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HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 35

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMVENDI NG ROBERT ABRAHAM GREENLEE,
THE FORMER DI RECTOR OF THE LEGQ SLATI VE BUDGET OFFI CE, FOR H S
EXCEPTI ONAL SERVI CE TO THE JO NT LEGQ SLATI VE BUDGET COWM TTEE AND
TO THE M SSI SSI PPI  LEA SLATURE AND FOR HI'S MANY CONTRI BUTI ONS TO
THE ADVANCEMENT OF SOUND FI SCAL MANAGEMENT W THI N THE GOVERNMENT
OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI .

VWHEREAS, Robert Abraham G eenlee, the Director of the
Legi sl ative Budget O fice, recently retired from M ssissippi State
Government after 39 years of service; and

VWHEREAS, Robert Greenlee was born on October 8, 1936, in
Jackson, M ssissippi, and was the son of the | ate Maggi e and
Robert G eenlee of Hermanville, M ssissippi; and

WHEREAS, Robert G eenl ee graduated from Port G bson Hi gh
School in 1954 and furthered his education at the University of
M ssi ssi ppi where he was a nenber of Sigma Al pha Epsilon
Fraternity and where he received a bachel or of science degree in
busi ness adm nistration in 1959; and

WHEREAS, Robert Geenlee began his interest in state
government while still in college, serving as a driver for
Fielding Wight during Wight's 1955 canpaign for his second term
as Governor; and

WHEREAS, Robert G eenlee, upon his graduation fromthe
Uni versity of M ssissippi, worked in the Ross Barnett
gubernatorial canpaign and | ater served as a Col onel on Governor
Ross Barnett's staff; and

WHEREAS, Robert G eenl ee began work at the Comm ssion of

Budget and Accounting in January 1960 during the adm nistration of

Governor Ross Barnett and continued his career there until Apri
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1965, at which tinme he noved from Jackson to Port G bson to serve
as Assistant Plant Conptroller for Allied Chem cal Conpany and
subsequently diver Electric Conmpany; and

VWHEREAS, Robert Greenlee returned to work at the Conm ssion
of Budget and Accounting in 1968 as chief accountant and in 1973
was pronmoted to deputy director and went on to work a total of 23
years for the Comm ssion of Budget and Accounting; and

VWHEREAS, Robert Greenlee continued his service to the
Legi sl ature upon the abolishnment of the Comm ssion of Budget and
Accounting in July 1984 by accepting the position of Fiscal
Control Oficer with the newly created Joint Legislative Budget
Comm ttee and Legislative Budget Ofice; and

WHEREAS, Robert G eenlee was pronoted to Director of the
Legi sl ative Budget O fice in Septenber 1984 and continued in this
i nportant position for over 15 years until his retirenent on
January 31, 2000; and

WHEREAS, Robert G eenlee prepared two biennial and 15 annua
stat e budget recomendati ons for the Comm ssion of Budget and
Accounting and prepared 16 annual state budget recomendations for
the Joint Legislative Budget Commttee; and

WHEREAS, Robert G eenl ee has observed during his career with
the Legislature the State CGeneral Fund budget recomrendati on
increase from $254 nillion for fiscal biennium 1962-1964 to $3.6
billion for fiscal year 2000; and

WHEREAS, Robert Greenlee was married to his wife, Mary Jane
W der, of G eenwood on August 29, 1959; and

WHEREAS, Robert Greenlee and his wife, Mary Jane, are the
proud parents of three children, Susan G eenlee South of Spring,
Texas, Charles Wl der Geenlee of Ridgeland, M ssissippi, and
Robert M chael G eenlee who died in 1984; and three grandchildren,
Janmes Robert South, Any Elise South and Charles WI der G eenlee,
I'l; and

VWHEREAS, Robert Greenlee is a nenber of Port G bson United
Met hodi st Church where he serves as a teacher for an adult Sunday
School cl ass; and

WHEREAS, Robert G eenlee served for six years in the
M ssissippi Air National Guard from 1959 to 1965 as an Airnman
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First Cass, and

VWHEREAS, Robert Greenl ee has served as a nenber of the Board
of Directors of the M ssissippi Southern Bank of Port G bson since
1988 and is a nmenber of the bank's finance conmttee; and

VWHEREAS, Robert Greenlee is a nenber of the Nationa
Associ ation of State Budget O ficers, which bestowed upon himin
May 1999 an honorary nenbership in recognition of his
contributions to state budgeting and in appreciation for his
service to the association; and

VWHEREAS, Robert Greenl ee has been instrumental in the
devel opnment of inportant neasures to strengthen the state budget
process, including the Budget Reform Act of 1992 which |imted
appropriations to 98% of avail able funds and which created the
CGeneral Fund Stabilization Reserve that today has a bal ance of
over $235 million; and

WHEREAS, Robert G eenl ee has been an exceptionally qualified
and dedi cated public servant who has devoted 39 years of his life
in service to the Legislature and the State of M ssissippi and has
provi ded sound advice and counsel to legislators and state
agencies and institutions throughout this period:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG
THEREI N, That we do hereby commend Robert A Geenlee for his
out standi ng service to the Legislature of the State of
M ssi ssi ppi .

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be

provi ded to Robert A Geenlee and to nenbers of the M ssissipp

Capitol Press Corps.
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