M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Ford To: Rules
HOUSE RESOLUTI ON NO 5
(As Adopted by House)

1 A RESOLUTI ON ADOPTI NG PERVANENT RULES FOR THE HOUSE OF

2  REPRESENTATI VES.

3 BE I T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE

4 COF MSSISSIPPI, That the followi ng Rules of the House of

5 Representatives are hereby adopted as the pernmanent Rul es of the

6 House:

7 HOUSE RULES

8 THE SPEAKER AND SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

9 1. The Speaker, when elected, shall hold office for a term
10 of four (4) years, or until the next regular session of the

11 Legislature following an election for Governor and menbers of the
12 Legislature, and shall take the chair on every | egislative day

13 precisely at the hour to which the House shall have adjourned at
14 the last sitting, imrediately call the nmenbers to order, cause the
15 roll to be called finally, (late nmenbers may file expl anations as
16 late but present) and, on the appearance of a quorum cause the
17 Journal of the proceedings of the last day's sitting to be read,
18 having previously exam ned and approved the sane.

19 2. He shall preserve order and decorum and, in case of

20 disturbance or disorderly conduct in the galleries or in the

21 | obby, may cause the same to be cleared, may speak to points of

22 order in preference to other nenbers, rising fromhis seat for

23 that purpose.

24 3. He shall have general control, except as provided by rule
25 or law, of the Hall of the House, and of the corridors and

26 passages and the disposal of the unappropriated roonms in that part
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of the Capitol assigned to the use of the House, until further
or der.

4. He shall sign all acts, addresses, joint resolutions,
wits, warrants and subpoenas of, or issued by order of, the
House, and decide all questions of order, subject to an appeal by
any nmenber, on which appeal no nmenber shall speak nore than once
unl ess by perm ssion of the House. The Speaker may require points
of order in witing and may take reasonable tinme to exam ne and
study sane before ruling thereon, during which period
consideration of that particular subject matter may be suspended
wi t hout prejudice and the House proceed to the next order of
busi ness.

5. He shall rise to put a question, but may state it
sitting; and shall put questions in this form to wit: "As nany
as are in favor (as the question may be), say 'Aye' "; and after
the affirmative voice is expressed, "As many as are opposed, say
"No'"; if he doubts, or a division is called for, the House shal
divide; those in the affirmative of the question shall first rise
fromtheir seats, and then those in the negative; if he still
doubts, or a count is required by at least one-fifth (1/5) of the
guorum he shall name one (1) fromeach side of the question to
tell the nmenbers in the affirmative and negative, which being
reported, he shall rise and state the decision.

6. He shall not be required to vote in ordinary |egislative
proceedi ngs, except where his vote woul d be decisive, or where the
House is engaged in voting by ballot; and in cases of a tie vote
for, question shall be decided in the negative.

7. He shall have the right to nane any nenber to performthe
duties of the chair when the Speaker Pro Tenpore shall be unable
to do so, but such substitution shall not extend beyond one (1)
| egi sl ative day; provided, however, that in the case of illness or
unavoi dabl e absence of both the Speaker and the Speaker Pro
Tenpore, he may make such appoi ntnment for a period not exceeding
five (5) days, with the approval of the House at the tinme the sane
i s made.

8. Upon the death of a nmenber of the House, the Speaker or

any nmenber of the House designated by himshall incur such
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expenses as nmay be necessary for the purchase on behalf of the
House a State Flag for use in connection with the funeral and
burial of said nmenber, which flag shall be presented to the famly
of said nenber.

9. No nmenber or visitor shall visit in the Speaker's stand
during the session of the House, except at the instance of the
Speaker. The Speaker may call a nmenber to preside when necessary
or desirable to confer with a nmenber or visitor.

10. Al conmittees, except the Rules Committee and the
Managenent Conmittee, shall be appointed by the Speaker unless
ot herwi se specially directed by the House.

10A. (1) There is hereby created in the House of
Representatives the office of Speaker Pro Tenpore of the
M ssi ssi ppi House of Representatives (hereinafter Speaker Pro
Tenpore).

(2) The Speaker Pro Tenpore shall be elected on the
sane day and in the sanme nanner and nethod as may be desi gnated
for the election of the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

(3) The Speaker Pro Tenpore shall serve a term of four
(4) years, which term as Speaker Pro Tenpore shall expire
concurrently with the term being served by the Speaker Pro Tenpore
as a nenber of the House of Representatives.

(4) Any vacancy in the office of Speaker Pro Tenpore
occurring during a regular or special |egislative session shall be
filled by election of the House of Representatives within five (5)
cal endar days after the vacancy occurs. Any vacancy occurring
during an interimbetween |egislative sessions shall be filled
within the first five (5) cal endar days of the next succeeding
regul ar or special session. The person so elected shall serve
only the remai nder of the unexpired term

(5) The Speaker Pro Tenpore shall have the foll ow ng
powers, duties and responsibilities:

(a) To serve as Speaker of the House of
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Representatives during the absence, illness or disability of the
Speaker, thereby assuming all powers, duties, responsibilities and
privil eges conferred upon the Speaker by the Constitution,

statute, law or rule

(b) To becone Speaker of the House of
Representatives in the event of the death of the Speaker, thereby
assum ng all powers, duties, responsibilities and privil eges
conferred upon the Speaker by the Constitution, statute, |aw or
rule. However, if the Speaker Pro Tenpore becones the Speaker of
t he House, a new Speaker Pro Tenpore shall be el ected;

(c) To preside over the House of Representatives
when the Speaker is not presiding and to preside over the House
when sitting as the Commttee of the Wol e unless the Speaker Pro
Tenpore noved that the House go into the Conmttee of the Wole;

(d) To serve as the Chairman of the House
Managenent Conmittee, having full powers of discussion,
participation and voti ng;

(e) To serve as an ex officio nmenber of the Rul es
Comm ttee, having full powers of discussion, participation and
vot i ng;

(f) To consult with the Speaker in resolving
poi nts of order or other parlianentary matters; and

(g) Such other powers, duties and responsibilities
as may be conferred upon the Speaker Pro Tenpore by | aw or
| egi sl ative rule.

RULES COW TTEE
11. From and after Decenber 31, 1987, the Rules Conm ttee
shal | be conposed of the Speaker, who shall be ex officio a voting
menber thereof, the Speaker Pro Tenpore, who shall be ex officio a
voti ng nmenber thereof, one (1) nmenber fromthe state at |arge
appoi nted by the Speaker, and ten (10) other nenbers, two (2) from
each congressional district as constituted on January 1, 1996, to

be sel ected by the nenbers fromtheir respective congressional
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districts by caucus. The place of residence of a nenber
representing such district shall determ ne the congressional
di strict caucus in which he shall participate and for which he may
hol d nenbership on the Rules Conmttee. The Speaker shall appoint
the chairman and the vice chairman from anong the nenbers of the
Rul es Comm ttee, but neither the Speaker nor the Speaker Pro
Tenpore shall be eligible to serve as chai rnman or vice chairman of
the Rules Committee.

Any vacancy of a congressional district position occurring
during a regular annual |egislative session shall be filled by
el ection of the appropriate caucus within ten (10) cal endar days
after the vacancy occurs. Any such vacancy occurring between
regul ar annual sessions shall be filled by caucus el ection during
the first five (5) cal endar days of the next succeedi ng regul ar or
speci al session of the Legislature.

No nmenber of the Rules Commttee shall concurrently serve as
a nmenber of the House Managenment Committee, except that the
Speaker and the Speaker Pro Tenpore shall serve on the Managenent
Comm ttee as provided in Rule 11A

MANAGEMENT COWM TTEE

11A. (1) There is hereby created the House of
Represent ati ves Managenent Commttee (hereinafter Managenent
Commttee) to be conposed of the Speaker Pro Tenpore, who shal
serve as ex officio chairman, having full powers of discussion and
voting, the Speaker, who shall be ex officio a voting nenber
thereof, and ten (10) other representatives, tw (2) from each
congressional district of Mssissippi as constituted on January 1,
1996, to be el ected by caucus of the representatives from each
such district. The place of residence of a representative shal
determ ne the congressional district caucus in which the
representative shall participate and fromwhich the representative
may hol d nenbership on the Managenment Conmittee. The nenbers of

t he Managenent Conmittee shall select, fromanong its nenbers, a
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vi ce chairman and secretary.

The nenbers of the Managenment Conmittee elected in the year
1987 shall be elected within ten (10) cal endar days follow ng the
adoption of this rule. The nenbers of the Managenent Committee
thereafter shall be elected during the first cal endar week of each
regul ar session having one hundred twenty-five (125) cal endar
days. Menbers shall serve a termof four (4) years, and each
menber's termshall end on the date on which the nmenber's termin
t he House of Representatives expires.

(2) No nenber of the Managenent Comm ttee shall serve
concurrently as a nenber of the House Rules Committee, except that
t he Speaker and the Speaker Pro Tenpore shall serve on the Rul es
Commttee as provided in Rule 11

(3) Any vacancy of a congressional district position
occurring during a regular annual |egislative session shall be
filled by election by the appropriate caucus within ten (10)
cal endar days after the vacancy occurs. Any vacancy occurring
bet ween regul ar annual |egislative sessions shall be filled by
el ection by the appropriate caucus during the first five (5)
cal endar days of the next succeeding regular or special session of
t he Legi sl ature.

(4) The Managenent Conmittee shall neet at such tines
as are necessary for the proper exercise of its functions, and
shall have the authority to adopt rules and regul ati ons, not
inconsistent with these rules, as it deens necessary for the
efficient operation of the commttee.

(5) Action by a majority vote of the Managenent
Comm ttee shall control and be conclusive on any matter properly
concerning the House of Representatives.

(6) The commttee shall function on a year-round basis
and when the Legislature is not in session, nenbers of the
commttee shall be conpensated as provided in Section 25-3-69,

M ssi ssi ppi Code of 1972, for each day spent in actual discharge
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of their duties and shall be reinbursed for mleage and act ual

expenses incurred in the performance of their duties. No

commttee nenber may incur per diem travel or other expenses

unl ess aut horized by vote at a neeting of the commttee, which

action shall be recorded in the official mnutes of the conmttee.
(7) The Managenent Conmittee shall, in addition to its

other responsibilities, performthe follow ng duties:

(a) Conduct the business affairs of the House of
Represent ati ves;

(b) Investigate the feasibility of new and
addi tional staff agencies and make recomendati ons to the House of
Represent ati ves;

(c) Assign such space in the Capitol or in such
ot her buildings or parts thereof as nay be reserved for the House
of Representatives and have conplete control, authority and
jurisdiction over such roons, chanbers, offices and other areas.
Any assi gnnment of space shall be subject to change by the
Managenent Conmittee. No other branch of the governnent, or a
department or agency thereof, shall use any room chanber, office
or other area without specific witten authorization fromthe
Managenment Conmittee. The Managenent Committee i s hereby
authorized to delegate its powers with regard to any such room
chanmber, office or other area in connection with the maintenance,
repairing, construction, reconstruction and refurbishing thereof
in such a manner as it deens advi sabl e;

(d) Staff interimcommttees;

(e) Staff standing conmittees; and

(f) Continually assess ways and nmeans to inprove
t he organi zation, procedures, facilities and working conditions of
t he House of Representatives.

(8) The Managenment Conmittee shall have the authority
to designate a director, who may al so serve as Director of the

House Legi sl ative Services Ofice, and who shall carry out the
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directives of the Managenent Comm ttee and shall perform any and
all duties of the Managenent Comm ttee delegated to him The
Managenent Conmittee may enpl oy ot her personnel as may be
necessary to discharge its duties and responsibilities. Al such
personnel shall serve at the pleasure of the Managenent Conmitt ee.

The Managenent Committee shall al so have the authority to fix
the salaries of all personnel enployed by the House of
Represent ati ves.

Al'l enpl oyees of the House of Representatives required to
travel in the performance of official duties shall be reinbursed
for actual subsistence and travel expenses incurred by them while
on official business as provided by |aw, provided such travel has
prior approval of the Managenent Comm ttee or the director under
such authority as may be granted to him by the Managenent
Commi tt ee.

(9) In providing for the staffing of the Speaker's
staff and of commttees, the Managenent Comm ttee shall have the
responsibility for determning the necessity of any staff
positions requested by the Speaker or the chairman of any
commttee, as the case nmay be. The persons to be enpl oyed for
such positions approved by the Managenent Committee shall be hired
wi th approval of the Speaker or the chairman of the conmttee
concerned, as the case may be. The Speaker or the conmttee
chai rman, as the case may be, shall recommend the conpensation to
be paid to the Speaker's staff or commttee staff nmenbers, as the
case nmay be, and the Managenent Conmittee shall consider these
recommendat i ons when fixing such sal ari es.

(10) The Managenent Committee, upon request of the
chai rman of any standing conmttee of the House of
Representatives, may authorize expenses, to include per diem
m | eage, neals and |odging, to be paid for nenbers attending the
nmeeti ng of any standing commttee or subconmittees thereof during

the period in which the Legislature is not in session, which shal
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not exceed the conpensation provided for nenbers of the Managenent
Comm ttee provided for in subsection (6) of this rule. The
Managenment Conmittee shall adopt rules and regul ati ons concerning
time, places and nunber of neetings that nay be held for which
menbers will be conpensated, such rules and regulations to require
prior approval of neetings in order for nenbers to be conpensat ed.
(11) The Managenent Commttee shall have general
adm ni strative powers and the responsibility for the proper
operation of the House Legislative Services Ofi ce.

(a) The director, subject to approval of the
Managenent Conmittee, shall enploy full-tinme professional,
technical, clerical and stenographic assistance as may be
necessary to carry out the provisions of this subsection.

(b) The House Legislative Services Ofice shal
cooperate with the State Librarian in naintaining a reference
library which shall contain, but shall not be limted to, study
reports and information gathered by the departnments and the
various commttees of the Legislature so as to provide a
continuity of information fromyear to year.

(c) The House Legislative Services Ofice shal
assi st the House of Representatives, its commttees, conmm ssions
and individual nmenbers of the House of Representatives as follows
in:

(i) Bill research

(i) Bill drafting;

(i) Bill analysis;

(iv) Preparation and witing of standing and
interimcommttee reports; and

(v) Such other duties as prescribed by the
Managenent Conmitt ee.

(d) The House Legislative Services Ofice nust be
authorized, in witing, by a House nenber to prepare a draft

before it undertakes the preparation thereof.
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(e) No enployee of the House Legislative Services
Ofice shall:

(i) Reveal to any person outside his office
the contents or nature of any request for services nmade by any
menber of the House except with the witten consent of the person
maki ng such request;

(i) Uge, oppose or attenpt to influence any
| egi sl ation;

(tii) Gve legal advice on any subject to any
person, firmor corporation, except nenbers of the House; nor

(iv) During his enploynment be associated or
interested in the private practice of law in any matter without
prior approval of the Managenent Comm ttee.

A violation of any provision of this section by an enpl oyee
shal | be sufficient cause for his or her inmmedi ate di sm ssal .
However, this paragraph shall not be a limtation on the authority
of the Managenent Commttee to dism ss or change its enpl oyees.

(12) The Ofice of General Services shall cooperate
wi th the Managenent Committee in maki ng space available either in
the Capitol or in any other buildings easily accessible to nenbers
of the Legislature.

(13) The funds necessary to carry out the provisions of
this rule shall be paid fromthe funds appropriated to the House
of Representatives Contingent Fund nmade by the Legislature for the
pur poses herein set out.

(14) At such tine as there may be created in the Senate
of the State of M ssissippi a correspondi ng managenent committee
with like duties and responsibilities of the House Managenent
Comm ttee, the House Managenent Commttee is authorized to neet
jointly with such correspondi ng Senate Managenent Committee in
order to nore effectively carry out the provisions of this rule.

DUTI ES OF THE CLERK
12. When a bill has passed, it shall be certified by the
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Cl erk, who shall note thereon the day it passes.

13. He shall stand while reading papers to the House, he
shall attest all wits, warrants and subpoenas issued by order of
t he House.

14. The Cerk of the House of Representatives shall keep a
correct Journal of the proceedings of the House, and, on each day,
shall read over the Journal of the preceding day to the House. He
shall nunber, file and preserve in its proper order, each bill,
resolution, nmenorial, or other paper introduced in the House, and
carefully engross and enroll all bills, resolutions, nenorials and
ot her papers that may be ordered to be engrossed or enrolled; and
shall promptly and faithfully discharge all the duties incident to
t he House, provide for control of enployees of the House under
Speaker, provide for pay of nmenbers, enployees, and control pages
and porters. (Statutory)

15. Pages shall be appointed to serve for one (1) week at a
ti me each, under the control and direction of the Cerk of the
House, provided, however, that only persons over the age of twelve
(12) years shall be eligible to serve as pages.

16. The Sergeant at Arns of the House of Representatives
shal | give a general supervision, under the direction of the
Speaker of the House, attend the sittings thereof, preserve order,
execute its conmands and all processes issued by its authority;
and shall have control of the doorkeepers and servants of the
House, not including stenographers, pages, etc. He shall clear
the House of all visitors one (1) hour before each session
convenes and not allow visitors on the Floor of the House for ten
(10) mnutes after a session has recessed or adjourned. He shal
see that the Hall of the House and the Conmittee Roons and the
Room of the Speaker of the House, the anteroons, | obbies and
galleries thereof are clean, confortable, heated in winter if
necessary to confort, and lighted at night during the sitting of

t he House, and that all necessary conveni ences are supplied to the
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menbers, officers and commttees. He shall, on the final
adj ournment of the Legislature, collect all the remaining
stationery and furnishings purchased for the use of the House and
deliver the sane to the Secretary of State. (Statutory)
DUTI ES OF THE DOORKEEPERS

17. The Door keepers of the House of Representatives shal
keep the doors thereof under their direction, and perform such
ot her duties as may be required of them

DECORUM AND DEBATE

18. \When any nenber desires to speak, to nake a notion, or
deliver any matter to the House, he shall rise at his desk and
respectfully address hinself to "M . Speaker"™ and, on being
recogni zed, may address the House from any place on the floor and
shall confine hinself to the question under debate and avoid
personalities.

18A. \Whenever a nenber is on the floor of the House while
the House is in session, each male nenber of the House shall wear
a coat and necktie, except when seated, and each femal e nenber of
t he House shall wear appropriate attire. No visitor or guest on
t he House floor shall be required to conply with this rule.

18B. Snoking shall not be permtted in the House chanber or
t he House gallery during any daily session of the House fromthe
time the session is convened until the tinme the session is
adj our ned; however, the House Managenent Conmittee nmay designate
certain locations within the House chanber as snoking areas. The
room adj acent to the House chanber, which commonly is referred to
as the "cloakroom ™" and the nenbers' restroons adjacent to the
House chanber, are not considered a part of the House chanber
under this rule. Each House conmittee has the option to devel op a
policy regarding snoking in the roomin which the commttee neets.
As used in this rule, "snoking" means to inhale, exhale, burn,
carry or otherw se possess any lighted cigarette, cigar, pipe or

any ot her object or device of any formthat contains |ighted
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t obacco or any other snoking product. The Sergeant at Arns shall
enforce the provisions of this rule.

19. No menber shall call by nane anot her nenber present in

debat e.
20. If any nenber, in speaking, or otherw se, transgresses
the Rul es of the House, the Speaker shall, or any nenber may on

poi nt of order ask the Speaker to call the transgressor to order;
and the nenber called to order shall inmediately sit down, unless
permtted on notion of another nenber to explain, and the House if
appeal ed to, shall decide on the case wthout debate. If the
decision be in favor of the menber called to order, he shall be at
liberty to proceed; if against himand the case requires it, he
shall be liable to the censure of the House, or such other

puni shment as the House may deem proper.

21. If a nenber is called to order for words spoken in
debate, the nenber calling himto order shall indicate the words
excepted to, and they shall be taken down in witing at the
Clerk's desk and read aloud to the House; but he shall not be held
to answer, nor be subject to the censure of the House therefor, if
further debate on other business has intervened.

22. Wen two (2) or nore nenbers rise at once the Speaker
shall nanme the nmenber who is first to speak.

23. No nenber shall speak nore than ten (10) m nutes on any
mai n question, or five (5) mnutes on an anendnment, w thout | eave
of the House, unless he be the nover, proposer, or introducer of
the matter pending, in which case he shall be permtted to speak
in reply, but not until every nmenber choosing to speak shall have
spoken. A nmenber who has spoken once, but who has not consuned
his whole time shall not be permitted to speak again on the sane
guestion until each menber that desires to do so shall have
spoken.

24. After the notion to lay on the table, those in

opposition to the notion shall be allowed five (5) mnutes for
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di scussi on.

25. Wiile the Speaker is putting a question, or addressing
t he House, no nenber shall wal k out of, or across or about the
Hal | or converse with another, nor when a nenber is speaking, pass
between himand the Chair, or entertain private discourse. And
during the session of the House, no nenber or other person shal
remain at the Cerk's desk at any tinme. No nenber or others shal
expectorate upon the floor of the House, and the Sergeant at Arns
and door keepers are charged with the strict enforcenent of this
rul e.

26. No nenber shall vote on any question in the result of
which he is pecuniarily interested, nor in any other case where he
was not present when the question was put.

27. Every nenber who shall be in the House when a question
is put shall vote on one (1) side or the other unless the House
shal |, for special reasons, excuse him

28. No nenber shall absent hinself fromthe service of the
House, unl ess he shall have | eave, or be sick, or unable to
attend. Fifteen (15) menbers shall be authorized to conpel the
attendance of absent menbers and order a call of the House.

ON MOTI ONS, THEI R PRECEDENCE, ETC

29. A notion to adjourn shall always be in order except when
operating under the previous question, but a notion to adjourn
being I ost, shall not be renewed until sonme business has
i nt ervened.

30. Every notion nade to the House and entertai ned by the
Speaker shall be reduced to witing on the denmand of any nenber,
and may be entered on the Journal with the nane of the nenber
maki ng t he noti on.

31. Wen a notion has been made, the Speaker shall state it
or (if it bein witing) cause it to be read aloud by the Cerk
bef ore being debated, and it shall then be in possession of the

House, but nmay be wi thdrawn by unani nous consent at any tine
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bef ore a deci sion or anendnent.

32. No dilatory notion shall be entertained by the Speaker.

33. Wen a question is under debate, no notion shall be
received but:

(1) To adjourn

(2) To lay on the table

(3) For the previous question

(4) To lay on the table subject to cal

(5) To postpone to a day certain

(6) To refer

(7) To anend

(8) To postpone indefinitely
whi ch several notions shall have precedence in the foregoing
order; and no notion to postpone to a day certain, to commt, or
to postpone indefinitely, being decided, shall be again allowed on
the sane day at the same stage of the question.

34. A notion to postpone a question beyond the tinme at which
it can be considered is equivalent to conpl ete disapproval and
shoul d be treated as a notion to postpone indefinitely.

The notion to postpone indefinitely is debatable and opens
the main question to debate.

A mgjority vote of the nmenbers voting is required for the
adoption of the notion to postpone indefinitely. The adoption of
a notion to postpone indefinitely shall be treated as a vote on
the final passage of a neasure and shall be subject to
reconsi deration as such.

35. No notion or proposition on a subject different from
t hat under consideration shall be adm tted under color of an
anmendnent; nor shall any anmendnent be adopted changi ng the
original purpose of the bill.

36. The adoption of an anendnent to a section shall not
preclude further anendnments to that section. |If a neasure is

bei ng considered section by section or itemby item only
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amendnments to the section or itemunder consideration shall be
made. The Speaker shall, in recognizing nenbers for the purpose
of noving the adoption of anendnents, endeavor to cause al
amendnments to Section 1 to be considered first, then all those to
Section 2 and so on. After all sections have been consi dered
separately, the whole nmeasure shall be open for anendnent.

An anendnent to strike all after the enacting or resolving
clause or to strike out the enacting or resolving clause of a
nmeasure shall, if carried, be considered as equivalent to
rejection of the nmeasure by the House, and the vote thereon shal
be taken by a roll-call vote. Amendnents to an anendnent shall be
voted on before substitute is taken up. Only one (1) anendnent to
the amendnent is in order at one (1) tine; but as rapidly as one
i s disposed of by rejection or adoption, another is in order as
| ong as any nenber desires to offer one. A substitute anendnent
may be offered to an anmendnent. An anmendnent to the substitute
may be offered. No other anendnent can be offered since the third
degree has been reached. The vote shall be taken in the follow ng
order: the anendnent to the anendnent shall first be voted on;
then the anmendnent to the substitute; then the substitute
anmendnent and if the substitute is adopted, then the original
anendnent shall be regarded as automatically tabled.

An anendnment to a pending question requires only a majority
vote for its adoption, even though the question nay require a vote
greater than a majority, for adoption.

It is in order for a House bill with Senate anendnents to be
referred to the proper commttee or commttees.

On all questions, whether in commttee or in the House, the
| ast amendnent, the nost distant day or hour and the | argest sum
shall be put first.

SUSPENSI ON OF RULES
37. No rule shall be suspended except by the concurrence of

two-thirds (2/3) of the nmenbers present.

H R No. 5
00\ HRO3\ R734AH
PAGE 16



526
527
528
529
530
531
532
533
534
535
536
537
538
539
540
541
542
543
544
545
546
547
548
549
550
551
552
553
554
555
556
557
558

38. Al notions to suspend the rules shall enbrace fully the
object for which they are to be suspended.

39. A notion to suspend the rules shall be deened a
privileged notion, and shall take precedence of all other notions
except the notion to adjourn, but it shall not be in order to nake
a notion to suspend the rules while the House is engaged in the
consi deration of other business.

40. On a notion to suspend the rules for reading a bill a
third tinme, no debate shall be allowed unless the notion prevails.

41. An affirmative vote on a notion to suspend the rules for
t he purpose of taking up any particular bill, or resolution, shal
not have the effect of precluding any notion or anendnent in
relation thereto which would have been in order if the bill or
resol uti on had been brought before the House in the regul ar order.

42. A notion to suspend the rules for a particul ar purpose
havi ng been decided in the negative, it shall not be in order to
renew the notion for the sane purpose during the sane day.

MOTI ON TO REFER

43. Bills, resolutions, petitions, nmenorials, reports, and
ot her papers addressed to the House nay be referred upon original
reference at the pleasure of the House by suspension of the rules;
provi ded, however, any bill, resolution, petition, nenorial,
report, or other paper being before the House after the original
reference thereof nmay be referred to a standing or sel ect
committee by a majority vote of the nenbers of the House present
and voti ng.

44. The vote on a notion to refer to conmmttee may not be
reconsidered. A notion to recommt or commt to conmttee shal
be considered a notion to refer.

45. Bills, resolutions, petitions, nmenorials, reports, and
ot her papers addressed to the House nay be presented by any nenber
who shall state briefly to the House the contents thereof; and no

such bill, resolution, petition, menorial, report or other paper
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addressed to the House shall be read in full to the House but
shall be filed with the Clerk, attention called thereto, and
referred to the proper committee, unless by a mgjority vote of
t hose present in the House should desire the same read.

46. Any nenber upon recognition by the Speaker may object to
t he readi ng of any docunment before the House. After such
obj ection, the question of reading shall be determ ned w thout
debate by a majority vote of the menbers present, upon a brief
statenent of its substance by the Speaker.

47. \Wien a bill, resolution, petition, menorial, report and
ot her paper addressed to the House is offered, a notion nmade to
refer any subject, and different conmttees are proposed, the
guestion shall be taken in the follow ng order:

A standing conmittee

A select committee

Conmittee of the Wole

When nore than one (1) standing committee is proposed, the
| ast proposed shall be the first voted upon as an anendnent to
strike out and insert.

48. Bills, resolutions, petitions, nmenorials, reports, and
ot her papers addressed to the House shall, upon introduction, be
referred by the Speaker to the conmittee having jurisdiction over
the subject matter, and shall be considered by the House only
after having been reported by such commttee.

Provi ded, however, it shall be in order to consider a bill,
resolution, petition, nmenorial, report, and other papers under the
suspensi on of rul es.

49. Wien a bill or concurrent resolution is originally
referred to two (2) or nore commttees and favorably reported by
them the chairman of the first-named commttee shall have the
option of handling the bill or resolution on the floor.

Local and private bills may, in the discretion of the

Speaker, be referred to two (2) or nore commttees, if, in the
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di scretion of the Speaker, the nature and effect of said |ocal and
private bill shall require the consideration of another conmttee.
Ceneral bills witten in such a way as to be | ocal and

private in nature shall be referred by the Speaker to the
Comm ttee on Local and Private Legislation and/or such other
commttee as permtted by the rules.

READI NG OF BI LLS

50. After a bill has been read for the first tinme, if there
is no objection, the rules shall be considered suspended and the
bill placed on its second reading.

51. After a bill has been read the second tine it shall be
subj ect to anendnent, but no di scussion shall be allowed, or
anendnent adopted, until the bill shall have been referred to a
commttee with the proposed anendnents thereto.

52. Wien a bill is up for final passage, and two (2) or nore
maj or anendnents have been adopted, a notion to recommt shall be
in order and have precedence over all other business.

53. Special order after the reading of the Journal of the
precedi ng day shall be:

(1) Senate nessages.

(2) Senate bills on the first and second readi ng and
for the proper reference to the conmttees.

(3) House bills on second reading.

REGULAR ORDER
54. The regul ar order shall be:

(1) Report of select commttees.

(2) Report of standing commttees in their order.

(3) Introduction of bills and constitutional
amendnent s.

(4) Resolutions, petitions, nenorials and ot her papers.

(5) Introduction of guests and visitors.

(6) Disposition of pending business on previous day,

provi ded that nothing shall be considered under this section
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except propositions actually pending before the House at the tine
of adjournnent on said previous day.
(7) Consideration of conference reports.

When a conference report is called up, only three (3) courses
are open: (a) agree, (b) disagree, or (c) recormmit to the sane or
anot her conference commttee with or without instructions.

Provi ded, however, only two (2) notions for the three (3) courses
are in order: (a) agree, or (b) recommit to the sane or another
conference conmttee with or without instructions. |[|f both
notions are offered, the notion to recommt shall take precedence.

A conference report nust be acted on as a whol e and deal t
with inits entirety.

A conference report may not be amended except by a concurrent
resol ution.

When conference results in disagreenent, conferees reporting
such disagreenment in witing are thereby discharged and new
conferees may be appoi nt ed.

(8) Consideration of bills for concurrence.

Wien Senate anendnents to a House bill are before the body,
they shall be either concurred in or not concurred in their
entirety and not separately. The notion that the House do not
concur in Senate anendnents but invite conference shall take
precedence over the notion that the House do concur. The
concurrence in anendnments adopted by the other house shall require
for adoption the sane vote as was required for the original
passage of the measure and shall be on roll call duly entered and
recorded in the Journal of the House.

(9) Consideration of notions to reconsider.
(10) Consideration and passage of bills and resol utions
on the general cal endar.
(11) The Rules Conmittee may report at any tinme.
ORDER OF BUSI NESS

55. The order of business shall not be changed except by
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two-thirds (2/3) vote of those present and voting, and al
guestions relating to the priority shall be deci ded w thout
debat e.

COW TTEE OF THE WHOLE

56. In all cases in formng a Coomittee of the Whole, which
shall be done by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the nmenbers present
and voting, the Speaker shall |eave his chair and the Speaker Pro
Tenpore shall preside. |If the Speaker Pro Tenpore is absent or if
t he Speaker Pro Tenpore noved to go into the Commttee of the
Whol e, the Speaker shall appoint a chairman to preside, who shall,
in case of disturbance or disorderly conduct in the gallery or
| obby, have the power to cause the same to be cleared, but the
menber nmaking the notion to go into Conmttee of the Whole shal
not be called to the chair.

57. Upon a bill being referred to the Commttee of the
Whol e, the sane shall first be read through by the Cerk, unless
the commttee shall otherw se order, and then read and debated by
sections, leaving the title to be |ast considered. After report,
the bill shall again be subject to debate and amendnent before the
guestion of engrossing it be taken.

58. The only notions permitted in Commttee of the Wole
are: tolimt debate; to propose anendnents; to recommend; to
recess conmttee subject to the call of the chairman; to
reconsi der, provided said notion to reconsider may be called up
i medi ately or at any time during the tine the House is resol ved
into the Conmttee of the Wole for the consideration of the
matter before the committee; and to rise.

59. The rules of the procedure in the House shall be
observed in the Conmttee of the Wiwole so far as they may be
applicable and in all commttees, provided standing and sel ect
commttees may exclude fromtheir conmttee procedures those House
Rul es not conpatible, in the opinion of said commttee, with the

proper function of said commttee.
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STANDI NG COW TTEES

60. (1) The follow ng shal
t he House:
(a) Rules Commttee,
t hese rul es;
(b) Managenent Conmitt ee,
11A of these rules;
(c) Ethics Conmittee,
of these rules;
(d) Conmittee

Agricul ture

Apportionnment and El ections
Appropriations

Banks and Banki ng
Conservati on and Water
Constitution

County Affairs
Educati on

Fees and Sal aries of Public Ofi
Gane and Fi sh

| nsur ance

| nt erstate Cooperation
Judi ci ary

Juvenil e Justice

Labor
Local and Private Legislation
Mlitary Affairs
Municipalities

G|, Gas and Ot her Mnerals
Penitentiary
Publ i ¢ Bui |l di ngs,
Public Health and Wl fare

Public Uilities
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Resour ces

Grounds and Lands

be the standing conmttees of

as provided for in Rule 11 of

as provided for in Rule

as provided for in Rule 63A

Nunber of Menbers

33

17

33

11

29

15

19

31
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Transportation 29
Uni versities and Col | eges 11
Ways and Means 33

(2) No nenber shall serve on both the Cormittee on Ways
and Means and the Commi ttee on Appropriations. Each nenber nmay
serve on at |east four (4) conmmttees listed in this rule.

(3) The Conmittee on Appropriations and the Conmittee
on Ways and Means each shall consist of thirty-three (33) nenbers
appoi nted by the Speaker, six (6) nenbers from each congressional
district as constituted on January 1, 1996, and three (3) nenbers
fromthe state at |large. Appointnments fromthe congressional
districts shall be made on the basis of seniority. For the
purposes of this rule, "seniority" shall nmean | ength of service,
continuous or interrupted, in either the House of Representatives
or the Senate. However, seniority anong nenbers having the sane
| ength of service shall be determned as follows: first,
continuous, uninterrupted service in the House; second,
continuous, uninterrupted service in the House and Senate; third,
interrupted service in the House; and fourth, interrupted service
in the House and Senate.

(4) In order for a nenber to be eligible for the rights
accorded by this subsection (4), a nmenber shall submt a list of
his or her commttee preferences, setting forth at |east ten (10)
commttees in order of preference with the nost preferred being
first on the list, to the Cerk of the House by 5:00 p.m on the
third cal endar day of the first |egislative session i mediately
following the year in which the nenbers of the Legislature are
elected. Wth regard to conmttee appointnments, the follow ng
shall be followed by the Speaker of the House in nmaking such
appoi nt nent s:

(a) Each nenber of the House who has served in the
House for less than four (4) years, whether such service be

continuous or interrupted, and who is not appointed to be a nenber
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of the Commttee on Appropriations or the Coormittee on Ways and
Means shall, as a matter of right, be appointed to serve on at
| east two (2) of the first seven (7) commttees on such list, not
to include Appropriations and Ways and Means; and
(b) Each nmenber of the House who has served in the
House for four (4) years or nore, whether such service be
continuous or interrupted, and who is not appointed to be a nenber
of the Commttee on Appropriations or the Coormittee on Ways and
Means shall, as a matter of right, be appointed to serve on at
| east three (3) of the first seven (7) commttees on such |ist.
(5) In making committee appoi ntnents, the Speaker shal
gi ve consideration to the preferences as expressed by the nenbers
on their lists as provided in subsection (4) of this rule, and to
the seniority, abilities, and geographic |ocation of the nmenbers.
61. The first nmenmber named on a conmittee shall be its
chairman and the second nenber naned shall be its vice chairman.
However, from and after Decenber 31, 1987, no nenber who serves as
chai rman or vice chairman of a standing commttee shall serve as
chai rman or vice chairman of another standing commttee. There
shall be no further rank on commttees, the remai ning nenbers
being listed thereon in al phabetical order. Each commttee shall,
after its organization, inmediately determne by a mgjority vote
what shall constitute a sufficient quorumfor it to proceed to
busi ness, which quorum shall be not |less than a majority of the
commttee, and shall report said action to the Cerk of the House.
62. The Judiciary Committee shall be divided into two (2)
divisions to be knowmn as "Division A" and "Division B." The
menbers of each division shall be selected by the Speaker of the
House and bills, resolutions and other neasures, at the discretion
of the Speaker, nmay be referred to Judiciary en banc, in which
event the two (2) divisions shall sit as one (1) commttee and be
presi ded over by the Chairman of Division A

63. The chairman of each House commttee shall keep a record
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of neetings and attendance and shall make with his report each
time a statenent showi ng the hour his commttee net and the hour
it adjourned, together with the nanes of all the nenbers of the
commttee who were absent fromthe neeting, who had not been
previ ously excused by himor by the Speaker to attend to ot her
| egi sl ative duties.

ETH CS COW TTEE

63A. As used in the context of this rule, the word
"comm ttee" shall nean the Commttee on Ethics of the House of
Representatives, and the phrase "mgjority of the commttee" shal
mean a najority of the nenbers to which the commttee is entitl ed.

The comm ttee shall consist of eight (8) nenbers, one (1)
from each congressional district as constituted on January 1,
1996, and one (1) from each Suprene Court district, appointed by
t he Speaker. The Speaker shall appoint fromthe nmenbers a
chai rman, vice chairman and secretary for the commttee.

The chairman shall notify all nenbers of the conmttee at
| east twenty-four (24) hours in advance of the date, tinme and
pl ace of a neeting. Whenever the chairman shall refuse to call a
nmeeting, a mpjority of the conmttee may vote to call a neeting by
giving two (2) days' witten notice to the Speaker of the House
setting forth the time and place for such neeting. Such notice
shall be posted in the office of the Cerk of the House, and if
such neeting is called while the Legislature is in session the
notice shall be read to the House. Thereafter, the neeting shal
be held at the tinme and pl ace specified in such noti ce.

The comm ttee shall conduct its investigations, hearings and
nmeetings relating to a specific investigation or a specific
menber, officer or enployee of the House in closed session, and
the fact that such investigation is being conducted or to be
conducted, or that hearings or such neetings are being held or are
to be held shall be confidential information, unless the person

subj ect to investigation advises the committee in witing that he
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el ects that such hearing shall be held publicly. 1In the event of
such an election, the conmmttee shall furnish such person a public
hearing. Al other neetings of the conmttee shall be open to the
publ i c.

The commttee shall receive conplaints fromany citizen
agai nst nenbers, officers and enpl oyees of the House all eging
i mproper or unethical conduct. Any such conplaint nust be in
witing signed by the person filing the conplaint and acknow edged
by a notary public, and nmust set forth in detail the conduct in
guestion and the section of the Code of Ethics, other House Rul e,
witten policy of the House adopted by the Managenent Commi ttee,
statute, or of the Constitution violated. The person agai nst whom
t he conpl ai nt has been brought shall be notified in witing and
given a copy of the conplaint. Wthin fifteen (15) days after
recei pt of the conplaint, such person may file a witten answer
thereto with the conmttee. Upon receipt of the answer, by vote
of a mgjority of the conmttee, the conmttee shall either dismss
the conplaint within ten (10) days or proceed with a formnal
i nvestigation, to include hearings, not |ess than ten (10) days
nor nmore than thirty (30) days after notice in witing to the
person so charged that the conmttee is proceeding with a fornmal
i nvestigation. Personal service of such notice shall be made by
the Sergeant at Arns of the House of Representatives and a return
made thereon to the conmttee. Failure of the person charged to
file an answer shall not be deened to be an adm ssion or create an
i nference or presunption that the conplaint is true, and such
failure to file an answer shall not prohibit a mgjority of the
commttee fromeither proceeding with a formal investigation or
di sm ssing the conplaint.

A mgjority of the commttee nay, on its own, initiate a
prelimnary investigation of any suspected violation of the Code
of Ethics, other House Rule, witten policy of the House adopted

by the Managenment Conmittee, statute, or Constitution by a nenber,
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of ficer or enployee of the House. |If it is determned by a
majority of the conmttee that a violation of a rule or |aw may
have occurred, the person in question shall be notified in witing
of the conduct in question and the section of the Code of Ethics,
ot her House Rule, witten policy of the House adopted by the
Managenent Conmittee, statute or Constitution violated. Wthin
fifteen (15) days, such person may file a witten answer thereto.
Upon recei pt of the answer, by vote of a majority of the
commttee, the commttee shall either dismss the charges within
ten (10) days or proceed with a formal investigation, to include
heari ngs, not less than ten (10) days nor nore than thirty (30)
days after notice in witing to the person so charged that the
commttee is proceeding with a formal investigation. Personal
service of such notice shall be nade by the Sergeant at Arns of

t he House of Representatives and a return nmade thereon to the
commttee. Failure of the person charged to file an answer shal
not be deemed to be an adm ssion or create an inference or
presunption that the charge is true, and such failure to file an
answer shall not prohibit a majority of the commttee fromeither
proceeding with a formal investigation or dismssing the charge.

In the event that the conmttee desires to reviewthe
statenent of economic interest or any other statenent filed with
the M ssissippi Ethics Comm ssion by any nenber, officer or
enpl oyee of the House, the comm ssion shall furnish a certified
copy of the statenment to the commttee.

In the event that the commttee shall elect to proceed with a
formal investigation of the conduct of any nenber, officer or
enpl oyee of the House, the conmttee may, in its discretion,
enpl oy i ndependent counsel who shall not be enployed by the House
for any other purpose or in any other capacity during such
i nvestigation.

Such person shall be entitled to present evidence,

cross-exam ne wtnesses, face his accuser, and be represented by
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counsel

The chairman may continue any hearing for reasonabl e cause,
and upon the vote of a majority of the commttee or upon the
request of any person subject to investigation, the chairman shal
i ssue subpoenas for the attendance and testinony of w tnesses and
t he production of docunentary evidence relating to any matter
under formal investigation by the conmittee.

Al'l testinony, docunents, records, data, statenents or
information received by the commttee in the course of any
investigation shall be private and confidential, except in the
case of public hearings or in a report to the House. The
commttee may rel ease any confidential information, including a
report thereon, regarding any nenber, officer or enployee at the
request of such nenber, officer or enployee. No report shall be
made to the House unless a nmajority of the commttee has nmade a
finding of unethical or inproper conduct on the part of the person
under investigation. No finding of unethical or inproper conduct
shall be valid unless signed by at |least a majority of the
commttee. Any such report may include a mnority report. No
action shall be taken on any finding of inproper or unethical
conduct nor shall such finding or report containing such finding
be made public sooner than seven (7) days after a copy of the
finding is sent by certified mail to the nenber, officer or
enpl oyee under investigation.

The commttee may neet with a conmttee of the Senate to hold
i nvestigations or hearings involving enployees of the two (2)
houses jointly or enployees of the Legislative Reference Bureau,
the Joint Legislative Committee on Perfornmance Eval uation and
Expendi ture Review, the Joint Legislative Budget Commttee and any
other joint conmttee created by the Legislature; provided,
however, no action may be taken at a joint neeting unless it is
approved by a ngjority of the conmttee.

In the event that a nmenber of the commttee shall be under
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i nvestigation, such nenber shall be tenporarily replaced on the
committee in a |like manner as said nenber's original appointnent.

The comm ttee, whether or not at the request of a nenber,
of ficer or enployee concerned about an ethical problemrelating to
hi msel f alone or in conjunction with others, may render advisory
opinions with regard to questions pertaining to |legislative ethics
or decorum Such advi sory opinions, with such deletions and
changes as shall be necessary to protect the identity of the
person invol ved or seeking them nay be published and distributed
to all the menbers of the House.

Any nenber of the commttee breaching the confidentiality of
materials and events as set forth in this rule shall, by a
majority vote of the commttee, be renoved imediately fromthe
commttee and replaced by anot her nenber of the House in a like
manner as said menber's origi nal appoi ntnent.

Any officer or enployee of the House shall be subject to the
sanme restriction of confidentiality as a nenber of the committee,
and a breach of this restriction shall be grounds for dismssal of
any officer or enployee.

The conmm ttee may adopt rules of procedure for the orderly
conduct of its affairs, investigations, hearings and neetings,
which rules are not inconsistent with this rule.

The commttee shall continue to exist and have authority and
power to function after the sine die adjournment of the
Legi slature, and shall so continue until the expiration of the
then current termof office of the nenmbers of the commttee.

CODE OF ETHI CS

63B. In addition to the other rules of the House of
Representatives, and in supplenent thereto, the follow ng Code of
Ethics is established as a standard of conduct for nenbers.

(1) No nenber, officer or enployee of the House shall:
(a) Accept enploynent or engage in any business or

prof essional activity which will require himto disclose
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confidential information which he has gai ned by reason of his
of ficial position or authority;

(b) Inproperly disclose confidential information
acquired by himin the course of his official duties nor use such
information to further his personal interests;

(c) Use or attenpt to use his official position to
secure unwarranted privileges or exenptions for hinmself or others;

(d) Use for private gain any information not
avai lable to the public at |arge and acquired by himsolely by
virtue of his position, and no information described in this
subsection shall be disclosed by a nenber to others for purposes
of their use for private gain

(2) Each nenber, officer or enployee of the House shal
file the statenment of econom c interest or any other statenent
required to be filed by the M ssissippi Ethics Comm ssion which
shal | be signed under oath as to the accuracy and conpl et eness of
the information set forth to the best know edge of the person
submitting such statenent.

Requi red statenments hereunder shall be filed with the
M ssi ssi ppi Ethics Comm ssion with such information as is required
by law. In the event of any substantial change occurring after
the tinme required for filing as to matters covered in this
section, a supplenental statenment shall be filed within thirty
(30) days thereafter reflecting such new i nformation.

In addition to the filings required herein, a nenber may nake
additional filings with a request for an advisory opinion fromthe
Ethics Commttee on any matter which the nmenber feels is subject
to interpretation under this rule.

(3) Any nenber who shall undertake to represent or to
i ntervene for any person for conpensation before any state agency
shall file a statenment with the Ethics Committee within thirty
(30) days after undertaking said representation. Such statenent

shall identify the person represented and the nature of the
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busi ness invol ved; provided, however, that this provision shal

not apply: (a) where such representation involves only the
uncontested or routine actions of adm nistrative officers or

enpl oyees of the state in issuing or renewing a license, charter,
certificate or simlar docunent, and (b) where such representation
is before the M ssissippi Wrkers' Conpensation Conmm ssion.

(4) In addition to the filings required herein, copies
of the statenents required to be filed under this rule shall be
filed with the Secretary of State. Such statenents shall be open
to the general public and shall be filed at the sane tinme as
filings required hereinabove.

64. Appropriation and revenue bills shall, at regul ar
sessions of the Legislature, have precedence over all other
busi ness and no such bill shall be passed during the last five (5)
days of the session.

65. It shall be the duty of the Commttee on Engrossed and
Enrolled Bills to exam ne all engrossed and enrolled bills,
correct all m stakes therein, and report the bills to the House
and this report shall be in order at any tine.

THE PREVI OUS QUESTI ON

66. There shall be a notion for the previous question, which
bei ng ordered by a majority of nenbers voting, if a quorum be
present, shall have the effect to cut off all debate and bring the
House to a direct vote upon the inmedi ate question, or questions,
on which it has been asked and ordered, except that each side
shall be allowed ten (10) mnutes on the main question and five
(5) mnutes on any subsidiary question for debate, the affirnmative
closing the debate. The previous question my be asked and
ordered upon a single notion, a series of notions allowabl e under
the rules, or an anmendnent or anmendnents, or may be nade to
enbrace all authorized notions or amendnents and include the bill
to its recommtnent, passage or rejection. It shall be in order

after the previous question shall have been ordered on its
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passage, for the Speaker to entertain and submt a notion wthout
debate to reconmt, with or without instruction, to a standing or
sel ect conmttee. Provided, however, a notion to reconsider the
vot e whereby an anendnment has been adopted or rejected shall not

be in order after the previous question has been ordered.

67. |If the previous question is lost, the notion may not be
renewed until a subsequent vote has been taken on any matter.

68. Al incidental questions of order arising after a notion
is made for the previous question, and pending such notion, shal
be deci ded, whether an appeal or otherw se, w thout debate.

ON CALLS OF THE ROLL

69. Upon every roll call the nanmes of the nenbers shall be
cal | ed al phabetically by surnanme, except when two (2) or nore have
t he sane surname, in which case the name of the county shall be
added; and if there be two (2) such nenbers fromthe sanme county,
the name and initials shall be called, and after the roll has been
once called, the Cerk shall call in their al phabetical order the
names of those not voting; and thereafter the Speaker shall not
entertain a request to record a vote or announce a pair; and the
yeas and nays on any question shall be entered on the Journal, at
t he request of one-tenth (1/10) of the nenbers present; and the
yeas and nays shall be entered on the Journal on the final passage
of every bill.

ABSENCE OF QUORUM

70. In the absence of a quorum fifteen (15) nenbers,

i ncluding the Speaker, if there is one, shall be authorized to
conpel the attendance of absent nenbers, and in all calls of the
House the doors shall be closed, the names of the nenbers shall be
called by the Cerk, and the absentees noted; and those for whom
no sufficient excuse is made nmay, by order of a mpjority of those
present, be sent for and arrested, wherever they may be found, by
of ficers appointed by the Sergeant at Arns for that purpose, and

their attendance secured and retai ned; and the House shal
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determ ne upon what condition they shall be discharged. Menbers
who voluntarily appear shall, unless the House otherw se direct,
be immedi ately admtted to the Hall of the House, and they shal
report their names to the Clerk to be entered upon the Journal as
present.

71. On the demand of any menber, or at the suggestion of the
Speaker, the nanmes of nenbers sufficient to make a quorumin the
Hal | of the House who do not vote shall be noted by the Cerk and
recorded in the Journal, and reported to the Speaker with the
nanmes of the menbers voting and be counted and announced in
determ ning the presence of a quorumto do busi ness.

72. \Wenever a quorumfails to vote on any question and a
guorumis not present and objection is made for that cause, unless
t he House shall adjourn there shall be a call of the House, and
the Sergeant at Arns shall forthwith proceed to bring absent
menbers, and the yeas and nays on the pending question shall at
the same tine be considered as ordered.

The Clerk shall call the roll, and each nenber as he answers
to his name may vote on the pending question, and, after the rol
call is conpleted, each nenber arrested shall be brought by the
Sergeant at Arns before the House, whereupon he shall be noted as
present, discharged fromarrest, and given an opportunity to vote
and his vote shall be recorded. |If those voting on the question
and those who are present and decline to vote shall together make
a majority of the House, the Speaker shall declare that a quorum
is constituted, and the pendi ng question shall be decided as the
majority of those voting shall appear; and thereupon further
proceedi ngs under the call shall be considered as di spensed wth.
At any tinme after the roll call has been conpl eted, the Speaker
may entertain a notion to adjourn, if seconded by a majority of
t hose present, to be ascertained by actual count by the Speaker;
and if the House adjourns, all proceedings under this section

shal | be vacat ed.
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DI VI SION OF QUESTI ON

73. On demand of any nmenber, before the question is put, a
guestion shall be divided if it include propositions so distinct
i n substance, that one being taken away, a substantive proposition
shal | remain.

74. Questions of privilege shall be:

First, those affecting the rights of the House collectively,
its safety, dignity and the integrity of its proceedi ngs.

Second, the rights, reputation and conduct of nenbers
individually in their representative capacity only; and shall have
precedence of all other questions except notions to adjourn.

HOURS OF MEETI NG AND ADJOURNMENT

75. Two o' clock in the afternoon shall be the standi ng hour
to which the House shall adjourn.

76. The hour at which every notion to adjourn is nmade shal
be entered on the Journal .

77. The regular hour for commttee neetings shall be at 9:00
o' clock a.m, unless otherwi se ordered by the commttee and it
shall be the duty of the Rules Commttee to prescribe a schedule
for regul ar neetings of standing commttees.

78. Every bill or resolution, when favorably reported by the
proper conmittee, shall be reproduced with sufficient copies so
that copies thereof may be placed on the desk of every nenber
before any such bill or resolution shall be placed on final
passage. No bill or resolution shall be considered by the House
unl ess nenbers have been furni shed copies thereof, except by
unani nous consent. Wen a bill or resolution is being considered
by the House, all anmendnents offered have been di sposed of, and
two (2) or nore mmj or anendnments have been adopted, any nenber nmay
nove that the bill be engrossed. |[|f such notion be adopted by a
maj ority of those present and voting, further consideration of
such bill or resolution shall be suspended until the bill or

resol uti on has been engrossed and all nenbers present have been

H R No. 5
00\ HRO3\ R734AH
PAGE 34



1120
1121
1122
1123
1124
1125
1126
1127
1128
1129
1130
1131
1132
1133
1134
1135
1136
1137
1138
1139
1140
1141
1142
1143
1144
1145
1146
1147
1148
1149
1150
1151
1152

furni shed copies of the engrossed bill or resolution. Wen the
menber shi p shall have been furnished copies of the engrossed bil
or resolution, the bill or resolution shall then beconme pending
busi ness of the House as soon as the main question then under
consi deration shall have been disposed of. The commttee or any
menber proposing a substitute or an amendnent which is, in effect,
a substitute for an entire bill or resolution, shall provide al
menbers present copies of any such substitute or amendnent before
the sane shall be voted on for consideration or adopti on except on
suspensi on of the rules.

79. \Wen a bill, nenorial or resolution has been finally
rejected in the House, it shall not again be introduced or
consi dered during the sanme session wi thout notice of three (3)
days and | eave of two-thirds (2/3) of the nmenbers present and
voting, and a bill so offered for reintroduction shall be regarded
as the same, if it deals substantially with the sane subject
matter.

SPECI AL ORDER

80. Special orders of the day not disposed of on the day
assi gned, shall stand for every succeedi ng day, until disposed of.

8l. (1) A notion to postpone to a day certain shall require
a majority of those present and voting for its adoption, but a
notion to postpone to a time certain shall be deened, and treated
as, a notion to set as a special order. (2) A notion to set a
speci al order nay be anmended as to tinme. It is debatable only as
to the question of setting the special order and does not open up
the main question to debate. (3) A notion to set a special order
shall require a two-thirds (2/3) vote of those nenbers present and
voting. (4) \Wen special orders that have been made at different
times cone into conflict, the one that was first nmade takes
precedence over all special orders nade afterwards, although the
latter were nmade for an earlier hour.

CALENDARS
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82. Bills reported by conmttees shall be given a serial
nunber by the O erk and shall be placed on the calendar in the
order in which reported by the commttee and shall be called for
consideration in that order. When a bill is called for
consideration in the order in which placed on the calendar and is
not considered by the House, it shall go to the heel of the
cal endar; provided, however, that separate cal endars shall be kept
for the bills reported by the Conmittees on Ways and Means,
Appropriations, and Local and Private Legislation.

83. Any committee or individual menber of the House may
apply to the Commttee on Rules to set a tine for the taking up,
ahead of its regular place on the cal endar, of any neasure
favorably reported by the conmttee to which the nmeasure has been
referred. The Committee on Rules may grant such request by a
majority vote. The Conmttee on Rules may designate a day of each
| egi sl ati ve week as a noncontroversial bill day. Wen such a day
be designated, all bills appearing on the cal endar shall be
considered in their regular order provided, however, that should
ten percent (10% of the nmenbership object to any neasure on the
noncontroversial calendar stating that it is of a controversi al
nature, that measure shall go to the heel of the General House
Cal endar .

84. The cal endar shall be nade up fromday to day.

M NORI TY REPORT

85. Bills adversely reported by the commttees shall not be
pl aced on the cal endar at all unless acconpanied by a mnority
report signed by one or nore nenbers who were present at the
commttee neeting at which the bill was reported. Mnority
reports nust be filed within three (3) legislative days after the
bill has been reported by the commttee; a mnority report shal
be placed on the calendar at the heel of favorably reported bills
and shall not be considered until all favorably reported bills are

di sposed of, except on a suspension of the rules on a two-thirds
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(2/3) vote of those elected to the House and on roll call,
wher eupon, the House may proceed imediately to the consideration
t her eof .

86. Matters affecting the public interest and regarded as of
i mredi at e necessity nay be advanced on the cal endar by the Rul es
Comm ttee, and such nmatters may al so be advanced on the cal endar
by a vote of a mapjority of the nenbers el ected to the House of
Represent ati ves.

RULES

87. The permanent Rul es of the House nmay not be changed or
anended except by three (3) days' notice by a notion entered in
witing and placed on the Journal and by a vote of three-fifths
(3/5) of those present and voting, except that no rule shall be
changed or anended unless at least a majority of the el ected
menbers of the House of Representatives vote for said change or
amendnent .

Provi ded, however, the rules, or a rule, may be anended or
changed by a resolution referred to the Rules Cormmttee, reported
favorably, and adopted by a majority of the el ected nenbers of the
House of Representatives, and such resolutions, once reported,
shal | not be anended except by a three-fifths (3/5) vote of the
el ected nenbers of the House of Representatives.

A notion to reconsider the vote whereby a rul e has been
adopted or failed shall not be in order at any tine.

88. The current Rules of the House of Representatives of the
United States shall govern in all cases to which they are
applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with the
foregoing rules, the Joint Rules of the Senate and the House of
Representatives, and the Constitution of the State of M ssissippi.

89. No person shall be entitled to enter upon the floor of
t he House except: Menbers, their spouses, forner nenbers of the
Legi slature, unless said former nenber is a registered | obbyi st,

of ficers and enpl oyees of the House; nenbers, officers and
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enpl oyees of the Senate; nenbers of the news nedia who have proper
credentials issued by the Rules Conmittee; mnisters invited by

t he Speaker or the Cerk; and such others as the Commttee on

Rul es may desi gnat e.

Doors between the | obby and the cloak room and the door
bet ween the | obby and the Hall of the House shall be kept cl osed.
Visitors invited and personally acconpani ed by nenbers are
permtted in the | obby. The Speaker is charged with the
enforcenment of this rule, and it shall be the duty of any nenber,
of ficer or enployee of the House to informthe Speaker of any
violation of this rule. This rule is applicable fromone (1) hour
before the House convenes each day until the House adjourns each
day.

90. Privilege of reports fromCommttee on Rules, and
[imtations thereon.

It shall always be in order to call up for consideration a
report fromthe Conmttee on Rules (except it shall not be called
up for consideration on the sane day it is presented to the House,
unl ess so determned by a vote of not |ess than two-thirds (2/3)
of the menbers voting, but this provision shall not apply during
the | ast days of the session), and, pending the consideration
t hereof, the Speaker nmay entertain one (1) notion that the House
adjourn; but after the result is announced he shall not entertain
any other dilatory notion until the said report shall have been
fully disposed of.

91. No conmttee, except the Commttee on Rules, shall sit
during the sitting of the House, w thout special |eave.

| NTRODUCTI ON OF BI LLS

92. Each nenber, who desires to introduce a bill shall place
same in box in front of the Cerk's desk at any hour to suit his
conveni ence, and the Clerk is instructed to take these out at each
sessi on when the order for introduction of bills and

constitutional anmendnents is reached, and read their titles, and
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after the expiration of one (1) legislative day the Speaker shal
refer themto the proper conmttees; provided, however, that this
shall not prevent the inmmediate references of said bills or
constitutional anmendnments under a suspension of the rules.

93. Al bills and resolutions nust be typewitten or
printed. Bills and resolutions nmust be introduced in original
form (not carbon, photocopy or facsimle) and should be free from
interlineations, corrections and strikeouts, whether wth ink,
pencil or typewiter. Amendnents proposed by nmenbers or by
conm ttees nust not be witten into a bill or resolution until
such anmendnents shall be adopted by the House.

94. In addition to any other tine provided by | aw or by
rule, menbers of the House may file bills or resolutions with the
Clerk of the House at any time during the period between sessions
of the Legislature. Such prefiled bills shall be nunbered by the
Clerk of the House and referred by the Speaker to the appropriate
standing commttee of the House for study. Such prefiled bills
shall be introduced in the order filed on the first day of the
next succeedi ng regul ar session of the Legislature, or special
session if included within the Governor's call, and referred to
committee in the regular order of business of the House.

W THDRAW FROM COW TTEE

95. (1) Except as otherw se provided in subsections (2),
(3) and (4) of this rule, every House bill, resolution or neasure
referred to any conmttee, and not reported therefromwth a
recommendati on by the twenty-seventh day of a ninety-day session
and by the sixty-second day of a one-hundred-twenty-five-day
session, and every Senate bill, resolution or neasure referred to
any commttee, and not reported therefromby the fifty-fifth day
of a ninety-day session and by the ninetieth day of a
one- hundred-twenty-five-day session, my be withdrawn fromsaid
commttee on a notion made in witing, which said notion nust be

read by the clerk imediately upon its introduction, setting forth
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the reasons why said bill should be withdrawn fromthe commttee,
by a vote of a majority of the nmenbers elected to the House. It
may then be taken up and considered by the Comrittee of the Wole
House in accordance with the procedure set forth in House Rul e 56,
or, by a mpjority vote of those present and voting it may be
recommtted to a standing commttee. Provided, that during
extraordi nary or special sessions of the Legislature, any bill,

i ncluding an appropriation or revenue bill, may be w thdrawn from
committee after five (5) days fromthe date of reference. A
notion to withdraw a bill froma commttee shall not be voted upon
by the House on the day which the notion is nmade, except upon
suspension of the rules by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of those
present and voti ng.

(2) Any House appropriation bill or revenue bil
referred to the House Appropriations Commttee or the House Ways
and Means Conmittee and not reported therefromwith a
recommendation within ten (10) |egislative days after referral may
be withdrawn fromthe commttee in accordance with the procedure
set forth in subsection (1) of this rule if the notion for
wi thdrawal is made by the fiftieth day of a ninety-day session and
by the eighty-fifth day of a one-hundred-twenty-five-day session.

(3) Any Senate appropriation bill or revenue bil
referred to the House Appropriations Commttee or the House Ways
and Means Conmittee and not reported therefromwith a
recommendation within ten (10) |egislative days after referral may
be withdrawn fromthe commttee in accordance with the procedure
set forth in subsection (1) of this rule if the notion for
wi t hdrawal is nmade by the seventieth day of a ninety-day session
and by the one-hundred-fifth day of a one-hundred-twenty-five-day
sessi on.

(4) For the purposes of this rule, the term'revenue
bill" shall include only those bills whose prinmary purpose is to

i ncrease or decrease taxes or to authorize the issuance of bonds
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or the borrowing of noney. Bills which are primarily for

regul atory purposes which have revenue provisions included shal

not be considered as revenue bills for the purposes of this rule.
Bl LLS SHALL LI E ON TABLE ONE DAY

96. Every bill or resolution requiring the signature of the
Governor, all resolutions proposing anmendnents to the
Constitution, and all reports of commttees except the report of
the Commttee on Rules, shall lie on the table one (1) day before
bei ng consi dered except by suspension of the rules.

ROLL CALLS

97. Wen taking the yeas and nays on any question to be
voted upon, the electrical roll-call systemmy be used, and, when
so used, shall have the sanme force and effect as a roll call taken
as otherw se provided in the Rules of the House.

When the House is ready to vote upon any question requiring a
roll call and the vote is to be taken by the electrical roll-cal
system the Speaker shall announce:

"The question is on the passage of (designating the matter to
be voted upon). Al in favor of such question shall vote 'yea';

all opposed shall vote 'nay.' The House will now proceed to vote."

When sufficient time has been allowed the nenbers to vote,
t he Speaker shall announce: "Have all voted?" And after a short
pause, the Speaker shall direct the Cerk to |lock the machi ne and
record the vote.

The Cerk shall imrediately start the vote-recording
equi pnrent and, when the vote is conpletely recorded, shall advise
t he Speaker of the result, and the Speaker shall announce the
result to the House. The Cerk shall enter upon the Journal the
result in the manner provided by the Rules of the House.

After the voting nmachi ne has been | ocked, but prior to the
di splay of the tabulated vote on the electric voting board of the

result of aroll call, any nenber may request to (1) change his

vote, or (2) vote. After the vote has been tabul ated and
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di spl ayed on the electric voting board, a nmenber w th unani nous
consent may change his vote on the neasure, except that no such
change of vote shall be permtted where such vote would alter the
final vote on the neasure.

No nmenber shall vote for another nenber, nor shall any person
not a nmenber cast a vote for a menber. In addition to such
penalties as may be prescribed by |aw, any nenber who shall vote
or attenpt to vote for another nmenber may be punished in such a
manner as the House nay determine. |[|f a person not a nenber shal
vote or attenpt to vote for any nmenber, he shall be barred from
the floor of the House for the remainder of the session and may be
puni shed further in such manner as the House may deem proper, in
addition to such punishnent as may be prescribed by | aw

98. Neither the Speaker nor the House exercises jurisdiction
over pairs, and the only cogni zance of themtaken by the rules is
the provision for the announcenent and publicati on.

99. No nenber shall be pernmitted to give an ora
expl anation of his vote but may reduce his explanation to witing
in not nore than one hundred (100) words, and upon filing with the
Clerk, this explanation shall be spread on the Journal.
MOTI ON TO RECONSI DER

100. Any nenber voting on any neasure, shall be privileged
to enter a notion to reconsider the vote whereby the neasure is
di sposed of, at any time within the period prescribed by the rules
of this House.

101. A notion to reconsider having been properly nade and
entered in the Journal shall becone the property of the House and
may be called up by any nmenber of the House.

When a neasure requires nore than a majority vote for passage
it my still be reconsidered by a majority vote.

102. Wien a bill is read the third tinme in regular order,
and not under suspension of the rules, it shall be considered

engrossed and the House on the next or any succeeding |egislative
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day may proceed to a vote on its final passage in the sane manner
as if the rules had been suspended for its consideration.
PASSAGE OVER VETO

103. (1) Upon return of a bill w thout the approval of the
Governor acconpani ed by the Governor's objections to the bill, the
House shall proceed to reconsider the bill by either an inmediate
vote on the notion for passage, a Governor's veto notw thstanding,
or by referral to the cormittee which originally recommended said
bill. The manner of reconsideration shall be determ ned, upon
proper notion, by nmajority vote of those present. Should the bill
be reconsidered by referral to the commttee of origin, said
commttee shall report, with witten recomrendations, to the ful
House not nore than three (3) legislative days fromthe referral
of the bill in question. At the time of the report of such
commttee only two (2) courses shall be open:

(a) Allow Governor's veto to stand.
(b) Override Governor's veto.

Only one (1) notion for the two (2) courses shall be in order
and that is the notion for passage, a Governor's veto
notw t hstanding. Said notion, while not mandatory, shall be in
order at any tinme on the sane |legislative day that the report of
the conmttee is made but shall not be in order thereafter.

(2) Upon calling up a bill for reconsideration and
passage, a Governor's veto notw thstandi ng, the question before
t he House is not of reconsideration but that of overriding the
Governor's veto.

(3) Atwo-thirds (2/3) vote of those nenbers present
and voting, a quorum being present, is required to pass a bill
over a Governor's veto.

(4) A notion to reconsider the vote by which a vetoed
bill is passed or rejected is not in order.

104. The space imedi ately below the O erk's desk shall be

set aside to accommpdate representatives of the press, radio and

H R No. 5
00\ HRO3\ R734AH
PAGE 43



1417
1418
1419
1420
1421
1422
1423
1424
1425
1426
1427
1428
1429
1430
1431
1432
1433
1434
1435
1436
1437
1438
1439
1440
1441
1442
1443
1444
1445
1446
1447
1448
1449

tel evision nmedia wishing to report proceedi ngs and such
representatives shall be admtted to such area under such

regul ations as the Rules Conmttee may fromtine to tine
prescri be. The supervision of such portion of the floor shall be
fixed in the Conmttee on Rules.

(a) The correspondents shall abide by such rules and
regul ati ons as may be adopted by the Rules Commttee.

(b) The press table allotted to representatives of the
news nedia shall be for their exclusive use and persons not
hol di ng correspondents’' cards shall not be entitled to adm ssion
t her et o.

OPEN MEETI NGS
104A. Al official neetings of any standing, interimor

special commttee of the House of Representatives, but not

i ncl udi ng conference commttees, unless otherw se provided by this
rule or the Constitution of the United States or the State of

M ssi ssippi, are declared to be public nmeetings and shall be open
to the public at all tinmes unless declared an executive session as
provi ded herein. Any such House commttee may enter into
executive session for the transaction of public business;
provi ded, however, all neetings of any such comm ttee shal
commence as an open neeting, and an affirmative vote of a mgjority
of all menbers present shall be required to declare an executive
session. The procedure to be foll owed by such conmittee in
decl aring an executive session shall be as follows: Any nenber
shall have the right to require a closed determ nation upon the
i ssue of whether or not to declare an executive session. Such
menber, by notion, shall require the neeting to be closed for a
prelimnary determ nation of the necessity for executive session.

No ot her business shall be transacted until the discussion of the
nature of the matter requiring executive session has been
conpl eted and a vote taken on the issue. The total vote on the

guestion of entering into an executive session shall be recorded
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and spread upon the mnutes of such conmttee. Any such vote
wher eby executive session is declared shall be applicable only to
that particul ar meeting.

Any such House conmittee may make and enforce reasonabl e
rul es and regul ations for the conduct of persons attending its
nmeet i ngs.

M nutes shall be kept of all House conmttees, in open or
executive session, and shall consist of a witten record of
attendance and final actions taken at such neetings. Such m nutes
shal|l be open to public inspection during regular business hours
within a reasonable tine after adjournnent.

During a regular or special session of the Legislature,
notice of neetings of all House commttees, other than conference
commttees, shall be given by announcenent on the | oudspeaker
during sessions of the House or by posting on a bulletin board
provi ded for that purpose.

When not in session, the neeting tines and pl aces of al
House comm ttees shall be kept by the O erk of the House of
Representatives and shall be available at all tinmes during regul ar
wor ki ng hours to the public and news nedi a.

CONSTI TUTI ONAL PROVI SI ONS

105. Neither house shall, w thout the consent of the other,
adjourn for nore than three (3) days, nor to any other place than
that in which the two (2) houses shall be sitting (Art. 4, Sec.
57, Constitution).

106. No |l aw shall be revived or anended by reference to its
title only, but the section or sections, as anended or revived,
shall be inserted at length. (Art. 4, Sec. 61, Constitution).

107. No appropriation bill shall be passed by the
Legi sl ature which does not fix definitely the maxi mum sum t her eby
authorized to be drawn fromthe Treasury. (Art. 4, Sec. 63,
Constitution).

108. Al votes on the final passage of any neasure shall be
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subj ect to reconsideration for at |east one (1) whole |egislative
day, and no notion to reconsider such vote shall be disposed of

adversely on the day on which the original vote was taken, except
on the last day of the session. (Art. 4, Sec. 65, Constitution).

109. No new bill shall be introduced into either house of
the Legislature during the last three (3) days of the session.
(Art. 4, Sec. 67, Constitution).

110. No law granting a gratuity or donation in favor of any
person or object shall be enacted except by the concurrence of
two-thirds (2/3) of the nenbers-elect of each branch of the
Legi slature, nor by any vote for a sectarian purpose or use. (Art.
4, Sec. 66, Constitution).

111. General appropriation bills shall contain only the
appropriations to defray the ordi nary expenses of the executive,
| egi slative and judicial departnents of the government; to pay
interest on state bonds and to support the comon schools. Al
ot her appropriations shall be nade by separate bills, each
enbraci ng but one (1) subject. Legislation shall not be engrafted
on appropriation bills, but the sane may prescribe the conditions
on which the noney may be drawn, and for what purposes paid. (Art.
4, Sec. 69, Constitution).

112. No revenue bill, or any bill providing for assessnents
of property for taxation, shall becone a | aw except by a vote of
at least three-fifths (3/5) of the nmenbers of each house present
and voting. (Art. 4, Sec. 70, Constitution).

113. Every bill introduced into the Legislature shall have a
title, and the title ought to indicate clearly the subject matter

or matters of the proposed | egislation. Each commttee to which a

bill may be referred shall express, in witing, its judgnent of
the sufficiency of the title of the bill, and this, too, whether
t he reconmmendati on be that the bill do pass or do not pass. (Art.

4, Sec. 71, Constitution).

114. No bill shall becone a law until it shall have been
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referred to a conmttee of each house and returned therefromwth
a recomendation in witing. (Art. 4, Sec. 74, Constitution).

115. No bill passed after the adoption of this Constitution
to make appropriations of noney out of the State Treasury shal
continue in force nore than two (2) nonths after the expiration of
the fiscal year ending after the neeting of the Legislature at its
next regul ar session; nor shall such bill be passed except by the
votes of a majority of all the nenbers elected to each house of
the Legislature. (Art. 4, Sec. 64, Constitution).

116. There shall be appointed in each house of the
Legislature a standing commttee on Local and Private Legislation;
t he House conmttee to consist of seven (7) Representatives, and
the Senate commttee of five (5) Senators. No |ocal or private
bill shall be passed in either house until it shall have been
referred to said commttee thereof, and shall have been reported
back with a recomendation in witing that it do pass, stating
affirmatively the reasons therefor, and why the end to be
acconpl i shed should not be reached by a general law, or by a
proceeding in court; or if the recommendation of the conmttee be
that the bill do not pass, then it shall not pass the house to
which it is so reported unless it be voted by a mgjority of al
the nenbers elected thereto. |If a bill is passed in conformty to
the requirenents hereof, other than such as are prohibited in the
next section, the courts shall not, because of its |ocal, special,
or private nature, refuse to enforce it. (Art. 4, Sec. 89,

Constitution).
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