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SENATE BI LL NO. 2327

AN ACT TO CREATE THE SAFETY PROFESSI ONAL Tl TLE PROTECTI ON ACT
FOR THE PURPOSE OF RECOGN ZI NG THE SAFETY PROFESSI ON, TO ESTABLI SH
M NI MUM QUALI FI CATI ONS FOR A SAFETY PROFESSI ONAL; TO REQUI RE THAT
NO PERSON MAY REPRESENT H MSELF TO THE PUBLI C AS A SAFETY
PROFESSI ONAL UNLESS HE HAS MET THE M NI MUM QUALI FI CATI ONS REQUI RED
BY TH' S ACT; TO PROVI DE EXEMPTI ONS; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. This act shall be known and nay be cited as the

"Safety Professional Title Protection Act."

SECTION 2. The purpose of this act is to recognize the

safety profession and to require that individuals representing
t hensel ves to the public as safety professionals have net the
m ni mum qual i fications required by this act.

SECTION 3. As used in this act, the following terns shal

have the neaning ascribed to them herein unless the context
requi res otherw se:

(a) "Accredited college or university" is any coll ege
or university offering degrees that are accredited by an
organi zati on recogni zed by the Council on Hi gher Education
Accreditation (CHEA) as an accrediting organization. A college or
university that is |located outside of the United States shall be
considered on the basis of its accreditation status in the

education systemthat has jurisdiction.
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(b) "Accredited programt is a programthat is
accredited by the Accrediting Board of Engi neering and Technol ogy
( ABET) .

(c) "Associate safety professional (ASP)" is a person
who has been recogni zed by the Board of Certified Safety
Pr of essi onal s and whose recognition has not | apsed.

(d) "Board of Certified Safety Professionals (BCSP)" is
a nonprofit corporation established to inprove the practice and
educational standards of the profession of safety by certifying
i ndi vi dual s who neet its education, experience, exam nation and
mai nt enance requirenents.

(e) "Certified safety professional (CSP)" is a person
who has been certified by the Board of Certified Safety
Pr of essi onal s and whose certification has not | apsed.

(f) "Education" neans a baccal aureate degree from an
accredited college or university in safety, engineering,
chem stry, physics, or closely related physical or biological
science, or a baccal aureate degree froman accredited coll ege or
university that contains at |east sixty (60) senmester hours in
sci ence, mathenmatics, engineering or technol ogy, or any
conbi nation thereof, with at least fifteen (15) hours at the upper
| evel in one or nore such areas. An unacceptabl e bachelor's
degree may be renedi ed by additional course work from an
accredited college or university or by conpletion of a related
graduat e degr ee.

(g) "Full-time professional safety experience" is
experience in which safety accounts for at least fifty percent
(50% of the position's activities. Safety shall include
experience in conducting eval uations, providing reconmendati ons,
probl em resol uti on, training prograns, consultations, analysis of

acci dent causes, system analysis, ergonom cs and other simlar
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safety/ health services. Safety experience includes the ability
to: (i) anticipate, identify and eval uate hazardous conditions
and practices; (ii) develop hazard control designs, nethods,
procedures and prograns; (iii) inplenent, admnister and advise
ot hers on hazard controls and hazard control programs; and (ivV)
nmeasure, audit and evaluate the effectiveness of hazard controls
and hazard control prograns.

(h) "Cccupational health and safety technol ogi st
(OHST)" is a person who by virtue of education, experience and
examnation is jointly certified as such by the Board of Certified
Saf ety Professionals (BCSP) and the Anmerican Board of Industrial
Hygi ene (ABIH).

(i) "Construction health and safety technol ogi st
(CHST)" is a person who by virtue of education, experience and
examnation is jointly certified as such by the Board of Certified
Saf ety Professionals (BCSP) and the Anmerican Board of Industrial
Hygi ene (ABIH).

(j) "Certified hazardous material manager (CHMW)" is a
person who by virtue of education, experience and exam nation is
certified by the Institute of Hazardous Material s Managenent
(I'HW) and whose certification has not |apsed.

(k) "Institute of Hazardous Material s Managenent
(THW " is a nonprofit corporation established to certify
i ndi vidual s in the managenent of hazardous materials who neet its
educati on, experience and exam nation requirenents.

(1) "Safety profession” is that science and discipline
concerned with the preservation of human and material resources

t hrough the systematic application of principles drawn from such
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di sci plines as engi neering, education, chem stry, the physical and
bi ol ogi cal sciences, ergonom cs, psychol ogy and physi ol ogy, for

t he purposes of anticipating, identifying and eval uating
potentially hazardous systens, conditions and practices and
devel opi ng, inplenmenting, adm nistering and advi sing others on
hazard control design, nethods, procedures and prograns.

(m "Safety professional” neans an associate safety
prof essional, a certified safety professional, an occupati onal
health and safety technologist, a certified hazardous materials
manager or a construction safety and health technol ogi st.

SECTION 4. No person may represent hinself to the public as

a safety professional unless he neets one or nore of the follow ng
criteria:

(a) Possesses certification froma nationally
recogni zed professional safety organization accredited by the
Nat i onal Conmi ssion on Certifying Agencies or the Council of
Engi neering and Scientific Specialty Boards; or

(b) Is a professional engineer (PE), registered in the
safety discipline froma state which offers specific exam nations
in safety engi neering through the state body controlling/issuing
engi neering |icensing and neets the continuing professional
devel opnment requirenents of a nationally recogni zed professional
safety organi zation accredited by the National Conmm ssion on
Certifying Agencies or the Council of Engineering and Scientific
Speci alty Boards; or

(c) Has ten (10) years of docunented professional
safety experience in the safety profession as defined in Section

3(g) of this act and neets the continuing professional devel opnent
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requi renents of a nationally recognized professional safety
organi zati on accredited by the National Comm ssion on Certifying
Agenci es or the Council of Engineering and Scientific Specialty
Boar ds; or

(d) Holds a bachelor's degree, master's degree or
doctoral degree in safety froman accredited programw thin an
accredited college or university and neets continuing professional
devel opnment requirenents of a nationally recogni zed professional
safety organi zation accredited by the National Conmm ssion on
Certifying Agencies or the Council of Engineering and Scientific
Speci alty Board; or

(e) Holds a bachelor's degree, master's degree or
doctoral degree in safety within an accredited college or
uni versity, has eighteen (18) nonths of professional safety
experience and neets the continuing professional devel opnent
requi renents of a nationally recognized professional safety
organi zati on accredited by the National Comm ssion on Certifying
Agenci es or the Council of Engineering and Scientific Specialty
Boar ds; or

(f) Holds a bachelor's degree, master's degree or
doctoral degree in science or engineering within an accredited
col l ege or university and neets the professional experience and
continui ng professional devel opment requirenents of a nationally
recogni zed professional safety organization accredited by the
Nat i onal Conmi ssion on Certifying Agencies or the Council of
Engi neering and Scientific Specialty Boards; or

(g) Holds any bachelor's degree froman accredited

col l ege or university and neets the professional experience and
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139 continuing professional devel opnent requirenments of a nationally
140 recogni zed professional safety organization accredited by the
141 National Conm ssion on Certifying Agencies or the Council of

142 Engineering and Scientific Specialty Boards.

143 SECTION 5. No entity of state or |ocal governnment shall by

144 rule or otherwise prohibit or restrict the practice of safety or
145 injury/illness prevention by a qualified individual who conplies
146 wth the provisions established by or in accordance with this act,
147 except where authorized by state statute to regulate a specific
148 activity that may include the practice of safety or injury/illness
149 prevention.

150 SECTION 6. This act shall not apply to:

151 (a) A person enployed as an apprentice under the

152 supervision of a safety professional;

153 (b) A student of safety engaging in supervised

154 activities related to safety; or

155 (c) Any individual practicing within the scope of the
156 neaning of safety or injury/illness prevention if the individual

157 does not use the title or the initials of, or otherw se represent
158 hinself to the public as, a safety professional.

159 SECTION 7. This act shall take effect and be in force from

160 and after July 1, 2000.
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