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SENATE BI LL NO. 2233

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 89-8-13, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
REVI SE A LANDLORD S REMEDY UPON A TENANT' S NONPAYMENT OF RENT; TO
AMEND SECTI ON 89-8-25, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, | N CONFORM TY,
AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 89-8-13, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

89-8-13. (1) |If there is a material nonconpliance by the
tenant with the rental agreenent or the obligations inposed by
Section 89-8-25, the landlord may term nate the tenancy as set out
in subsection (3) or (5) of this section or resort to any other
renmedy at law or in equity except as prohibited by this chapter

(2) If there is a material nonconpliance by the | andl ord
with the rental agreenment or the obligations inposed by Section
89-8-23, the tenant may term nate the tenancy as set out in
subsection (3) of this section or resort to any other renedy at
law or in equity except as prohibited by this chapter.

(3) The nonbreaching party may deliver a witten notice to
the party in breach specifying the acts and onmi ssions constituting
the breach and that the rental agreement will term nate upon a
date not less than thirty (30) days after receipt of the notice if

the breach is not renedied within a reasonable tine not in excess
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of thirty (30) days; and the rental agreenent shall term nate and
the tenant shall surrender possession as provided in the notice
subject to the foll ow ng:

(a) |If the breach is renedi able by repairs, the paynent
of dammges, or otherw se, and the breaching party adequately
renedi es the breach prior to the date specified in the notice, the
rental agreenent shall not term nate;

(b) In the absence of a showi ng of due care by the
breaching party, if substantially the sane act or om ssion which
constituted a prior nonconpliance of which notice was given recurs
within six (6) nonths, the nonbreaching party nay term nate the
rental agreenent upon at |east fourteen (14) days' witten notice
speci fying the breach and the date of term nation of the rental
agr eenent ;

(c) Neither party may termnate for a condition caused
by his own deliberate or negligent act or om ssion or that of a
menber of his famly or other person on the premises with his
consent.

(4) If the rental agreenment is term nated, the |landlord
shall return all prepaid and unearned rent and security
recoverabl e by the tenant under Section 89-8-21.

(5) Notwithstanding the provisions of this section or any
ot her provisions of this chapter to the contrary, if the materi al
nonconpl i ance by the tenant is the nonpaynment of rent pursuant to
the rental agreenent, the landlord shall not be required to
deliver thirty (30) days' witten notice as provided by subsection
(3) of this section. 1In such event, the |landlord may seek renoval
of the tenant fromthe prem ses in the manner and with the notice
prescri bed by Chapter 7, Title 89, M ssissippi Code of 1972, or

the landlord may term nate the rental agreenent upon at | east

three (3) days' witten notice by certified mail, return receipt
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request ed, specifying the breach due to nonpaynent of rent and the

date of term nation of the rental agreenent.

SECTION 2. Section 89-8-25, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:
89-8-25. A tenant shall:

(a) Keep that part of the prem ses that he occupies and
uses as clean and as safe as the condition of the prem ses
permts;

(b) Dispose fromhis dwelling unit all ashes, rubbish,
garbage and other waste in a clean and safe manner in conpliance
Wi th community standards;

(c) Keep all plunbing fixtures in the dwelling unit
used by the tenant as clean as their condition permts;

(d) Use in a reasonable manner all electrical,
pl unbi ng, sanitary, heating, ventilating, air conditioning and
other facilities and appliances, including elevators, in the
prem ses;

(e) Not deliberately or negligently destroy, deface,
darmage, inpair or renove any part of the prem ses or know ngly
permt any other person to do so;

(f) Conduct hinself and require other persons on the
prem ses with his consent to conduct thenselves in a manner that
will not disturb his neighbors' peaceful enjoynent of their
prem ses;

(g) Informthe landlord of any condition of which he
has actual know edge which may cause damage to the prem ses;

(h) To the extent of his |egal obligation, naintain the

dwel ling unit in substantially the sanme condition, reasonable wear
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and tear excepted, and conply with the requirenents of applicable
bui | di ng and housing codes materially affecting health and safety;

(i) Not engage in any illegal activity upon the | eased
prem ses as docunented by a | aw enforcenent agency;

(j) Pay his rent inits entirety when due.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.
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