M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Dearing To: H ghways and
Transportation

SENATE BILL NO 2305
(As Passed the Senate)

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 55-13-5, 55-13-7, 55-13-13,
55-13-15, 55-13-17, 55-13-19, 55-13-33, 55-13-35 AND 55-13-41,
M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO CLARIFY THE LAWS GOVERNI NG THE
CONSTRUCTI ON OF THE NATCHEZ TRACE PARKWAY; TO CLARI FY THE
AUTHORI TY OF THE M SSI SSI PPl DEPARTMVENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON TO
CONSENSUALLY PURCHASE AND CONDEMN PROPERTY FOR THE RI GHT- OF- WAY OF
THE NATCHEZ TRACE PARKWAY; TO PROVI DE THAT THE PURCHASE AND
CONDEMNATI ON OF SUCH PROPERTY NMAY BE CONDUCTED TO THE FULL EXTENT
ALLONED BY OTHER PROVI SI ONS OF THE LAWS OF THE STATE; TO CLARI FY
10 THE SOURCES OF FUNDI NG FOR THE COSTS OF ACQUI RI NG SUCH
11 RICGHT-OF-VWAY; TO AUTHORI ZE THE M SSI SSI PPl TRANSPORTATI ON
12 COW SSI ON TO CONVEY RI GHT- OF- WAY ACQUI RED BY | T FOR THE NATCHEZ
13 TRACE PARKVWAY TO THE UNI TED STATES; TO CLARI FY THE ASSI STANCE THAT
14 THE M SSI SSI PPI TRANSPORTATI ON COWMM SSI ON | S AUTHORI ZED TO d VE
15 THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT REGARDI NG THE CONSTRUCTI ON OF THE NATCHEZ
16 TRACE PARKVWAY; TO AUTHORI ZE THE M SSI SSI PPl TRANSPORTATI ON
17 COW SSI ON TO ACQUI RE THE RI GHT- OF- WAY AND SCENI C EASEMENTS THAT
18 | T CONSI DERS APPROPRI ATE TO COVWLETE THE TERM NUS OF THE NATCHEZ
19 TRACE PARKVWAY | N NATCHEZ, M SSI SSI PPI; TO AUTHORI ZE THE
20 M SSI SSI PPl TRANSPORTATI ON COW SSI ON TO UTI LI ZE ANY LAWS
21 AVAI LABLE TO I'T UNDER THE LAWS OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI TO
22 REMOVE JUNKYARDS AND TO REMOVE ADVERTI SI NG THAT |I'S PROHI BI TED
23 ALONG THE NATCHEZ TRACE PARKWAY; TO REPEAL SECTI ONS 55-13-1,
24  55-13-9, 55-13-11, 55-13-21, 55-13-23, 55-13-27, 55-13-29,
25 55-13-31, 55-13-37, 55-13-39, 55-13-43 AND 55-13-45, M SSI SSI PPI
26 CODE OF 1972, WH CH CREATE AND PROVI DE FOR THE POWNERS AND DUTI ES
27 OF THE NATCHEZ TRACE PARKVWAY COW SSI ON; PROVI DE FOR THE PAYMENT
28 OF THE COSTS OF ACQUI SI TI ON OF RI GHT- OF- WAY BY COUNTI ES; REQUI RE
29 THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, DI STRI CT ATTORNEYS AND COUNTY ATTORNEYS TO
30 ASSI ST IN THE ACQUI SI TI ON OF RI GHT- OF- WAY; PROVI DE FOR PAYMENTS
31 FOR TI MBER ON ACQUI RED LAND; PROVI DE FOR THE CONDEMNATI ON OF
32 PROPERTY; PROVIDE FOR THE SALE OF M NERAL | NTERESTS TO FORMER
33 OMERS; AND PROVI DE FOR CERTAI N REGULATI ON OF ADVERTI SI NG
34 STRUCTURES; AND FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.

OCO~NOUIARWNE

35 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
36 SECTION 1. Section 55-13-5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

37 amended as follows: [ WANL]

38 55-13-5. The right-of-way * * * for the Natchez Trace

39 Parkway shall be of such size and di nension as may be required by
40 the United States government or its subsidiaries in charge of any

41 such parkway. The anpunt of right-of-way held in fee sinple shal

42 not exceed one hundred (100) acres on the average to the mle of
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such roadway * * *, Scenic easenents in conbination with any

right-of-way held in fee sinple shall not exceed one hundred fifty

(150) acres on the average to the mle of such roadway * * *.
SECTION 2. Section 55-13-7, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as fol |l ows: [ WANZ]

55-13-7. The M ssissippi Transportation Conmi ssion, in the

acquisition of the lands for the Natchez Trace Parkway, shall have

full power and authority to consensually purchase and to condemn

such lands for the right-of-way for the Natchez Trace Parkway to

the full extent allowed by other provisions of the |aws of the

State of Mssissippi * * *, * * *

SECTI ON 3. Section 55-13-13, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as fol |l ows: [ WANS]

55-13-13. \Wienever the CGovernor of the State of M ssissipp

and the M ssissippi Transportati on Conm ssion shall deemit to be

in the best interest of the State of M ssissippi to proceed to
purchase additional right-of-way for the Natchez Trace Parkway so
that such rights-of-way may be avail able for any contenpl ated or
proposed appropriation to be made by the United States governnent
| ooki ng toward the conpletion of such Natchez Trace Parkway, then

the M ssissippi Transportation Conmm ssion is authorized, directed

and enpowered to proceed to purchase such additional rights-of-way

as the * * * M ssissippi Transportati on Conmm ssion and the

Governor of the State of M ssissippi may deem necessary. * * *

The cost of such right-of-way for Natchez Trace Parkway, including
t he maki ng of surveys and the preparation of plans and
specifications and em nent domai n proceedi ngs and ot her necessary
expenses may be paid * * * out of any funds nade available * * *

for use by the Mssissippi Departnent of Transportation regardless

of whet her such funds are designated for construction or

mai nt enance * * *.

SECTI ON 4. Section 55-13-15, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as fol |l ows: [ WAN4]

55-13-15. * * *

The M ssissippi Transportation Connission is authorized and

enpowered to convey right-of-way acquired by it for the Natchez

Trace Parkway to the United States of Anerica without any
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consideration if the federal governnent requires as a precondition

to it providing financial assistance for operations on such

ri ght-of -way the transfer of such right-of-way to the federa

governnent. The Transportation Conmission is authorized to convey

the right-of-way to the United States of Anerica by warranty,

special warranty or quitclaimdeed and to retain whatever present

or reversionary interests in the right-of-way it deens

appropri ate.

SECTION 5. Section 55-13-17, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as fol |l ows: [ WAN5S]

55-13-17. The Natchez Trace Parkway * * * is hereby nmade a
part of the state highway system * * * Full jurisdiction over

the Natchez Trace Parkway is * * * conferred upon the M ssissipp

Transportation Conm ssion for the purpose of assisting the agents

and enpl oyees of the federal governnent in route selection, |ane

pl acenent, design, right-of-way limt selection, right-of-way

acqui sition (including, but not limted to, all em nent domain

matters), soil testing, enqgineering, contractor selection and

contractor nanagenent.

* * *

The M ssissippi Transportati on Conmi SSion may receive on

behalf of and in the nane of the State of M ssissippi al

ri ghts-of -way and sceni c easenents necessary or appropriate for

the Natchez Trace Parkway by fee sinple title or any inferior

title.
SECTION 6. Section 55-13-19, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as fol | ows: [ WANG]

55-13-19. * * * The M ssissippi Transportati on Conm SSi on

is * * * guthorized * * * to acquire by purchase or eni nent domai n

the right-of-way and sceni c easenents it considers appropriate to

conplete the term nus of the Natchez Trace Parkway in Natchez,

M ssissippi, and to transfer such right-of-way to the United

States of Anerica for the construction of the Natchez Trace
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Par kway. * * *
SECTION 7. Section 55-13-33, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

anmended as fol |l ows: [ WAN7]

55-13-33. No advertisenent or advertising structure shall be
erected, constructed, installed, nmaintained or operated wi thin one
t housand (1, 000) feet of the outside boundary of the Natchez Trace
Par kway outside the limts of any nunicipality except as foll ows:

(a) Signs, displays or devices which advertise sal e,
| ease, rental or devel opment of the property on which it is
| ocat ed,;

(b) Signs, displays or devices which carry only
advertisenments strictly related to the |lawful use of the property
on which it is located including signs, displays and devi ces which
identify the business transacted, services rendered, goods sold or
produced on the property, nane of the business or nane of the
person, firmor corporation occupying or owning the property. The
size of signs advertising the major activity of a business is not

regul at ed under Sections 55-13-33, 55-13-35 and 55-13-41; however,

si gns which advertise brand nane products or service sold or
offered for sale on the property shall not be displayed unl ess
such signs are on or attached to the building in which such
products are sold. Al signs permtted under this paragraph shal
be | ocated not nore than one hundred fifty (150) feet fromthe
buil ding in which such business activity is carried on;

(c) Historic markers erected by duly constituted and
aut hori zed public authorities;

(d) Hi ghway markers and signs erected or caused to be

erected by the M ssissippi Departnent of Transportation or other

aut horized authorities in accordance with the |aw,

(e) Directional and official signs or notices erected
and nmai ntai ned by public officers or agencies pursuant to and in
accordance with [ awful authorization for the purpose of carrying

out an official duty or responsibility;
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(f) * ** Signs located within a one thousand (1, 000)
foot radius of intersections created by the crossing of the
boundary of the Natchez Trace Parkway with the right-of-way |ines
of conponents of the National Systemof Interstate and Defense
H ghways, the Federal Aid Primary H ghway System or the
M ssi ssi ppi System of Primary H ghways;

(q) Signs located within the limts of any

muni ci pality;

(h) Advertising structures in existence on July 1,

1988, as long as they are within the average |life span for such

structures but in no event |onger that twenty-five (25) vyears.

SECTI ON 8. Section 55-13-35, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as fol | ows: [ WANS]

55-13-35. It shall be unlawful to construct or erect a
buil ding of nore than three (3) stories or thirty-five (35) feet
i n height, whichever is I esser, within one thousand (1, 000) feet
of the outside boundary of the Natchez Trace Parkway. Such
restrictions on buildings shall apply notw thstandi ng that such
area is located inside or outside a nunicipality and
notwi t hstandi ng any other provisions of lawto the contrary. * * *

This section shall not apply to:

(a) Any building in existence on July 1, 1988;
(b) Silos and buil dings designed for agricultural use
whi ch serve only one (1) farm and

(c) Churches * * *,

SECTION 9. Section 55-13-41, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol | ows: [ WAN9]
55-13-41. * * *

The M ssissippi Transportation Conmi ssion may utilize any

renmedy available to it under the laws of this state to renove

junkyards and to renove any advertising that does not conmply with

the provisions of this chapter.

SECTI ON 10. Sections 55-13-1, 55-13-9, 55-13-11, 55-13-21,
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55-13-23, 55-13-27, 55-13-29, 55-13-31, 55-13-37, 55-13-39,
55-13-43 and 55-13-45, M ssissippi Code of 1972, which create and
provi de for the powers and duties of the Natchez Trace
Par kway Conmm ssion; provide for the paynment of the costs of
acqui sition of right-of-way by counties; require the Attorney
Ceneral, district attorneys and county attorneys to assist in the
acqui sition of right-of-way; provide for paynents for tinber on
acquired |l and; provide for the condemmation of property; provide
for the sale of mneral interests to former owners and provide for
certain regulation of advertising structures, are hereby repeal ed.
SECTION 11. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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