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Dear i ng To: Envi ronnment Prot,
Cons and Water Res

SENATE BI LL NO 2231

AN ACT TO CREATE A NEW CODE SECTI ON TO BE CODI FI ED AS SECTI ON
77-3-21.1, MSSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO ESTABLI SH THE M SSI SSI PPI
PUBLI C WATER SYSTEMs MANAGEMENT REVI EW COUNCI L AND ESTABLI SH I TS
DUTI ES; TO PROVI DE FOR THE MEMBERSHI P OF THE COUNCI L; TO REQUI RE
THE PUBLI C SERVI CE COW SSI ON TO PROVI DE TECHNI CAL AND CLERI CAL
STAFF SUPPORT; TO CREATE A NEW CODE SECTI ON TO BE CODI FI ED AS
SECTION 77-3-21.2, M SSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO AUTHORI ZE THE
SUBSCRI BERS OF A COWUNI TY PUBLI C WATER SYSTEM TO PETI TI ON THE
PUBLI C SERVI CE COMM SSI ON FOR A MANAGEMENT REVI EW FI NANCI AL AUDI T
OR OTHER ASSESSMENT OF THAT SYSTEM TO PROVI DE FOR THE PETI TI ON
PROCESS; TO SPECI FY THE PERCENTAGE OF SUBSCRI BERS NECESSARY FOR A
VALI D PETI TION, TO REQUI RE THE PUBLI C SERVI CE COW SSI ON TO NOTI FY
THE OMNER OR PRESI DENT OF THE GOVERNI NG BOARD OF A COVWUNI TY
PUBLI C WATER SYSTEM PRI OR TO TAKI NG CERTAI N ACTI ONS; TO AUTHORI ZE
THE OMNER OR PRESI DENT OF THE GOVERNI NG BOARD TO REQUEST A
HEARI NG TO REQUI RE THE PUBLI C SERVI CE COMM SSI ON TO SUBM T
CERTAI N DOCUMENTS TO THE M SSI SSI PPl PUBLI C WATER SYSTEMS
MANAGEMENT REVI EW COUNCI L FOR REVI EW AND TO REQUI RE THE COUNCI L TO
MAKE RECOVMENDATI ONS TO THE PUBLI C SERVI CE COMM SSI ON BASED ON | TS
REVI EW OF THOSE DOCUMENTS; TO AUTHORI ZE THE PUBLI C SERVI CE
COMM SSI ON TO ENTER AN ORDER REQUI RI NG CERTAI N ACTI ONS; TO PROVI DE
FOR THE APPEAL AND ENFORCEMENT OF THAT ORDER; AND FOR RELATED
PURPGOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
SECTION 1. The followi ng shall be codified as Section

77-3-21.1, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

77-3-21.1. (1) There is created the M ssissippi Public
Wat er Systens Managenent Review Council, hereinafter referred to

as "council,"” for the purpose of recomendi ng actions to inprove
t he managenent of public water systens to the conm ssion.

(2) (a) The council shall consist of the foll ow ng nenbers:
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(i) The Executive Director of the M ssissipp
Rural Water Associ ation;
(ii) The President of the M ssissippi Water and
Pol I uti on Control Operators Association, |ncorporated;
(iii) The Executive Director of the M ssissipp
Muni ci pal Associ ation
(iv) The Executive Director of the M ssissipp
Associ ation of Supervisors;
(v) The Executive Director of the Public Uilities
Staff;
(vi) The State Health O ficer
(vii) The M ssissippi Program Director of the
United States Departnent of Agriculture Rural Utilities Service;
and
(viii) The Governor shall appoint two (2) users of
public water systens from each Public Service Comm ssion district.
The users shall not be a nmenber of the board of a public water
system
(b) Menbers of the council may designate a substitute
or alternate nmenber to act in their stead.
(c) The council shall elect fromits nenbership a
chai rperson to preside over neetings and a vice chairperson to
preside in the absence of the chairperson or when the chairperson
is excused. The council shall adopt procedures consistent with
t hose of the comm ssion governing the manner of conducting its
business. A mgjority of nenbers shall constitute a quorum for
doi ng busi ness.
(d) Menbers of the council shall serve w thout
conpensation. At the direction of the chairperson of the counci
and contingent upon the availability of sufficient funds, each

menber may receive reinbursenment for reasonabl e expenses,
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i ncluding travel expenses, in accordance with the rates
establ i shed under Section 25-3-41, incurred in attendi ng neetings
of the council.

(e) The council shall neet at |east sem annually.

(f) The comm ssion shall provide any technical,
clerical and other support services and personnel as the counci
may require in the performance of its functions. The conmmi ssion
shall adm ni ster any funds nade available to the council for its
use and may at the request and on behalf of the council, contract
for services using any funds available to the council. The
conmmi ssion may provide supplies and office space as required for
the council's routine operations. The council shall not enpl oy
any permanent staff or rent or occupy independent office space.

SECTION 2. The followi ng shall be codified as Section
77-3-21.2, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

77-3-21.2. (1) (a) The subscribers of any comrunity public

wat er system nay request the comm ssion to conduct or have
conducted a nanagenent review, financial audit or other assessnent
of that system or any conbination thereof, by filing a valid
petition with the conm ssion. The petition shall be in a form and
filed in the manner specified by the conm ssion. The person or
persons initiating the petition shall print blank petitions upon
singl e sheets of paper of good witing quality in a paper size
required by the conmm ssion. Each sheet shall contain a full, true
and correct copy of the request. A petition shall be valid when
it contains a nunber of signatures equal to or exceeding the
fol |l owi ng percentages of subscribers on that system for systens

with fewer than two hundred (200) subscribers, thirty-five percent
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(35%, and for systens with two hundred (200) or nore subscribers,
twenty-five percent (25% . The petition nmay contain only one (1)
si gnature per subscri ber

(b) Before filing any petition under this section, the
subscri bers shall notify the owner or president of the governing
board of the systemin witing of any matters which are the
subj ect of the proposed petition and shall specify a desired
corrective action. The owner or governing board shall nmeet with
t he subscribers to seek corrective actions. |If the matters which
were stated in the notification are not addressed w thin one
hundred twenty (120) days or the owner or governing board is not
diligently pursuing corrective actions as specified in the notice
or subsequent agreenent, the subscribers may file the petition as
provi ded under this section.

(c) Upon receipt of a valid petition, the comm ssion
shall notify in witing the owner or president of the governing
board of the water system and shall request a current |isting of
subscri bers showi ng nanes and addresses and the total nunber of
subscri bers on that system The owner or president of the
governi ng board shall provide the requested information to the
comm ssion. Using the |ist provided, the comm ssion shall verify
that the petition contains the requisite nunber of signatures.
When the comm ssion has verified that the petition contains the
requi site nunber of signatures, the comm ssion shall provide a
copy of the petition to the chairperson of the M ssissippi Public
Wat er Systens Managenent Revi ew Counci |

(d) Upon receipt of a valid petition fromthe

commi ssion, the council shall review the petition and conduct an
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investigation into the basis for the petition. The council shal
notify the petitioners that they nmay request a hearing before the
council, and if a hearing is requested, the council shall conduct
a hearing within sixty (60) days of the request. |[If the counci
finds a basis for the petition or conplaint, it shall reconmend
appropriate actions, including, but not limted to, the need for a
managenent review, financial audit or other assessnment of that
system or any conbination thereof. The council shall notify in
writing the owner or president of the governing board of the water
system of the council's recomrendations and that if no corrective
action is taken within one hundred twenty (120) days, the Public
Service Commi ssion may initiate any actions authorized under this
section. As provided in this chapter, the owner or president of
t he governing board may request a hearing. Follow ng a hearing,
if requested, the conm ssion, in coordination with the council,
may initiate a nmanagenent review, financial audit or other
assessnment it deenms necessary. The conm ssion, after consultation
with the council, may contract for services required by this
section. The cost of any review, audit or assessnent shall be
borne by the water system |If the review, audit or assessnent
does not reveal any deficiencies on the part of the board of the
comunity public water systemrelated to the specific conplaint,
the cost of the review, audit or assessnent shall be borne by the
petitioners. The water systemshall provide the conm ssion with
any books, records, docunents or other information required by the
commi ssi on.

(e) Following receipt of a report of any review, audit

or assessnent, the conm ssion shall provide the chairman of the
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council with the report. The council shall review the report and
shall recomend to the conm ssion appropriate actions to address
any findings, recommendations or deficiencies noted in the report.
The conmi ssion shall notify in witing the owner or president of
t he governing board of the water system of the council's
reconmendations. As provided in this chapter, the owner or
presi dent of the governing board may request a hearing. Follow ng
a hearing, if requested, the comm ssion nmay enter an order to
require the performance of those actions it deens necessary to
address any findings, recommendati ons or deficiencies noted in the
report or in the council's recomendation. Appeals to any
deci sion of the comm ssion nmay be had as provided in this chapter.
Orders shall be enforced as provided in Section 77-3-75.
(2) Nothing in this act shall be construed to authorize the
comm ssion to regulate the rates of any public water system
SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.
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