M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Sinmmons, Blacknon, Turner, Johnson To: Economic Dev, Tourism
(38t h) and Par ks;

Appropriations

SENATE BI LL NO. 2345

AN ACT TO CREATE THE M SSI SSI PPl QUALI FI ED CHI LD DAY CARE
GRANT PROGRAM TO PROVI DE SERVI CE GRANTS TO M SSI SSI PP QUALI FI ED
CH LD CARE PROVI DERS; TO PROVI DE THAT SUCH PROGRAM SHALL BE
ADM NI STERED BY THE M SSI SSI PPI  DEPARTMENT OF ECONOM C AND
COMVUNI TY DEVELOPMENT; TO PRESCRI BE THE PROCEDURE TO APPLY FOR
SERVI CE GRANTS; TO PROVI DE THE PURPCSES FOR WHI CH SUCH GRANTS MNAY
BE USED; TO ESTABLI SH AN ADVI SORY PANEL TO REVI EW AND MAKE
RECOMVENDATI ONS ON THE AWARDI NG OF SERVI CE GRANTS; TO CREATE A
SPECI AL FUND TO BE KNOWN AS THE M SSI SSI PPl QUALI FI ED CH LD DAY
10 CARE GRANT PROGRAM FUND | NTO VWHI CH ALL MONEY RECEI VED FROM
11 LEG SLATI VE APPROPRI ATI ON PURSUANT TO THI S ACT SHALL BE DEPCSI TED;
12 AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

©ooo~NOOM~WNE

13 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

14 SECTION 1. This act may be cited as the M ssi ssi ppi

15 Qualified Child Day Care G ant Program

16 SECTION 2. The purpose of this act is to nake grants

17 available to child day care providers for the purpose of financing
18 the devel opnent and expansion of child day care centers for

19 famlies with an incone not exceeding two hundred percent (200%
20 of the federal poverty level, and to increase the quality and

21 availability of child day care and enpl oynent opportunities for

22 these famlies.

23 SECTION 3. As used in this act:

24 (a) "DECD' neans the Departnent of Econom c and
25 Community Devel opnent.

26 (b) "Designated entity" neans an entity designated to
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adm nister the Mssissippi Qualified Child Day Care G ant Program
Fund pursuant to Section 5 of this act.

(c) "Child day care provider" neans a person providing
or planning to provide child day care to famlies with an incone
not exceedi ng two hundred percent (200% of the federal poverty
| evel .

(d) "Fund" neans the M ssissippi Qualified Child Day
Care Grant Program Fund.

SECTION 4. There is created in the State Treasury a speci al

fund to be known as the "M ssissippi Qualified Child Day Care
Grant Program Fund,"” into which shall be deposited such noney as
the Legi slature may provide by appropriation and any ot her noney
recei ved by DECD for the purposes of this act from any ot her
source. Money in the fund shall be used by qualifying child day
care providers for the purposes authorized under this act. The
fund shall be adm nistered by DECD or a designated entity and
noney in the fund shall be expended upon appropriation by the
Legi sl ature. Unexpended anounts renmaining in the fund at the end
of the state fiscal year shall not |lapse into the State Genera
Fund, and any interest earned on anount in the fund shall be
deposited to the credit of the fund.

SECTI ON 5. DECD shall:

(a) Adm nister the fund or designate an appropriate
entity to adm nister the fund.

(b) Develop a sinple, user-friendly grant application
process and such process shall be managed in accordance with the
pol i ci es DECD establi shes.

(c) Monitor projects to ensure conpliance with
applicable state and federal |aws, rules and rel evant court
deci si ons.

SECTION 6. (1) Any Mssissippi qualified child care
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provi der desiring to participate in the programshall nmake
application for a grant to the DECD in a formsatisfactory to the
DECD. The DECD shall receive grant proposals from M ssi ssi ppi
qualified child care providers. All proposals shall be submtted
in accordance with the provisions of grant procedures, criteria
and standards devel oped and made public by the DECD. Al
application fornms shall be sinple and user-friendly.

SECTION 7. Gants awarded under this act nay be nade only

for the follow ng reasons:

(a) The construction, purchase, |ease or inprovenent of
bui l di ngs or other facilities.

(b) The purchase or inprovenent of |and.

(c) The purchase or |ease of equipnent, including
vehi cl es.

(d) Start-up and operation costs.

(e) Initial operating expenses.

(f) Providing direct services to qualified famlies
under this act or expanding existing direct services to such
famlies.

SECTION 8. G ants under this act shall be subject to the

followi ng restrictions:

(a) A grant shall not be awarded in an anmount greater
t han One hundred Thousand Dol | ars ($100, 000. 00).

(b) Each M ssissippi qualified child care provider
receiving a service grant shall provide a yearly report to the
DECD whi ch details the nunber of children who are cared for and
the types of services that are provided.

SECTION 9. In determ ning whether to award a grant to a
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child day care provider who has a history of operating or owning a
child day care center DECD or the designated entity shall use the
following criteria:

(a) Quality of progranmm ng and staff.

(b) Ratio of children to staff.

(c) Quality of facilities.

(d) Quality of admi nistrative and financial managenent.

(e) History of conpliance with child day care |icensing
or registration requirenents.

SECTI ON 10. DECD shall fornulate criteria to be utilized in

determ ning whether to grant funds to a child day care provider
t hat does not have a history of operating or owning a child day
care center

SECTION 11. An applicant for a grant under this act shall

supply DECD or the designated entity with the foll ow ng:

(a) A detailed description of the project.

(b) A disclosure of additional funds, if any, that are
avai l able to the applicant.

(c) Information that relates to the inability of the
applicant to obtain adequate financing on reasonable terns through
normal | endi ng channel s.

(d) Credit references, if available, for the applicant.

(e) A five-year projected budget.

(f) A conprehensive business plan that includes the
applicant's plans in the areas of:

(i) Debt reduction;
(ii) Marketing;

(iii) Staff training;
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(iv) Facility inprovenment; and
(v) Program i nprovenent.
(g) Such other information as DECD nay require.

SECTION 12. (1) The DECD shall establish an advisory

council to review and make reconmendati ons to the DECD on the
awar di ng of any grants to Mssissippi qualified child care
provi ders. Such recomrendati ons by the advisory council shall not
be bi ndi ng upon the DECD, but when a recomrendati on by the
advi sory council is not followed by the DECD, the DECD shall place
inits mnutes reasons for not accepting the advisory council's
reconmendati on, and provide for an appeals process. All approved
grants shall be awarded within thirty (30) days of approval by the
DECD.

(2) The conposition of the advisory council shall be the
fol | ow ng:

(a) One (1) enployee of the DECD, with experience in
reviewing and witing grant proposals;

(b) Two (2) executive enpl oyees of M ssissipp
qualified child care providers;

(c) One (1) enployee of the State Departnent of Health
Wi th experience in child care facility |icensure;

(d) One (1) child care provider who is not affiliated
with a Mssissippi qualified child care center but has training
and experience in child care.

(3) The DECD may use a portion of any grant nonies received
under this act to admi nister the programand to pay reasonabl e
expenses incurred by the advisory council; provided, however, in

no case shall nore than one and one-half percent (1-1/2% or Sixty
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Thousand Dol | ars ($60, 000. 00) annual |y, whichever is |ess, be used
to absorb program expenses.

(4) No assistance shall be provided to a M ssissipp
qualified child care provider under this act unless the
M ssi ssippi qualified child care provider certifies to the DECD,
that it will not discrimnate against any enpl oyee or agai nst any
applicant for enploynment because of race, religion, color,
national origin, sex or age.

SECTI ON 13. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.
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