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SENATE BI LL NO. 2124

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 25-1-85, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
AUTHORI ZE THE OFFI CE OF THE STATE FI RE MARSHAL W THI N THE
DEPARTMENT OF | NSURANCE TO PURCHASE AND OPERATE A MAXI MUM OF
FI FTEEN PASSENGER AUTOMOBI LES; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. Section 25-1-85, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows: [ CRGL]

25-1-85. The follow ng state departnents, agencies or
institutions are hereby all owed to purchase, own and operate, in
strict accordance with the provisions hereof, passenger vehicles

not to exceed the foll ow ng nunbers:

Ofice of the Attorney General .............. .. .. .. ..0.0.... 10
Agriculture and CoMMBICE. ... ... ... ..t 23
Depart ment of Econom ¢ and Community Devel opnent.......... 14
Experiment Stations................ . .. ... 16
EXtension Service............. .. 1
Forestry Commi SSi ON. . ... ... ... .. 48
Departnent of Transportation............................. 115
Mlitary Department .. .. .... ... . ... .. .. . 5
Department of Corrections................ ..o, 13
Parole Board. .. ........ . . ... 2
M ssi ssi ppi Departnent of Public Safety.................. 600
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Division of Plant Industry. . ......... . . . . . . . . . ... 23

State Board of Mental Health.................. .. .. ......... 2
East Mssissippi State Hospital ............................ 1
M ssissippi State Hospital ........... ... . . . . . . . . . . ... 2

Al cohol i ¢ Beverage Control Division of the

M ssissippi State Tax Conmission..................... 30
Soil and Water Conservation Commission..................... 3
Ellisville State School ....... ... ... ... . ... ... ... ... ....... 1
North M ssissippi Retardation Center....................... 1
South M ssissippi Retardation Center....................... 1
Board of Health...... ... ... ... ... . ... .. . . .. . . . ... 10
State G| and Gas Board............... ... ... . ... . . ..., 3

Each institution of higher learning, for police

pur poses, provided each institution with

nore than 6,000 students may have 4. .................. 2
Wldlife, Fisheries and Parks............................. 60
Surplus Property Procurement Conmission.................... 4
State Tax Commi ssion-station Wagons. . ...................... 2
State Tax Conmmi ssion-automobiles........................... 6
Mssissippi Gaming ConmmiSSIiON. . ... ... ... 60
Departmment of Environmental Quality....................... 12
Pearl River Valley Water Supply District................... 7
Pear| River Basin Developnment District..................... 2
Pat Harrison Waterway District.............. .. ... ..o, 1

Department of Transportation -

Ofice of State Aid Road Construction. ............... 10
Tennessee- Tonbi gbhee Wat erway Devel opnent Authority......... 2
Fair Comm SSi ON. ... ... ... . 1

State Civil Defense Ofice (including
communi cations vehicle)........ ... .. .. . . . . ... 4

Bureau of NarcotiCS. .......... .. . ... 120
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M ssissippi State Port Authority at Gulfport............... 6

Tombi gbee Water Supply District.......... ... ... ... ... 3
Board of Pharmacy. .......... .. . .. . 4
Yellow Creek State Inland Port Authority................... 1
Boat and Water Safety Commission...................c.couuv.... 2
Departnent of Archives and History......................... 2
State Fire Fighters Acadeny (station wagon................. 1
Ofice of Capitol Facilities - Capitol Police.............. 2
O fice of Building, Gounds and Real Property.............. 1
State Veterans Affairs Board.............................. 15
Enpl oyment Security Commission..................uuuuiun... 1
Forest Product Utilization Lab............................. 1
M ssissippi Board of NUrsing..................00 ... 3
Certified Devel opnent Conpany of M ssissippi, Inc.......... 1
State Board of Medical Licensure........................... 4
M ssi ssi ppi Public Enpl oyees' Retirenment System ........... 3
M ssissippi Public Service Commission..................... 42
Department of Human Services.....................cuiuiini... 2
Departnent of Rehabilitation Services...................... 4
Real Estate Commission.................. ..o, 2
M ssi ssi ppi Library Conmi ssion - station wagons............ 5
Boswel | Regional Center............. .. .. . . ... 1
Hudspeth Regional Center............ .. ... .. . . . . . ..., 1
North M ssissippi State Hospital ........................... 1
South M ssissippi State Hospital ........................... 1
Motor Vehicle Commission..................00 .. 1
O fice of the State Auditor............................... 20
Di vision of Medicaid, Ofice of the Governor............... 3
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Department of Marine RESOUrCeS.............. ..., 3

Central M ssissippi Residential Center..................... 1
Juvenil e Rehabilitation Center............................. 1
Department of Education..................... ... 1
Ofice of the State Fire Marshal .......................... 15

Except as provided in Sections 25-1-77 through 25-1-93, no
state departnent, institution or agency shall purchase, operate or
mai ntai n any passenger vehicle out of any funds avail able for the
use of such departnent, institution or agency, unless sane has
been or may be donat ed.

Al'l new passenger vehicles purchased by any state departnent,
institution, agency, university, comunity or junior college, or
| ocal governing authority, except vehicles purchased to be used
for | aw enforcenent purposes by the | aw enforcenent departnments of
the M ssissippi H ghway Safety Patrol, M ssissippi Departnent of
Transportation, Public Service Comm ssion, M ssissipp
Agricul tural and Livestock Theft Bureau within the Departnent of

Agriculture and Cormerce, Ofice of the State Fire Marshal , Tax

Comm ssion, State Institutions of H gher Learning, Attorney
General, and Departnent of WIldlife, Fisheries & Parks, and
vehi cl es used for |aw enforcenent purposes or for energency
response purposes by | ocal governing authorities, shall be of a
fuel -efficient nodel which neets the needs of the using entity.

No such new passenger vehicles purchased shall be | uxury vehicles,
utility, carryall or full-size vehicles as defined by the

i ndustry, unless the executive head of the purchasing entity first
decl ares that a special need exists and/ or special circunstances

exi st which require transportati on of passengers in conditions
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requiring a luxury, utility, carryall or full-size vehicle. Upon
recei pt of such declaration, the Public Procurenent Review Board
created under Section 27-104-7 shall disallow the purchase by
state agencies if adequate justification is not provided.

Approval fromthe Public Procurenent Review Board is not required
for purchases by |ocal governing authorities. Furthernore, power
wi ndows, power door |ocks and power seats may not be added as
options to any vehicle purchased by any state agency unl ess
adequate justification is provided. It is the intent of the
Legi sl ature that each such passenger vehicle purchased be the nost
prudent possible and still adequately neet the needs for which the
vehicle is purchased. The term "passenger vehicle" shall not be
construed to nmean trucks or notor-driven equi pnment whose prinmary
use is not the transportation of passengers.

For purposes of this section, passenger vehicle shall be
defined as a vehicle which is designed to transport four (4) or
nore persons and/ or provides adequate seating for at |east four
(4) persons. The ternms "luxury vehicle," "full-size vehicle,"
"utility vehicle"” and "carryall vehicle" shall be as defined by
the industry.

Prior to January 1, 1996, the Departnent of Finance and
Adm ni stration, Ofice of Purchasing and Travel, in cooperation
with the Ofice of the Auditor, Property Control Division, shal
prepare an inventory of vehicles owned by all state departnents,
agencies or institutions. The inventory shall include, but is not
limted to, the nane of the agency or institution and the quantity
and primary use of vehicles in each of the follow ng categories:

subconpact, conpact sedan, mid-size sedan, full-size sedan,
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utility vehicle, carryall vehicle, conpact pick-up, md-size

pi ck-up, one-half ton pick-up, three-quarter ton pick-up, one ton
pi ck-up, passenger van, cargo van, bus, other. This inventory
shall be used by the 1996 Legislature to determ ne the need for
limtations on the quantities of vehicles in each category for
each entity.

Not hing in Sections 25-1-77 through 25-1-93 shall be
construed to prohibit agencies, departnents and institutions from
pur chasi ng and operating passenger vehicles when used excl usively
to transport patients, prisoners, students, faculty or staff of
state institutions, blind and sighted enpl oyees essential to
operate blind training prograns or material, products and
client-trainees in the sheltered workshop program or booknobil es.

The superintendents of the Colunbia Training School and Qakl ey
Trai ni ng School and the Conm ssioner of Corrections, or staff
menbers designated by them may use such passenger vehicles for
ot her official functions and operations of those institutions at
their discretion. Passenger vehicles or simlar vehicles used for
any ot her purposes shall be considered as autonobiles and subject
to the restrictions set forth in the aforesaid sections.

In addition to the notor vehicles authorized to be owned and
operated by the M ssissippi Departnent of Public Safety, said
departnment is also authorized to receive, own and operate speci al
pur pose notor vehicles to be used solely in investigations.

O the notor vehicles authorized to be owned and operated by
the M ssissippi H ghway Safety Patrol, no nore than twenty-one
(21) vehicles may be kept for use by adm nistrative personnel of

t he patrol whose principal duties are perfornmed at the H ghway
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Saf ety Patrol Headquarters Building and the Drivers' License
Examining Station in Hi nds County to commute to and fromthe

resi dence of said personnel to the office at which such duties are
regul arly perfornmed.

O the notor vehicles authorized to be owned and operated by
the M ssissippi Departnment of Transportation, not nore than five
(5) vehicles may be kept for use by adm nistrative personnel of
the departnent to comute between their residences and the offices
at which their duties are regularly performed. The executive
director of the departnent is authorized to allow additional
department personnel to comrute to and fromtheir residences in
department vehicles due to the nature of their job and for the
safety of the traveling public.

O the notor vehicles authorized to be owned and operated by
the State Tax Comm ssion, no nore than four (4) vehicles may be
kept for use by adm nistrative personnel whose principal duties
are perforned at State Tax Conmm ssion offices in H nds County to
commute to and fromthe residence of said personnel to the office
at which such duties are regularly perforned.

The provisions of Chapter 226, Laws of 1964, remain in force
and are not affected by this section.

Any state officer, enployee or board nenber who viol ates any
of the foregoing provisions of Sections 25-1-77 through 25-1-85
shall be liable on his or her official bond for the total anount
of the purchase price of the passenger vehicle, plus the total
anount of funds expended in violation of said sections for the
operating costs of such vehicle.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
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194 and after July 1, 2000.
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