M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Lee, Farris, Stogner, King, Hyde-Smth, To: Judiciary
Har vey

COWM TTEE SUBSTI TUTE
FOR
SENATE BI LL NO. 2126

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 9-7-42, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
2 PROVI DE AN ADDI TI ONAL JUDGE FOR THE FI FTEENTH Cl RCU T COURT

3 DI STRICT; TO AMEND SECTI ON 23-15-977, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, IN
4 CONFORM TY; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

5 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
6 SECTION 1. Section 9-7-42, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

7 anmended as foll ows:

8 9-7-42. (1) There shall be two (2) judges for the Fifteenth
9 Crcuit Court District; however, fromand after January 1, 2001,
10 there shall be three (3) judges for the Fifteenth Grcuit Court

11 District.

12 (2) For the purposes of the 2000 election only, any

13 candidates for the third position of Grcuit Judge of the

14 Fifteenth Crcuit Court District shall file intent to be a

15 candidate not later than thirty (30) days prior to the general

16 election. The qualification and election of the three (3)

17 judgeships shall otherwi se be as provided by Sections 23-15-974
18 through 23-15-985.

19 SECTION 2. Section 23-15-977, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
20 anended as fol | ows:

21 23-15-977. (1) Except as may be otherw se provided by |aw,
22 all candidates for judicial office as defined in Section 23-15-975
23 of this subarticle shall file their intent to be a candidate with
24 the proper officials not later than the first Friday after the

25 first Monday in May prior to the general election for judicial

26 office and shall pay to the proper officials the foll ow ng

27 anounts:
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28
29
30
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(a) Candidates for Suprene Court judge and Court of
Appeal s, the sum of Two Hundred Dol |l ars ($200. 00).

(b) Candidates for circuit judge and chancellor, the
sum of One Hundred Dol | ars ($100. 00).

(c) Candidates for county judge and famly court judge,
the sumof Fifteen Dollars ($15.00).

(2) Candidates for judicial offices listed in paragraphs (a)
and (b) of subsection (1) of this section shall file their intent
to be a candidate with, and pay the proper assessnment nade
pursuant to subsection (1) of this section to, the State Board of
El ecti on Conmmi ssi oners.

(3) Candidates for judicial offices listed in paragraph (c)
of subsection (1) of this section shall file their intent to be a
candidate with, and pay the proper assessnent made pursuant to
subsection (1) of this section to, the circuit clerk of the proper
county. The circuit clerk shall notify the county comm ssioners
of election of all persons who have filed their intent to be a
candidate filed with, and paid the proper assessnment to, such
clerk. Such notification shall occur within two (2) business days
and shall contain all necessary information.

SECTION 3. The Attorney General of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imedi ately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunmbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting
Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and extended, subject to the
avai lability of funds specifically appropriated therefor by the
Legi slature during the 2000 Regul ar Session or any subsequent

session. It is the intent of the Legislature that this act shal
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61 not take effect until the Legislature has funded the
62 inplementation thereof by line itemappropriation as certified to

63 the Secretary of State by the Legislative Budget Ofi ce.
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