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SENATE BI LL NO. 2337

AN ACT TO STRENGTHEN THE M SSI SSI PPl MOTOR VEHI CLE
SAFETY- RESPONSI BI LI TY LAW BY CREATI NG A NEW CODE SECTI ON TO BE
CODI FI ED AS SECTI ON 63-15-8, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO REQUI RE
EVI DENCE OF FI NANCI AL RESPONSI BI LI TY; TO REQUI RE TAX COLLECTORS TO
PROVI DE DOCUMENTS REGARDI NG EVI DENCE OF FI NANCI AL RESPONSI BI LI TY;
TO REQUI RE THE COWM SSI ONER OF | NSURANCE TO PRESCRI BE DOCUMENTS OF
FI NANCI AL RESPONSI Bl LI TY AND PROVI DE FOR THE DI STRI BUTI ON OF SUCH
DOCUMENTS; TO AMEND SECTI ON 63-15-7, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
REQUI RE CERTAI N LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFI CERS TO ASSI ST IN THE
ENFORCEMENT OF THI S ACT; TO AMEND SECTI ONS 63-15-9 AND 63-15-11,
M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO REVI SE THE ACCI DENT THRESHOLD
REPORTI NG AMOUNT; TO AVEND SECTI ON 63-15-3, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF
1972, TO DEFI NE EVI DENCE OF FI NANCI AL RESPONSI BI LI TY; TO AMEND
SECTI ONS 63-15-43 AND 63-15-51, M SSISSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
CONFORM  TO AMEND SECTI ONS 63-15-3, 63-15-31, 63-15-43, 63-15-51
AND 27-19-59, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO | NCREASE THE M NI MUM
FOR PROOF OF FI NANCI AL RESPONSI BI LI TY; TO AMEND SECTI ON 63-3-411,
M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO REVI SE THE ACCI DENT THRESHOLD
REPORTI NG AMOUNT; TO PROVI DE A PENALTY FOR ANY LAW ENFORCEMENT
AGENCY THAT FAILS TO SUBM T AN ACCI DENT REPORT REQUI RED BY LAW TO
REVI SE REPORTI NG DATE REQUI REMENTS; TO PROVI DE A PENALTY FOR
FAI LURE TO FI LE REPORTS; TO AMEND SECTI ON 63-15-71, M SSI SSI PPI
CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE THAT A VIOLATION OF THI S ACT SHALL NOT BE
A PART OF THE OPERATI NG RECORD OF A PERSON AND SHALL NOT BE
FURNI SHED TO OTHERS; TO PROHI BI T | NSURERS FROM CONSI DERI NG AN
APPLI CANT' S LACK OF MOTOR VEHI CLE | NSURANCE | N ESTABLI SHI NG H S
RATES; TO PRCHI BI T | NSURERS FROM RAI SI NG AN | NSURED S MOTOR
VEHI CLE | NSURANCE BASED ON THE | NSURED S | NVOLVEMENT | N AN
ACCI DENT WHEN THE I NSURED IS NOT AT FAULT; AND FOR RELATED
PURPGOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. The followi ng shall be codified as Section
63-15-8, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

63-15-8. (1) As a condition of operating a notor vehicle in

this state, the operator shall furnish evidence of financial
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responsi bility upon the request of a | aw enforcenent officer in
accordance with Section 63-15-7, M ssissippi Code of 1972. The
evi dence of financial responsibility shall be kept in the notor
vehicle. |If the evidence of financial responsibility is insurance
coverage, the Conm ssioner of Insurance shall require an insurer
to provide the insured with the docunent indicating conpliance
with this section.

(2) The Comm ssioner of Insurance shall prescribe the
docunents used to show evi dence of financial responsibility and
shal | prescribe a docunent for each type of financial
responsibility provided by this chapter. |[If the evidence of
financial responsibility is insurance coverage, the insurer shal
al so provide a docunent, which includes the nanme of the insurance
conpany, the nanme of the insured, the policy nunber or certificate
nunber, the effective dates of coverage and information from which
it my be determ ned that the insured' s policy or binder provides
at | east the m ni mum anmount of coverage required by this chapter
for evidence of financial responsibility.

(3) The State Tax Comm ssion shall place the foll ow ng
warning in bold print or contrasting color on the annual privilege
| i cense application:

"W\r ni ng:

It is against the law to drive a notor vehicle in
this state without being financially responsible. You may be
asked to show evidence of financial responsibility by a | aw
enforcenent officer when you are stopped for a violation. Failure
to show such evidence nay subject you to a fine of $500.00. |If
you have a notor vehicle accident, failure to be financially
responsible may result in a fine of $1,000.00 and the suspension
of driving privilege or registration.

You nust sign this form Failure to sign this form

S. B. No. 2337
00\ SS03\ R591
PAGE 2



67

68

69

70

71

72

73

74

75

76

77

78

79

80

81

82

83

84

85

86

87

88

89

90

91

92

93

94

will prevent you fromreceiving your notor vehicle license tag or

decal .

Si gnat ure Dat e"

(4) (a) A person shall not provide false information or
docunents or nake fraudul ent representations regardi ng evi dence of
financial responsibility. A person shall not alter or counterfeit
any docunent used to show evidence of financial responsibility. A
person who violates this subsection shall be fined Five Hundred
Dol | ars ($500.00) and may be inprisoned for a termnot to exceed
one (1) year or both. A person convicted under this subsection
shall pay all costs of prosecution and all court costs.

(b) A person convicted of a fraudulent act shall have
his driver's |icense suspended and the |license tag and
registration certificates of the offender's vehicle shall be
revoked.

(c) The procedure for suspension of |icenses provided
in Section 63-15-11, M ssissippi Code of 1972, and for appeals in
Section 63-15-7, M ssissippi Code of 1972, shall be the procedure
used for violations of this subsection.

(5 (a) An operator who fails or refuses to furnish, upon
request of a | aw enforcenent officer, evidence of financial
responsibility is presuned to have operated a notor vehicle in
violation of this section.

(b) The penalty for a violation of this subsection
shall be a fine of Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00). The penalty
shal |l be waived if the offender certifies to the court that he had

evi dence of financial responsibility as provided by this chapter
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in effect at the tine of the violation.

Until January 1, 2001, the penalty for failure to be
financially responsible shall be waived if the person certifies to
the court that he has obtained i nsurance required under this
section before his court date. After January 1, 2001, the penalty
for failing to be financially responsible shall not be waived.

(6) A violation of this section shall not be considered a
novi ng violation and shall not be entered on the driving record of
an indi vi dual .

(7) Section 63-15-43, M ssissippi Code of 1972, which
restricts, limts and defines provisions of a notor vehicle
liability policy provided as proof of financial responsibility
foll owi ng an accident, does not apply to a notor vehicle liability
policy provided as evidence of financial responsibility under this
section. The liability of the insurance conpany with respect to a
notor vehicle liability policy provided as evidence of financial
responsibility under this section shall be subject to the
conditions, exclusions, terns and provisions contained in the
policy.

(8) The M ssissippi Departnent of Public Safety shall design
and furnish to the tax assessor of each county brochures
expl aining the M ssissippi Mtor Vehicle Safety-Responsibility
Law. The tax assessor of each county shall nmail or deliver such
brochure to each applicant for a notor vehicle |license tag or
decal .

SECTION 2. Section 63-15-7, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

63-15-7. (1) (&) The departnent shall adm nister and
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enforce * * * this chapter and may nmake rul es and regul ati ons
necessary for its adm nistration, and shall provide for hearings
upon request of persons aggrieved by orders or acts of the
departnment under * * * this chapter.

(b) Law enforcenent officers of sheriff departnents and

nuni ci pal police departnents shall assist the departnent in the

enforcenent of this chapter. These officers shall require

evi dence of financial responsibility when stopping a notorist for

a viol ation.

(c) The departnent nay require evidence of financial

responsibility fromany person who has received a citation on

record with the departnent.

(2) Any order or act of the departnment under * * * this
chapter may be subject to revieww thin ten (10) days after notice
t hereof, by appeal to the county court at the instance of any
party in interest and in the county wherein the person aggrieved
by the order or act resides, or if there is no county court * * *
then * * * jurisdiction shall be in the circuit court of that
county, and * * * court is hereby vested with jurisdiction. The
court shall determ ne whether the filing of the appeal shal
operate as a stay of any such order or decision of the departnent.

The court may, in disposing of the issue before it, nodify,
affirmor reverse the order or decision of the departnment in whole
or in part.

(3) Trial in the court shall be de novo, with the burden of
proof upon the departnment. The sane shall be tried w thout regard
to any prior holding of fact or |aw by the departnent, and

j udgnment entered only upon the evidence offered at the trial by
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the court. A trial by jury nmay be had under the rules of the
court.

SECTION 3. Section 63-15-9, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

63-15-9. An operator * * * involved in an accident * * * in
which a person is killed or injured or in which * * * the property

of another person * * * is damaged, shall within fifteen (15)

wor ki ng days after the accident report the matter in witing to
the departnent, in accordance with the laws of this state. The
report, the formof which shall be prescribed by the departnent,
shall contain information to enable the departnment to determ ne
whet her the requirenments for the deposit of security under Section

63-15-11 are inapplicable by reason of the existence of insurance

or other exceptions specified in this chapter. The reports

required herein shall be furnished to each of the drivers involved

in an accident as provided in Section 63-3-411. The report shal

contain, but not be linmted to, the followi ng notification and

request for information:

"You nust conplete and mail the SR-1 (short form notor

vehicle accident report to the Departnent of Public Safety, Safety

Responsi bility Branch, within fifteen (15) working days of the

date of this accident.

Failure to file the report within fifteen (15) working days

of receipt of this formshall subject you to a fine of Two Hundred

Dol | ars ($200.00) and the i nmedi ate suspensi on of your driving

privilege or registration, or both. Upon paynent of the fine and

conpletion of the report, vour driving privilege or registration,

or both, may be reinstated, unless otherw se provided by |aw.
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I f you did not have notor vehicle liability insurance or

cannot ot herwi se show financial responsibility on the date of this

accident up to the liability limts set by law you may be subject

to the suspension of your driving privilege or registration, or

bot h, and a One Thousand Dol lar ($1,000.00) fine.

On the day of the accident was the vehicle involved covered

by notor vehicle liability insurance? Yes No

Nane of insurance conpany:

| nsurance policy nunber:

Nane of insurance agency:

WAs anyone seriously injured? Yes

&

Approxi nrate cost to repair your vehicle:

Nane of driver:

Driver's license nunber:

*Address of driver:

Nane of person conpleting report:

Dat e:

Si gnature of investigating officer

certifving that all drivers received

the SR-1 notor vehicle accident

report

*All drivers shall report a change of address to the

Departnent of Public Safety within ten (10) worki ng days of any

change. "

Any witten report of an accident in accordance with Article
9 of Chapter 3 of this title shall be sufficient, provided it also

contains the information required herein. The departnment nmay rely
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upon the accuracy of the information unless and until it has
reason to believe that the information is erroneous. |f the
operator is physically incapable of naking the report, an occupant
in the nmotor vehicle at the tinme of the accident or the owner of
the notor vehicle shall make the report. The operator, occupant
or the owner shall furnish such additional relevant information as
t he departnent shall require.

SECTION 4. Section 63-15-11, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

63-15-11. (1) |If twenty (20) working days after the receipt

of an accident report required under Section 63-15-9, the

department does not have on file evidence satisfactory to it that
t he person who woul d otherwi se be required to file security under
subsection (2) of this section has been finally adjudicated not to
be liable, or has executed a duly acknow edged written agreenent
provi ding for the paynent of an agreed anount in installnments with
respect to all clainms for injuries or danages resulting fromthe
acci dent, the departnment shall determ ne the anmount of security
whi ch shall be sufficient in its judgnent to satisfy any judgnent
or judgnments for damages resulting fromsuch accident as may be
recovered agai nst each operator or owner.

(2) The departnment * * * after all provisions of Sections

63-3-411 and 63-15-9 have been conplied with by the proper

authorities, shall levy a fine of One Thousand Dol lars ($1,000.00)

upon each owner and suspend the |icense of each operator and al

regi strations of each owner of a notor vehicle in any manner
i nvolved in such accident, and if the operator or owner is a

nonr esi dent the nonresident operating privilege * * *, unless such
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operator or owner or both shall deposit security in the sum so
determ ned by the departnent and shall al so furnish proof of
financial responsibility. Notice of such suspension and fine
shall be sent by the departnent to such operator and owner not

| ess than ten (10) working days before the effective date of such
suspensi on and fine and shall state the anmobunt required as

security. Until January 1, 2001, the fine shall be reduced to One

Hundred Dollars ($100.00) if the person obtains a notor vehicle

liability insurance policy certified as proof of financial

responsibility within thirty (30) working days of notification of

t he suspension and fine. After January 1, 2001, the fine shal

not be reduced. If erroneous information is given the departnent

with respect to the matters set forth in paragraphs (a), (b) and

(c) of subsection (4) of this section, it shall take appropriate
action * * * after receipt * * * of the correct information * * *,

(3) Any person so notified of suspension and fine, in

accordance with notification requirenents in Section 63-1-52, nay,

within ten (10) working days after receipt of such notification,
nmake a witten request to the departnent for a hearing, and such
request shall operate as a stay of any suspension and fine pending
t he outcone of such hearing. For the purposes of this section,

t he scope of such hearing shall cover the issues of whether there
is a reasonabl e probability of a judgnment being rendered agai nst
such person in a lawsuit arising out of the accident and whet her
such person is exenpt fromthe requirenent of depositing security
under subsection (4) of this section. At such hearing the
departnment may al so consi der the anount of security required to be

deposited, if any. The hearing shall be in accordance with rules
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and regul ati ons which shall be adopted by the departnent and
furnished to the operator or owner with the notice of suspension
and fine. For the purposes of this section, a "hearing" my
consist of a determ nation of such issues by the departnent based
solely on witten reports submtted by the operator or owner and
by investigatory officers, provided that the owner or operator, in
his request to the departnent for a hearing, has expressly
consented to such type hearing and that the departnent has
consent ed thereto.

Any person whose suspension and fine has been sustai ned shal
have the right to appeal as provided in Section 63-15-7. However,
such suspension shall not be stayed by the departnent or any court
whi l e such appeal is pending.

(4) Subsections (1) and (2) of this section shall not apply:
(a) to such operator or owner if such owner had in effect at the
time of such accident a liability policy with respect to the notor
vehi cl e involved in such accident; (b) to such operator, if not
t he owner of such motor vehicle, if there was in effect at the
time of such accident a liability policy with respect to his
operation of notor vehicles not owed by him (c) to such operator
or owner if the liability of such operator or owner for danages
resulting fromsuch accident is, in the judgnent of the
departnment, covered by any other formof liability insurance
policy or bond of a surety conpany authorized to do business in
this state; (d) to any person qualifying as a self-insurer under
Section 63-15-53, or to any person operating a notor vehicle for
such self-insurer; (e) to the operator or the owner of a notor

vehicle legally parked at the tine of the accident; (f) to the
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owner of a notor vehicle if at the tinme of the accident the
vehicl e was stolen; or (g) to any person for whomthe departnent
has found in the hearing provided for in subsection (3) of this
section, that there is not a reasonable probability of a judgnent
bei ng rendered agai nst such person in a lawsuit arising out of the

accident. Any person who is covered under any exception listed in

this subsection who has a driver's license wongly suspended shal

not be required to pay any reinstatenent fees.

No such policy shall be effective under this section unless
i ssued by an insurance conpany or surety conpany authorized to
wite notor vehicle liability insurance in this state, except that
if such notor vehicle was not registered in this state, or was a
not or vehicle which was registered el sewhere than in this state at
the effective date of the policy or the nost recent renewal
t hereof, such policy shall not be effective under this section
unl ess the insurance conpany or surety conpany if not authorized
to do business in this state shall execute a power of attorney
aut hori zing the departnment to accept service on its behal f of
notice or process in any action upon such policy arising out of
such accident. However, the policy shall be subject, if the

accident has resulted in bodily injury or death, or property

damage to at least the mininumlimts, exclusive of interest and

cost, * * * required for proof of financial responsibility.

Section 63-15-43 does not apply to this section.

SECTION 5. Section 63-15-3, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:
63-15-3. The followi ng words and phrases, when used in this

chapter, shall, for the purposes of this chapter, have the
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319 neanings respectively ascribed to themin this section, except in
320 those instances where the context clearly indicates a different
321 meaning:

322 (a) "Departnent" neans the Departnent of Public

323 Safety, * * * acting directly or through its authorized officers
324 and agents * * *,

325 (b) "Evidence of financial responsibility" neans a

326 docunent used to show that a person has the ability to pay danmges

327 in at |least the anpbunts required for proof of financial

328 responsibility as a condition for operating a notor vehicle in

329 this state.

330 (c) "Hi ghway" neans the entire w dth between property
331 lines of any road, street, way, thoroughfare, or bridge in the

332 State of M ssissippi not privately owned or controlled, when any
333 part * * * is open to the public for vehicular traffic and over
334 which the state has legislative jurisdiction under its police

335 power.

336 (d) "Judgnment” neans any judgnent which is final by

337 expiration, wthout appeal, of the tinme within which an appeal

338 mght have been perfected, or by final affirmation on appeal,

339 rendered by a court of conpetent jurisdiction of any state or of
340 the United States, upon a cause of action arising out of the

341 ownership, maintenance or use of any notor vehicle, for damages,
342 including danages for care and | oss of services, because of bodily
343 injury to or death of any person, or for danages because of injury
344 to or destruction of property, including the | oss of use thereof,
345 or upon a cause of action on an agreenent of settlenent for such

346 dammages.
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(e) "License" neans any driver's, operator's,
comercial operator's, or chauffeur's |icense, tenporary
instruction permt or tenporary license, or restricted |icense,

i ssued under the laws of the State of M ssissippi pertaining to
the licensing of persons to operate notor vehicles.

(f) "Modtor vehicle" nmeans every self-propelled vehicle
(other than traction engines, road rollers and graders, tractor
cranes, power shovels, well drillers and inplenents of husbandry)
whi ch is designed for use upon a highway, including trailers and
semtrailers designed for use with such vehicles, and every
vehicl e which is propelled by electric power obtained from
overhead wires but not operated upon rails.

For purposes of this definition, "inplenments of husbandry”
shall not include trucks, pickup trucks, trailers and semtrailers
designed for use with such trucks and pickup trucks.

(g) "Nonresident" neans any person who is not a
resident of the State of M ssissippi.

(h) "Nonresident's operating privilege" neans the
privilege conferred upon a nonresident by the | aws of M ssissipp
pertaining to the operation by himof a notor vehicle, or the use
of a notor vehicle owed by him in the State of M ssissippi.

(i) "Operator" neans any person who is in actua
physi cal control of a notor vehicle.

(j) "Owner" neans a person who holds the legal title of
a notor vehicle; if a notor vehicle is the subject of an agreenent
for the conditional sale or lease * * * with the right of purchase
upon performance of the conditions stated in the agreenent and

with an i mredi ate right of possession vested in the conditional
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vendee or | essee or if a nortgagor of a vehicle is entitled to
possessi on, then such conditional vendee or | essee or nortgagor is
the owner for the purpose of this chapter.

(k) "Person" neans a * * * person, firm copartnership,
associ ati on or corporation.

(1) "Proof of financial responsibility" means proof of
ability to respond in damages for liability, on account of
acci dents occurring subsequent to the effective date of the proof,
arising out of the ownership, maintenance or use of a notor

vehicle, in the ambunt of Twenty-five Thousand Dol l ars

($25, 000. 00) because of bodily injury to or death of one (1)

person in any one (1) accident, and subject to the limt for one

(1) person, in the amount of Fifty Thousand Dol lars ($50,000.00)

because of bodily injury to or death of two (2) or nore persons in

any one (1) accident, and in the anount of Twenty-five Thousand

Dol lars ($25, 000.00) because of injury to or destruction of

property of others in any one (1) accident.

(m "Registration" neans a certificate or certificates
and registration plates issued under the laws of this state
pertaining to the registration of notor vehicles.

(n) "State" neans any state, territory or possession of
the United States, the District of Colunbia, or any province of
t he Dom ni on of Canada.

SECTION 6. Section 63-15-43, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

63-15-43. (1) This section applies only to an owner's or an

operator's policy of notor vehicle liability insurance issued

after an accident and certified as * * * proof of financial
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responsibility * * * under Section 63-15-39 or Section

63-15-41 * * * This section does not apply to a notor vehicle

liability policy issued as evidence of financial responsibility

under Section 63-15-8.

(2) An owner's policy of liability insurance:

(a) Shall designate by explicit description or by
appropriate reference all notor vehicles for which coverage
is * * * granted.

(b) Shall pay on behalf of the naned insured * * * and
any ot her person, as insured, using the notor vehicle or notor
vehicles with the express or inplied perm ssion of the naned
insured, all sums which the insured shall become |egally obligated
to pay as dammges arising out of the ownership, maintenance or use
of the nmotor vehicle or notor vehicles within the United States of
Anerica or the Dom nion of Canada, subject to limts exclusive of

interest and costs required for proof of financial responsibility.

(3) An operator's policy of liability insurance shall pay on
behal f of the naned insured * * * all suns which the insured shal
becone legally obligated to pay as danmages arising out of his
use * * * of any notor vehicle not owned by him wthin the sane
territorial limts and subject to the sane limts of liability

required for an owner's policy of liability insurance in

subsection (1).

(4) The notor vehicle liability policy shall state the nane
and address of the naned insured, the coverage afforded by the
policy, the premiumcharged * * *, the policy period and the

limts of liability, and shall contain an agreenent or endorsenent

that insurance is provided * * * in accordance with the coverage
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defined in this section for bodily injury and death and property

damage, * * * and is subject to all the provisions of this
section.
(5) The notor vehicle liability policy shall not insure:

(a) Any obligation for which the insured or any conpany
as his insurer may be held |iable under any workers' conpensati on
I aw;

(b) Any liability on account of bodily injury to or
deat h of any enpl oyee of the insured while engaged in the
enpl oynent, other than donestic, of the insured, or in donestic
enpl oynment if benefits * * * are either payable or required to be
provi ded under any workers' conpensation |aw, or

(c) Any liability because of injury to or destruction
of property owned by, rented to, in charge of or transported by
t he insured.

(6) The notor vehicle liability policy is subject to the
foll ow ng provisions which need not be contained therein:

(a) The liability of the insurance conpany for the
i nsurance required by this section shall becone absol ute whenever
injury or damage covered by the notor vehicle liability policy
occurs; the policy may not be cancelled or annulled as to the
liability by any agreenent between the insurance conpany and the
insured after the occurrence of the injury or damage; no statenent
made by the insured or on his behalf and no violation of the
policy shall defeat or void the policy;

(b) The satisfaction by the insured of a judgnent for
the injury or damage shall not be a condition precedent to the

right or duty of the insurance conpany to nake paynent on account
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of the injury or damage;

(c) The insurance conpany shall have the right to
settle any claimcovered by the policy, and if the settlenent is
made in good faith, the amount * * * shall be deductible fromthe
limts of liability specified in paragraph (b) of subsection (2)
of this section; or

(d) The policy, the witten application * * * if any,
and any rider or endorsenent which does not conflict with

this * * * section shall constitute the entire contract between

the parties.

(7) The policy * * * may al so grant any |awful coverage in
excess of or in addition to the required coverage * * * and the
excess or additional coverage shall not be subject to * * * this

section. |If a policy * * * grants * * * excess or additional

coverage, * * * this section applies only to that part of the

coverage * * * required by this section.

(8) The notor vehicle liability policy nmay provide that the
i nsured shall reinburse the insurance conpany for any paynent the
i nsurance conpany woul d not have been obligated to nake under the
terms of the policy except for the provisions of this section.

(9) The notor vehicle liability policy may provide for the
prorating of the insurance thereunder with other valid and
col I ecti bl e insurance.

(10) The requirenents for a notor vehicle liability policy
may be fulfilled by the policies of one or nore insurance
conpani es which * * * together neet the requirenents.

(11) Any binder issued pending the issuance of a notor

vehicle liability policy shall be deened to fulfill the

S. B. No. 2337
00\ SS03\ R591
PAGE 17



487 requirenments for the policy.

488 SECTION 7. Section 63-15-51, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
489 anended as foll ows:

490 63-15-51. (1) Proof of financial responsibility may be
491 evidenced by the certificate of the State Treasurer that the
492 person naned * * * has deposited with him* * * in cash, or

493 securities * * * as may legally be purchased by savi ngs banks or

494 for trust in the amount required for proof of financial

495 responsibility. The State Treasurer shall not accept any * * *

496 deposit and issue a certificate therefor and the departnent shal
497 not accept the certificate unless acconpani ed by evi dence that

498 there are no unsatisfied judgnents of any character against the
499 depositor in the county where the depositor resides.

500 (2) The deposit shall be held by the State Treasurer to

501 satisfy, in accordance with * * * this section, any execution on a
502 judgnent issued agai nst the person making the deposit, for

503 dammages, including danages for care and | oss of services, because
504 of bodily injury to or death of any person, or for damages because
505 of injury to or destruction of property, including the | oss of use
506 thereof, resulting fromthe ownership, maintenance, use or

507 operation of a notor vehicle after such deposit was made. Money
508 or securities so deposited shall not be subject to attachment or
509 execution unless such attachnent or execution shall arise out of a
510 suit for damages * * *.

511 SECTI ON 8. Section 63-15-31, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
512 amended as fol | ows:

513 63-15-31. Judgnents referred to in this chapter shall, for

514 the purpose of this chapter only, be deened satisfied:
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541

542

(a) When Twenty-five Thousand Dol lars ($25,000.00) has

been credited upon any judgnent or judgnents rendered in excess of
t hat anount because of bodily injury to or death of one (1) person
as the result of any one (1) accident; or

(b) Wen, subject to such |imt of Twenty-five Thousand

Dol lars ($25, 000.00) because of bodily injury to or death of one

(1) person, the sumof Fifty Thousand Dol lars ($50,000.00) has

been credited upon any judgnent or judgnents rendered in excess of
t hat anount because of bodily injury to or death of two (2) or
nore persons as the result of any one (1) accident; or

(c) Wen Twenty-five Thousand Dol lars ($25,000.00) has

been credited upon any judgnent or judgnents rendered in excess of
t hat anount because of injury to or destruction of property of
others as a result of any one (1) accident.

However, paynents nmade in settlenment of any clains because of
bodily injury, death or property damage arising froma notor
vehi cl e accident shall be credited in reduction of the anmounts
provided for in this section.

SECTION 9. Section 27-19-59, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-19-59. Any person required under * * * this article to
regi ster and pay a privilege |icense tax on any vehicle shal
apply on fornms to be prescribed by the conm ssion, and the forns
shall require informati on as the comm ssion nmay deem necessary.

Al'l notor vehicles owned by the State of M ssissippi or any
agency, departnent or political subdivision thereof, when such
agency or departnent is supported wholly or in part by

appropriations frompublic funds, when used in the transportation
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570

of passengers, shall have painted on both sides, and, if

practical, on the rear of each such vehicle the nane of the state
agency or departnent, in letters at |east three (3) inches in

hei ght in a color which is in contrast with the color of the
vehicle, and no privilege license tag and decal s shall be issued
for the vehicle until the nane has been painted thereon as
required by this section. * * * This paragraph shall not apply to
vehi cl es used by the Chief Executive of the State of M ssissippi.

The tax collector, or the conm ssion, as the case nay be,
shall attach to or wite upon the application the nunber of the
| icense tag and decal s issued to the owner, and any ot her
information as may be deened necessary. The tax collector and his
deputies, and all representatives and enpl oyees of the comm ssion,
who are authorized to issue privilege licenses, and all other
persons authorized by law to issue privilege licenses, shall have
the power to adm ni ster oaths and take acknow edgenents of
signatures, without cost to the applicant. Al applications for
| icenses, or a mcrofilmcopy or a conputer-generated mcrofilm
copy of every * * * application, shall be preserved as a public
record for a period of not less than three (3) years fromthe date
t her eof .

Each person who applies to the conm ssion for the
registration of and a privilege license for a conmobn or contract
carrier of passengers which is not required by lawto qualify with
and obtain a certificate or permt fromthe M ssissippi Public
Servi ce Comm ssion shall, before being issued a |license, present
with his application * * * satisfactory proof that the person has

in force covering the vehicle a policy or policies of insurance
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conditioned to pay any final judgnent against the carrier for
personal injuries and property danage arising or resulting from

t he use, maintenance or operation of the vehicles of the carrier,
the policy or policies of insurance to be in an anmount of not |ess

than the mnimnumlimts required for proof of financial

responsibility under Section 63-15-3. Unless * * * proof that the

i nsurance policy or policies are in force is presented, no |license
tag shall be issued to the carrier. |[|f any person shall operate a
notor vehicle * * * without having in force this insurance and

wi t hout havi ng obtai ned the proper |icense tag and decals fromthe
commi ssion, that person shall * * * be |liable for the ful
privilege license tax and the penalty * * * as is otherw se

provi ded by this article and the comm ssion shall collect the tax
and penalty fromthe person. The conm ssion shall not, however,
issue a license tag and decals for a vehicle unless the owner or
operator * * * shall * * * furnish proof that the insurance is in
force, at which time the proper |icense tag and decal s shall be
issued. If, after a license tag and decals * * * have been issued
for any vehicle * * * the comm ssion * * * receives notice or

ot herwi se acquires know edge that the policy or policies of

i nsurance have been cancel |l ed, have | apsed, or are no longer in
force for any reason, then the comm ssion nmay require and conpel
the surrender of the license tag and decals and * * * retain them
until presented with proof that the policy or policies of

i nsurance required by this section are again in force, at which
time the license tag and decals shall be returned to such
taxpayer. None of the provisions of this paragraph shall apply,

however, to private carriers of passengers.
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SECTI ON 10. Section 63-3-411, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

63-3-411. (1) The driver of a vehicle involved in an
accident resulting in injury to or death of any person or * * *

damage to the property of another person shall imediately, by the

gui ckest means of communi cation, give notice of the collision to
the nunicipal police departnment if the collision occurs within an
i ncorporated municipality, or if the collision occurs outside of
an incorporated nmunicipality to the nearest sheriff's office or
hi ghway patrol station

(2) (a) The driver * * * shall also forward within fifteen

(15) working days after such accident, a witten report of such

accident to the departnment. The investigating officer shal

furnish all drivers an accident report formas provided in Section

63-15-9 and shall also provide instructions as to how and when the

report nust be conpleted and subnmitted to the departnent.

(b) The departnent shall admi nister a fine of Two

Hundred Dol |l ars ($200.00) upon the person failing to nake a

report.

(3) The department nmay require any driver * * * filing a
report * * * to file supplenental reports whenever the original
report is insufficient in the opinion of the departnent.
Additionally, the departnment may require wtnesses of accidents to
file reports to the departnent.

(4) It shall be the duty of the highway patrol or the
sheriff's office to investigate all accidents required to be
reported by this section when the accident occurs outside the

corporate limts of a nmunicipality, and it shall be the duty of
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the police departnent of each nunicipality to investigate al
accidents required to be reported by this section when the
accidents occur within the corporate limts of the municipality.

Every | aw enforcenment officer who investigates an acci dent as
required by this subsection, whether the investigation is made at
the scene of the accident or by subsequent investigation and

interviews, shall forward within ten (10) working days after * * *

the date of the accident a witten report of the accident to the

departnment if the accident occurred outside the corporate limts
of a municipality, or to the police departnment of the nunicipality
if the accident occurred within the corporate limts of such
municipality. Police departnments shall forward such reports to

the department within ten (10) working days of the date of the

accident. Failure of the appropriate |aw enforcenent agency to

submt the reports as required by this subsection or to furnish

the accident report forns to the drivers as required in subsection

(2) of this section shall subject the agency to an adm nistrative

fine by the departnment of Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00). Any

agency so fined may nake a witten request to the departnent for a

hearing. The hearing shall be held in accordance with rules and

requl ations that are adopted by the departnment and that are in

conpliance with due process of law. The funds fromthe fines

collected by the Departnent of Public Safety shall be deposited in

the General Fund in the State Treasury and shall be subject to the

annual leqgislative appropriation process.

(5) The Departnent of Public Safety shall devel op procedures

to ensure that the reports required by this section are nade a

part of the files of the departnent.
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(6) \Whenever an engineer of a railroad | oconotive, or other
person in charge of a train, is required to show proof of his
identity under the provisions of this article, in connection with
operation of such | oconotive, to any |aw enforcenent officer, such
person shall not be required to display his operator's or
chauffeur's |icense but shall display his railroad enpl oyee
nunber .

(7) In addition to the information required on the
"statewide uniformtraffic accident report™ forns provided by
Section 63-3-415, the departnent shall require the parties
i nvol ved in an accident and the w tnesses of such accident to
furnish their phone nunbers in order to assist the investigation
by | aw enforcenent officers.

SECTION 11. Section 63-15-71, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

63-15-71. (1) The departnent shall, upon request and
recei pt of proper fees, furnish any person a certified abstract of
the operating record of any person subject to * * * this chapter,
and the abstract shall also fully designate the notor vehicles, if
any, registered in the nane of such person. |If there is no record
of any conviction of such person of violating any law relating to
the operation of a notor vehicle or of any injury or damage caused
by such person, the departnent shall so certify.

(2) A violation of Section 63-15-8 shall not be a part of

the operating record of a person and shall not be furnished to any

person.

SECTI ON 12. This section shall be codified as Section

63-15-77, M ssissippi Code of 1972:
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63-15-77. Sections 63-15-3, 63-15-7, 63-15-9, 63-15-11,
63-15-31, 63-15-43 and 63-15-51, M ssissippi Code of 1972, and
Section 3 of this act, shall stand repealed on July 1, 2002.

SECTION 13. In determining rates for notor vehicle liability

i nsurance, an insurer shall not consider the fact that an
appl i cant does not have notor vehicle insurance covering the
applicant's notor vehicle at the tinme of his application for

i nsurance, unless the insurer has an actuarial justification. An
i nsurer may consider any relevant factor contributing to the
cancel lation, refusal to renew, or other involuntary term nation
of notor vehicle insurance coverage previously naintai ned by the
appl i cant.

SECTI ON 14. No insurer shall cancel, nonrenew or increase

the premiumof a notor vehicle insurance policy based on the
insured's involvenment in a notor vehicle accident when the
insured's action is not a proxi mate cause of any |oss, damage,
injury or death arising out of the accident.

SECTION 15. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.
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