M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By:

Green, Barnett (92nd), Broonfield, To: Rules

Brown, Caneron, Capps, C arke, Col eman
(29th), Davis, Denny, Eakes, Evans,

Frederi cks, Gadd, G bbs, Henderson, Holl oway,
Huddl est on, Jenni ngs, Livingston, Maples,
Martinson, McBride, Mles, Mtchell, Nettles,
Perani ch, Pierce, Read, Rushing, Scott
(17th), Stevens, Taylor, Thomas, Wrren,
Weat her sby, West, Whittington
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HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 47

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON MEMORI ALI ZI NG THE M SSI SSI PP
CONGRESS| ONAL DELEGATI ON TO LOCK | NTO THE MATTER OF THE HI GH
PRI CES OF NEW DRUGS I N THE UNI TED STATES AND TO TAKE SQOVE ACTI ON
TO HELP REDUCE THE PRI CES OF NEW DRUGS | N TH S COUNTRY.

VWHEREAS, in recent years many pharmaceutical conpani es have
devel oped a nunber of new drugs that have been very effective in
treating or relieving the synptons of various illnesses and
condi tions; and

VWHEREAS, because of their effectiveness, these new drugs have
been in high demand anong patients and have been wi dely prescribed
by physicians and other health care professionals; and

VWHEREAS, these new drugs are still under patent protection,
so each of the drugs is only available fromone conpany and they
are often very expensive; and

WHEREAS, the large increase in the use of these costly drugs
has caused great strain on health insurance plans that cover
prescription drugs, including the State and School Enpl oyees
Heal t h I nsurance Pl an; and

VWHEREAS, the drug conpani es assert that the high prices for
these drugs is justified because they need to recover the mllions
of dollars that they spent for research and devel opnment and for

conducting the required federal trials on the drugs; and
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VWHEREAS, despite the conpanies' clains that high prices for
new drugs are necessary, many consuners, patients and insurers in
the United States have beconme aware that nany of these drugs that
are so expensive here are available in other countries at prices
significantly |ower than those in this country; and

VWHEREAS, if the pharmaceutical conpanies can afford to sel
these drugs in other countries nuch cheaper than the prices they
charge in the United States, many people want to know why the
drugs are not sold for the same |lower prices in this country; and

WHEREAS, it is inportant for state and federal policymakers
to find out why there is such a discrepancy between the prices of
new drugs sold in the United States and the sane drugs sold in
ot her countries, and to find some ways to help | ower the prices of
drugs for Anmerican consuners and patients:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG
THEREI N, That we nenorialize the M ssissippi congressional
del egation to ook into the matter of the high prices of new drugs
in the United States, to find out why these new drugs are sold
much cheaper in many other countries than they are in the United
States, and to take sonme action to help reduce the prices of new
drugs in this country.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution shal
be furnished to each nmenber of the M ssissippi congressional

del egation and to the Capitol Press Corps.
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