M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By:

~No o~ WDNPRE

(o]

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

Smith To: Public Health and
Wl fare
Appropriations

SENATE BI LL NO. 2306

AN ACT TO CREATE A TASK FORCE ON ESTABLI SHI NG A M SSI SSI PPI
DEPARTMENT OF CHI LDREN AND FAM LY PROGRAMS TO STUDY THE
| MPLEMENTATI ON OF A FREESTANDI NG AGENCY TO ADM NI STER CERTAI N
SPECI FI C CHI LDREN SERVI CE PROGRAMS AND THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF A
COORDI NATED SERVI CES FUNDI NG SYSTEM FOR | NDI VI DUAL CHI LDREN I N
NEED OF SUCH SERVI CES, AND TO STUDY OTHER CHI LD SERVI CE- RELATED
| SSUES; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. (1) There is hereby created a Task Force on

Est abl i shing a M ssi ssippi Departnent of Children and Fam |y
Prograns which shall study the inplenentation of a freestanding
agency of M ssissippi governnment that would focus on and

adm nister the follow ng progranms relating to children: (a) the
functions of the Division of Youth Services of the Departnent of
Human Services; (b) the functions of the Child Support Unit of the
Department of Human Services; (c) the functions of all child
service prograns presently adm nistered by the Departnent of Human
Services, including the foster care or foster honme placenent
program child adoption and child placenent, and investigation of
child abuse and neglect; (d) the adm nistration of the school
attendance officers enforcing the M ssissippi Conmpul sory School

At t endance Law presently adm nistered by the district attorney

offices; (e) the alternative school progranms presently
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adm ni stered by the various school districts; (f) the Center for
Prevention of School Violence programpresently under the State
Department of Education; (g) the Support Qur Students (SOS)
comuni ty- based program presently under the State Departnent of
Educati on and any other youth mentoring program operating under
public grant funds; (h) a Private Enterprise Mentorship Program
for children in the custody of the Departnent of Human Services;
(i) any programfor children with severe enotional disturbances
whi ch are not provided by the M ssissippi Departnent of Mental
Health; (j) child care facility licensure prograns presently
adm ni stered by the M ssissippi Departnment of Health; and (k) a
Coordi nated Services Plan for Children which uses a "decategorized
fundi ng system to budget and pay for all services required for an
i ndi vidual child in need of the prograns specified in (a) through
(i), creating a state and | ocal Interagency Teamto determ ne and
commt to an individual budget for each child, to ensure that the
funds for approved services follow the child. The task force may
study and nake recomrendati ons on any other programrelating to
child welfare or children's services, including but not limted to
the youth court systemin M ssissippi, the child abuse and negl ect
| aws of M ssissippi, and the inpact of state and federal welfare
reforminitiatives on child welfare services in M ssissippi.

(2) The task force shall make a report of its findings and
reconmendations to the Legislature, the Lieutenant Governor and
t he Governor on Cctober 1, 2000, for inplenentation in the 2000
Regul ar Sessi on.

(3) The task force shall be conposed of the follow ng: (a)
the Executive Director of the Departnment of Human Services; (b)
the State Superintendent of Education; (c) the Executive Director
of the M ssissippi Departnent of Mental Health; (d) the Executive

Director of the Division of Medicaid of the Ofice of the
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Governor; (e) the executive director of one (1) regional nental
heal th/retardation center in the state to be designated by the
State Board of Mental Health; (f) the Attorney General; (g) the
Director of the Council of Youth Court Judges; (h) the Chairman of
the Senate Commttee on Juvenile Justice; (i) the Chairman of the
House Committee on Juvenile Justice; (j) the Chairman of the
Senate Conmittee on Education; (k) the Chairman of the House
Comm ttee on Education; (lI) the Chairman of the Senate Conmttee
on Public Health and Wl fare; and (m the Chairnman of the House
Commttee on Public Health and Welfare. In the event any nenber
is unable to attend any neeting of the task force, such nenber
shall not be authorized to designate another person to attend or
vote at such neeting. Wthin fifteen (15) days after passage of
this section, on a day to be designated jointly by the Governor,
t he Li eutenant Governor and the Speaker of the House of
Representatives, the task force shall neet and organi ze by
selecting fromits nmenbership a chairman and a vice chairman. The
vi ce chairman shall also serve as secretary and shall be
responsi bl e for keeping all records of the task force. A majority
of the menbers of the task force shall constitute a quorum Al
menbers shall be notified in witing of all neetings, such notices
to be mailed at |east five (5) days prior to the date on which a
neeting is to be held.

(4) Any nenber of the task force who is also a state
enpl oyee shall not be eligible to receive per diem conpensation
for attending nmeetings of the task force, but may be reinbursed in
accordance with Section 25-3-41, M ssissippi Code of 1972, for

m | eage and actual expense incurred in the performance of their
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duties, if authorized by vote, at a neeting of the task force,

whi ch action shall be recorded in the official mnutes of said
neeting. Legislative nenbers of the task force shall be paid from
t he contingent expense funds of their respective houses in the
sanme amounts as provided for commttee neetings when the
Legislature is not in session.

(5) The task force is authorized to accept noney from any
source, public or private, to be expended in inplenenting its
duties under this resolution.

(6) The State Fiscal Oficer is hereby authorized and
directed to withhold any State General Funds allocated to any
state agency whose agency head is directed to attend neeti ngs of
the Task Force on Creating a Departnent of Children and Famly
Progranms for any nonth in which such agency head fails to attend a
regularly called nmeeting of the task force, w thout good cause.

(7) The task force is enmpowered to hire staff as well as to
utilize staff already enployed by the agencies affected by this
section and any other assistance nmade available to it.

(8) Funding for the task force may be provided from any
funds that may be appropriated by the Legislature for that
pur pose.

(9) Upon presentation of its report, the task force shall be
di ssol ved.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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