee or | essee or if a nortgagor of a vehicle is entitled to
possessi on, then such conditional vendee or | essee or nortgagor is
the owner for the purpose of this chapter.

(k) "Person" neans a * * * person, firm copartnership,

associ ati on or corporation.
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(1) "Proof of financial responsibility" means proof of
ability to respond in damages for liability, on account of
acci dents occurring subsequent to the effective date of said
proof, arising out of the ownership, maintenance or use of a notor
vehicle, in the anbunt of Ten Thousand Dol |l ars ($10, 000. 00)
because of bodily injury to or death of one (1) person in any one
(1) accident, and subject to the Iimt for one (1) person, in the
amount of Twenty Thousand Dol |l ars ($20, 000. 00) because of bodily
injury to or death of two (2) or nore persons in any one (1)
accident, and in the anobunt of Five Thousand Dol |l ars ($5, 000.00)
because of injury to or destruction of property of others in any
one (1) accident.

(m "Registration" neans a certificate or certificates
and registration plates issued under the laws of this state
pertaining to the registration of notor vehicles.

(n) "State" neans any state, territory or possession of
the United States, the District of Colunbia, or any province of
t he Dom ni on of Canada.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after January 1, 2001.
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