M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Gadd To: Local and Private
Legi sl ati on; Ways and
Means

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1732
(As Sent to Governor)

AN ACT TO AUTHORI ZE THE GOVERNI NG AUTHORI TI ES OF THE TOMWN OF
SNOW LAKE SHORES TO CHARGE AND COLLECT FROM EACH HOVEOMER AND
BUSI NESS OMER OF THE TOMWN A MONTHLY ASSESSMENT FOR THE PURPOSE OF
PROVI DI NG FI RE PROTECTI ON AND OTHER EMERGENCY SERVI CES FOR THE
RESI DENTS OF THE TOMWN, TO AUTHORI ZE THE GOVERNI NG AUTHORI TI ES TO
ENTER | NTO AN AGREEMENT W TH ANY COUNTY VOLUNTEER FI RE DEPARTMENT
I N BENTON COUNTY FOR THE FI RE DEPARTMENT TO PROVI DE FI RE
PROTECTI ON AND OTHER EMERCGENCY SERVI CES FOR THE RESI DENTS OF THE
TOMW, AND TO USE ANY OF THE FUNDS RECEI VED FROM THE MONTHLY
10 ASSESSMENT TO PAY THE COUNTY VOLUNTEER FI RE DEPARTMENT FOR
11  PROVI DI NG THOSE SERVI CES; TO REQUI RE THE GOVERNI NG AUTHORI TI ES TO
12 HOLD A REFERENDUM ON THE QUESTI ON OF CHARG NG THE ASSESSMENT
13 BEFORE I T MAY BE CHARGED AND COLLECTED; AND FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.

OCO~NOUITARWNE

14 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
15 SECTION 1. (1) Subject to the provisions of subsection (2),
16 the governing authorities of the Town of Snow Lake Shores,

17 Mssissippi, in their discretion, are authorized to:

18 (a) Charge and collect fromeach honmeowner and busi ness
19 owner in the town an assessnent of not nore than Five Dollars

20 ($5.00) per nonth, which shall be used by the town for the purpose
21 of providing fire protection and other energency services for the
22 residents of the town;

23 (b) Enter into an agreenent with any county vol unt eer
24 fire departnent in Benton County, M ssissippi, for the fire

25 departnent to provide fire protection and other energency services
26 for the residents of the town; and

27 (c) Use any of the funds received fromthe nonthly

28 assessnent under paragraph (a) to pay the county volunteer fire

29 departnent for providing fire protection and ot her energency

30 services for the residents of the town.

31 (2) Before the assessnent authorized by this section may be
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charged and col |l ected, the governing authorities of the Town of
Snow Lake Shores nmust adopt a resolution declaring their intention
to charge the assessnent, setting forth the anpunt of the
assessnment, providing that a referendum shall be held on the
guestion of charging the assessnment, and setting the date of the
referendum Notice of the governing authorities' intention to
charge the assessnment and notice of the referendum shall be
publ i shed once a week for at |east three (3) consecutive weeks in
a newspaper published or having a general circulation in the town,
with the first publication of the notice to be made not |ess than
twenty-one (21) days before the date fixed in the resolution for
the referendum and the | ast publication to be made not nore than
seven (7) days before that date. The referendum shall be
conducted in the same manner as other elections are conducted in
the town. At the referendum all qualified electors of the town
may vote, and the ballots used in the referendum shall have
printed on thema brief statenent of the anpbunt and purposes of
t he proposed assessnent and the words "FOR THE ASSESSMENT, " and
" AGAI NST THE ASSESSMENT, " and the voters shall vote by placing a
cross (X) or check (V) opposite their choice on the proposition.
The results of any such referendum shall be determ ned and
certified by the election comm ssion of the town, and if a
majority of the qualified electors who vote in the referendumvote
in favor of the assessnment, then the town may charge and coll ect
t he assessnment authorized in this section.

SECTION 2. The governing authorities of the Town of Snow
Lake Shores shall submt this act, imedi ately upon approval by
t he Governor, or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a
veto, to the Attorney General of the United States or to the
United States District Court for the District of Colunbia in
accordance with the provisions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965,
as anmended and extended.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
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65 and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

66 Rights Act of 1965, as anended and extended.
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