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Hewes To: Public Health and
Vel fare

SENATE BI LL NO. 2197

AN ACT TO DI RECT THE STATE BOARD OF HEALTH TO ADOPT AND THE
STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH TO ENFORCE REQUI REMENTS FOR THE
ABATEMENT OF SUCTI ON HAZARDS | N PUBLI C SW MM NG POOLS; TO PROVI DE
THAT NO PUBLI C SW MM NG POOL MAY BE OPENED FOR USE UNLESS THE
OMER OR OPERATOR HAS COMPLI ED W TH SAI D REQUI REMENTS; TO REQUI RE
CERTAI N WARNI NGS TO BE POSTED AT PUBLI C SW MM NG POOLS RELATED TO
SUCTI ON HAZARDS; TO REQUI RE OPERATORS OF PUBLI C SW MM NG POOLS TO
| NSPECT POOLS DAILY TO ENSURE THE DRAI N COVERS ARE SECURELY
ATTACHED; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. (1) As used in this section, the term"public

SW nmi ng pool " nmeans any structure, chanber or tank containing an
artificial body of water used by the public for swi nm ng, diving,
wadi ng, recreation or therapy, together w th buil dings,
appurtenances and equi pnent used in connection with the body of
wat er, regardl ess of whether a fee is charged for its use. The
term i ncl udes municipal, school, hotel, notel, apartnent, boarding
house, athletic club, or other nenbership facility pools and spas.
This section does not apply to a private pool serving a single
famly dwelling and used only by the residents of the dwelling and
their guests. This section also does not apply to therapeutic
pool s used in physical therapy prograns operated by nedical
facilities licensed by the State Departnent of Health or operated

by a |icensed physical therapist, nor to therapeutic chanbers
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drai ned, cleaned, and refilled after each individual use.

(2) For protection of the public health and safety, the
State Board of Health shall adopt and the State Departnent of
Heal th shall enforce requirements for the design, construction
dept h, dinmensions, and standards for the abatenent of suction
hazards in public swming pools. Fromand after July 1, 2000,
all public swinmng pools shall be required to conply with said
requirenents related to the abatenent of suction hazards. No
public swi mm ng pool may be opened for use unless the owner or
operator has conplied with the rul es adopted pursuant to the
requi renents of this section

(3) No single drain, single suction outlet public sw mmng
pool s |l ess than eighteen (18) inches deep shall be allowed to
oper at e.

(4) The State Departnment of Health shall di ssem nate not
| ater than fifteen (15) days after passage of this act witten
i nformati on designed to adequately inform|local health
departnments, public sw nm ng pool operators, and the general
public of the presence of the ways to avoid hazards related to
suction in sw nmng pools.

(5) At all public swinmm ng pools which use a single nain
drain for circulation of water, signs shall be posted stating:
"WARNI NG To prevent serious injury, do not allow children in
swi nm ng pool if drain cover is broken or mssing." Signs shal
be in letters at |least one-half (1/2) inch in height and shall be
posted where they are visible to people entering the sw mmng
pool .

(6) Operators of all public swi mmng pools shall inspect
pools daily to ensure the drain covers are in good condition and
securely attached.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
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56 and after July 1, 2000.
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