M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Dearing To: H ghways and
Transportation

SENATE BILL NO 2157
(As Sent to Governor)

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 65-1-136, M SSI SSI PPI CCODE OF 1972,
TO AUTHORI ZE THE M SSI SSI PPl TRANSPORTATI ON COVWM SSI ON TO CONTRACT
W TH PRI VATE SECURI TY FI RMS TO PROVI DE SECURI TY FOR CERTAI N
BUI LDI NGS, PROPERTY OR FACILITIES IN WH CH A WVELCOMVE CENTER OR
HOSPI TALI TY STATI ON HAS BEEN ESTABLI SHED BY THE M SSI SSI PPI
DEPARTMENT OF ECONOM C AND COVMUNI TY DEVELOPMENT; TO CREATE A NEW
SECTI ON TO BE CODI FI ED AS SECTI ON 55-25-6, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF
1972, TO REQUIRE RULES AND REGULATI ONS ADOPTED BY COUNTI ES THAT
HAVE ESTABLISHED A RAILS-TO TRAI LS RECREATI ONAL DI STRICT TO BE
10 PUBLI SHED; TO PROVI DE THAT SUCH RULES AND REGULATI ONS, UPON
11 PUBLI CATI ON, SHALL HAVE THE FORCE AND EFFECT OF LAW TO PROVI DE
12 THAT VIO ATION OF ANY SUCH RULES AND REGULATI ONS SHALL CONSTI TUTE
13 A M SDEMEANOR AND TO PROVI DE A PENALTY FOR SUCH VI OLATION;, TO
14 PROVI DE THAT RECREATI ONAL FACI LI TI ES DEVELOPED AND OPERATED BY THE
15 DISTRICT SHALL CONSTI TUTE PUBLI C H G-MAYS AND THAT APPLI CABLE
16 RULES AND REGULATI ONS OF THE M SSI SSI PPl TRANSPORTATI ON COVM SS| ON
17 AND OTHER STATE AGENCI ES SHALL BE ENFORCEABLE ON SUCH FAC LI TI ES;
18 TO RESTRICT THE TYPES OF VEH G ES THAT MVAY BE OPERATED ON SUCH
19 RECREATIONAL FACILITIES; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

OCO~NOUITARWNE

20 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
21 SECTION 1. Section 65-1-136, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
22 anmended as foll ows: [ WANL]

23 65-1-136. (1) In addition to enploying security officers as
24  full-time enployees of the M ssissippi Departnent of

25 Transportation as authorized under subsection (1) of Section

26 65-1-131, the M ssissippi Transportation Conmm ssion may contract
27 with any private security firmor business authorized to do

28 business in this state for the purpose of providing security for
29 buildings, property or facilities owned by or under the

30 jurisdiction of the Transportation Conm ssion or the

31 Transportation Department, or for buildings, property or

32 facilities |located on a trunkline highway at or near a point of

33 entry into this state in which a welcone center or hospitality

34 station has been established by the M ssissippi Departnent of
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Econom ¢ and Conmunity Devel opnent.

(2) A security officer of a security firmor business with
whi ch the comm ssion has contracted pursuant to the provisions of
this section, while engaged in the performance of his duties,
shall carry on his person a badge identifying himas a security
officer and an identification card issued by the Transportation
Comm ssion. Wen in uniform each such security officer shal
wear his badge in plain view.

(3) A security officer of a security firmor business with
whi ch the comm ssion has contracted pursuant to the provisions of
this section shall have only such powers of arrest as nay be
exercised by a private citizen of this state and only such right
to bear firearns or weapons whil e engaged in the performance of
his duties as authorized under Section 97-37-7.

SECTION 2 The followi ng shall be codified as Section
55-25-6, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

55-25-6. (1) The rules and regul ati ons adopted by the
Rails-to-trails Recreational District shall be published once a
week for two (2) consecutive weeks in a newspaper qualified to
publish legal notices in each county that is a nenber of the
district. Wen rules and regul ati ons have been adopted by the
district in accordance with Section 55-25-5 and have been
publ i shed as required by this section, such rules and regul ati ons
shall have the force and effect of general |aw, and any violation
of such rules and regul ations shall constitute a m sdeneanor
puni shabl e, upon conviction, by a fine of not less than Fifty
Dol | ars ($50.00) nor nore than Five Hundred Dol |l ars ($500.00), or
by inprisonnent for not nore than thirty (30) days, or by both
such fine and inprisonnent.

(2) Any recreational facility devel oped and operated
pursuant to this chapter, specifically including Section
55-25-5(f), shall constitute a public highway, and all applicable
rul es and regul ati ons of the M ssissippi Transportation Comm ssion
and ot her state agencies shall be enforceable on such recreational
facilities. However, no notor vehicle nay be operated or used on
such recreational facility except |aw enforcenent vehicles,

ener gency vehi cl es, mai ntenance vehicles or other vehicles
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72 authorized by the district.
73 SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

74 and after its passage.
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