M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Johnson (38th), Blacknon, Simons, To:  Education;
Tur ner Appropriations
SENATE BI LL NO 2333
1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 37-3-81 AND 37-3-83, M SSI SSI PPI
2 CODE OF 1972, TO DI RECT THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON TO
3 ESTABLI SH A SCHOOL SAFETY CENTER TO PROVI DE TECHNI CAL AND CRI SI' S
4  ASS|I STANCE TO SCHOOL DI STRICTS, AND TO AUTHORI ZE SCHOOL SAFETY
5 GRANTS TO LOCAL SCHOCL DI STRICTS TO FI NANCE CERTAI N PROGRAMS TO
6 PROVI DE SCHOOL SAFETY; TO ESTABLI SH A SCHOOL CRI SI S MANAGEMENT
7 PROGRAM W THI N THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON, TO PROVIDE FOR A
8 TEAM OF PROFESSI ONAL | NDI VI DUALS TO RESPOND TO TRAUMATI C OR
9 VIOLENT SI TUATI ONS THAT | MPACT STUDENTS AND FACULTY IN THE PUBLI C
10 SCHOOLS; TO PROVI DE PROCEDURES FOR THE OPERATI ON OF THE PROGRAM
11 AND TO AUTHORI ZE FUNDI NG FOR THE PROGRAM AND FOR RELATED
12  PURPCSES.
13 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
14 SECTION 1. Section 37-3-81, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
15 amended as foll ows:
16 37-3-81. The Department of Education shall establish and
17 mintain a School Safety Center, which shall operate a statew de
18 information clearinghouse that (a) provides assistance to school
19 districts and comunities during school crisis; and (b) provides
20 technical assistance to public school officials and parents who
21 need assistance in devel oping school safety plans and in
22 maintaining a safe school environnent.
23 SECTION 2. Section 37-3-83, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
24 anended as foll ows:
25 37-3-83. (1) There is established within the State
26 Departnent of Education a School Safety Grant Program avail able
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to all eligible public school districts, to assist in financing

prograns to provide school safety.

(2) Subject to the extent of appropriations avail able, the
School Safety Gant Program shall offer any of the follow ng
specific preventive services, and other additional services

appropriate to school safety, to be provided through the School

Safety Center:

(a) Metal detectors;

(b) Video surveillance cameras, conmunication equi pnent

and noni toring equi prent for classroons, school buildings and
school buses;

(c) Crisis managenent/action teans responding to school
vi ol ence; and

(d) Violence prevention training, conflict resolution
trai ning, and other appropriate training designated by the State
Department of Education for faculty and staff.

(3) Each local school district of this state may annually
apply for * * * school safety grant funds subject to
appropriations by the Legislature. 1In order to be eligible for
such program each |ocal school board desiring to participate
shall apply to the State Departnent of Education by May 31 before
t he begi nning of the applicable fiscal year on forns provided by
the departnent, and shall be required to establish a |ocal School
Saf ety Task Force to involve nenbers of the community in the
school safety effort. The State Departnent of Education shal
determ ne by July 1 of each succeedi ng year which | ocal schoo
districts have submtted approved applications for school safety
grants.

(4) As part of the School Safety Gant Program the State
Depart ment of Education nay conduct a pilot programto research

the feasibility of using video canmera equi pnent in the classroom
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to address the foll ow ng:
(a) Determne if video caneras in the classroomreduce
student di sciplinary problens;
(b) Enable teachers to present clear and convincing
evi dence of a student's disruptive behavior to the student, the
princi pal, the superintendent and the student's parents; and
(c) Enable teachers to review teaching performance and
recei ve di agnostic feedback for devel opnental purposes.
The results of any such pilot programshall be reported to
t he Chairmen of the Education Committees in the House of
Representati ves and Senate by Decenber 15 of the year foll ow ng
i npl enentation of the pilot program Any funds appropriated by
the Legislature for the support of the pilot programshall be used
only for the purchase of equi pnent and supplies necessary for
i npl enentation of the pilot program
(5) Any local school district may use video canera equi pnment
in classroons for the purpose of nonitoring school disciplinary
probl ens.

SECTION 3. (1) There is established a School Crisis

Managenment Program whi ch shall be attached to the State Departnent
of Education. Under this program the State Departnent of
Education shall create an office to provide a quick response team
of nmental health professionals, |aw enforcenent officers
experienced in school crisis situations, attorneys and ot her

i ndi viduals with appropriate training, to respond to traumatic or
violent situations that inpact students and faculty in the public
schools in Mssissippi. The State Departnent of Education may

enter into a contractual agreenment with the M ssissippi Chapter of
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t he National Association of Social Wrkers for the adm nistration
of the program The School Crisis Managenent Program shall neet
the foll ow ng conditions:

(a) The basic response team shall consist of at |east
three (3) individuals, and may consi st of a |arger nunber
depending on the size of the school and the nature of the event.
Each team shall include a |icensed counsel or or |icensed
psychol ogi st, a |licensed social worker, a | aw enforcenent officer
experienced in school crisis situations, and nmay include an
attorney and other individuals with appropriate training. The
State Departnment of Education shall contract with the foll ow ng
associations in order to train and conmt individuals on a team
The M ssi ssippi Counseling Association, the M ssissipp
Psychol ogi cal Associ ation, the M ssissippi Chapter of the National
Associ ation of Social Wrkers, the Mssissippi Sheriffs
Associ ation, The M ssissippi Bar and ot her appropriate
associ ations associated with individuals trained in school crisis
managemnent .

(b) In order to access the services of a response team
t he request shall be nade by the |ocal school principal or the
superi ntendent of schools who shall nake the request to the State
Depart ment of Education, or its contact designee.

(c) The requesting school or school district shal
commt student tinme to the response team during the school day
either individually or in groups.

(d) A response teamshall enter a school to work with
students and faculty for no nore than a three-day period.

(e) Response teans shall be organized on a regiona
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basis in order to provide inmediate access to these services.

(f) The State Departnment of Education, or its contact
desi gnee, shall operate a toll-free incomng w de area tel ephone
service for the purpose of reporting suspected cases of school
vi ol ence, and other traumatic situations inpacting on students and
faculty in the public schools.

(g) Subject to the availability of funds specifically
appropriated therefor by the Legislature, the expenses of the
qui ck response teans and their adm nistrative support shall be
provi ded fromstate funds, and the State Departnent of Education
may apply for and expend funds for the support and nai ntenance of
this programfrom private and ot her funding sources.

(2) Local school districts, school superintendents and
principals shall be fully authorized to request and utilize the
services of quick response teans provided for under this section.

This section shall not be construed to require school officials
to request the services of quick response teans provided for under
this section.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.
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