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Dear i ng To: Education

SENATE BI LL NO. 2143

AN ACT TO CREATE THE "M SSI SSI PPl PUBLI C SCHOOL LABORATORY
CHEM CAL MANAGEMENT ACT"; TO DEFI NE CERTAIN TERM5; TO AUTHORI ZE
THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON TO DEVELOP AND ADM NI STER A PUBLI C
SCHOOL LABORATORY CHEM CAL NMANAGEMENT PROGRAM TO REQUI RE CERTAI N
LOCAL SCHOCOL DI STRICTS TO | MPLEMENT AN APPROVED PROGRAM TO CREATE
AN ADVI SORY COMM TTEE TO ASSI ST I N THE DEVELOPMENT AND
| MPLEMENTATI ON OF THAT PROGRAM TO REQUI RE THE DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATI ON TO REPORT TO CERTAI N LEGQ SLATI VE COMW TTEES ON THE
STATUS OF THE WASTE LABORATORY CHEM CAL NMANAGEMENT PROGRAM AND
FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. This act shall be known and nay be cited as the

"M ssi ssippi Public School Laboratory Chem cal Managenent Act.”

SECTION 2. For purposes of this act, the follow ng words and

phrases shall have the neani ng ascri bed herein unless the context
clearly indicates otherw se:
(a) "Approved program means a public school |aboratory

chem cal managenment program approved by the Departnent of

Educati on.

(b) "Board" means the State Board of Educati on.

(c) "Comm ssion"” neans the Comm ssion on Environnental
Quality.

(d) "Departnent” neans the M ssissippi Departnent of
Educati on.

(e) "Laboratory chem cal" neans any chem cal used for
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i nstructional purposes in classroons and | aboratories in grades
ki ndergarten through twelfth grade.

SECTION 3. (1) The departnent, subject to the availability

of funds appropriated by the Legislature or otherw se avail abl e,
shal | devel op and adm ni ster a public school |aboratory chem cal
managenent program At a mninmumthe program shall include the
fol | ow ng:

(a) Training for science teachers in organization,
inventory and storage of |aboratory chem cals, catal oging and use
of Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS), disposal of waste
| aborat ory chem cals and | aboratory safety procedures;

(b) Training for school adm nistrators on the hazards
associated with chem cal handling and storage of | aboratory
chem cals and | aboratory safety procedures;

(c) Providing a standardi zed net hod of di sposing of
waste | aboratory chem cals, including funding as appropriated by
the Legi slature or otherw se nade avail abl e; and

(d) Providing and periodically review ng and updating a
list of |aboratory chem cals which should not be purchased by
school districts or used in school |aboratories.

(2) The board may adopt, nodify, repeal and promul gate,
after due notice and hearing in accordance with the M ssi ssi ppi
Adm ni strative Procedures Law and where not ot herw se prohibited
by federal or state |aw, nmake exceptions to and grant exenptions
and variances from appropriate rules and regul ations for carrying
out the school |aboratory chem cal managenent program i ncl udi ng
rul es and regulations for the adm nistration of funds as nay be
appropriated or otherwi se made avail able. The board shall adopt
rul es and regul ati ons establishing a systemof priorities for
projects eligible for fundi ng under this program

(3) Each local public school district utilizing biological
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or chem cal |aboratory facilities shall inplenent a public school
| aborat ory chem cal nanagenent programin accordance with rules
and regul ati ons or other guidelines or procedures adopted by the
board.

SECTION 4. Nothing in this act shall be construed as

affecting the comm ssion's authority under state or federal |aw,
including, but not limted to, its authority to regulate the
transportation, storage and nmanagenent of hazardous waste.

SECTION 5. The departnent shall establish an advisory

commttee for the purpose of making recommendations to the
departnment on the adm nistration of the public school |aboratory
chem cal managenent program The advisory conmittee shall be
appoi nted by the State Superintendent of Education and shall be
conprised of representatives of appropriate state agencies and
addi ti onal persons which the departnent believes woul d be
beneficial to the program

SECTION 6. Before Novenber 15 of each year, the departnent

shall report to the appropriate education and environnent al
commttees of the Senate and House of Representatives on the
status and any results of the public school |aboratory chem cal
managenent program Each report shall include as a m ni mum any
reconmendati ons for inprovenent or expansion of the program
SECTION 7. Sections 1 through 6 of this act shall be
codified as a new article within Chapter 11 of Title 37,
M ssi ssi ppi Code of 1972.
SECTION 8. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.
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