M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By:

|_\

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

VWhite (29th) To: Hi ghways and
Transportation

SENATE BI LL NO. 2290

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 63-5-25, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
CLARI FY THE REQUI REMENT OF SAFETY CONNECTI ONS FOR A TOWED VEHI CLE;
AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 63-5-25, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows: [ CSQL]

63-5-25. (1) Every trailer which shall be towed on the
public highways at a speed in excess of twenty (20) mles per hour
shall be coupled to the towi ng vehicle by nmeans of a safety chain,
chai ns, cables, or equivalent devices in addition to the regular

trailer hitch or coupling. Al safety chains and attachnments al so

shall have a positive neans of ensuring that the safety connection

or attachnent does not becone dislodged while in transit. This

requi renent does not apply to a semtrailer having a connecting
devi ce conmposed of a fifth wheel and kingpin assenbly neeting the
requi renents of the Interstate Conmerce Conm ssion, nor to a pole,
pi pe, casing, long or piling dolly. No nore slack shall be left
in any such safety chains, cables or equival ent devices than shal
be necessary to permt proper turning. The safety chains, cables
or equival ent device shall be so connected to the towed and tow ng

vehicles and to the drawbar to prevent the drawbar from dropping
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to the ground if the drawbar fails, and shall be of sufficient
strength to control the trailer in event of failure of the regular
trailer hitch or coupling.

(2) Wen one (1) vehicle is tow ng another the drawbar or
ot her connection shall be of sufficient strength to pull al
wei ght towed thereby. Said drawbar or other connection shall not
exceed fifteen (15) feet fromone (1) vehicle to the other except
t he connection between any two (2) vehicles transporting pol es,
pi pe, machinery or other objects of structural nature which cannot

readily be dismenbered. The safety requirenents of subsection (1)

of this section shall apply to towed vehicles.

(3) Wen one (1) vehicle is tow ng another and the
connection consists of a chain, rope, or cable, there shall be
di spl ayed upon such connection a white flag or cloth not |ess than
twel ve (12) inches square.

(4) No nore than three (3) vehicles in conbination shall be
towed by saddl e-nmounts, provided the overall length of the tow ng
and towed vehicles shall not exceed seventy-five (75) feet in
| ength. No nore than one (1) notor vehicle shall be towed by tow
bar .

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.
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