M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Wbods To: Local and Private
Legi sl ati on

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1721
(As Sent to Governor)

1 AN ACT TO AUTHORI ZE THE CI TY OF OLI VE BRANCH TO OPERATE I TS
2 NATURAL GAS DI STRI BUTI ON SYSTEM W THI N CERTAI N AREAS OUTSI DE THE
3 CORPORATE LIMTS OF THE G TY OF OLI VE BRANCH, AND FOR RELATED

4 PURPCSES.

5 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

6 SECTION 1. (1) Notw thstandi ng any provisions of Section

7 21-27-39, Mssissippi Code of 1972, to the contrary, the governing

8 authorities of the Gty of Aive Branch in DeSoto County,

9 Mssissippi, in their discretion, may construct, expand, operate
10 and maintain a natural gas distribution systemto provide natural
11 gas service to the follow ng described tract, if the area within
12 the tract is not certificated to another natural gas utility for
13 such service, or if certificated, upon obtaining a rel ease from
14 that utility, or cancellation pursuant to Section 77-3-21,

15 M ssissippi Code of 1972, and obtaining a certificate of public
16 conveni ence and necessity fromthe Public Service Comm ssion.
17 Begi nning at the northwest corner of the southwest

18 quarter of Section 5; Township 3 South; Range 6 West;

19 thence east 2.6 mles along the half section |ines of

20 Sections 5, 4, and 3 to a point in the centerline of the
21 Col dwat er River; then southwestward al ong t he nmeanders
22 of the Coldwater R ver to the southwest corner of

23 Section 19; thence north 3.0 mles along the west |ine
24 of Sections 19, 18 and 7 to the northwest corner of

25 Section 7 and a point in Canp Creek Canal; thence north
26 2,640 feet along the centerline of said Canal to a point
27 on the half section line of Section 6; thence east 5,000
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feet along the half section |ine to the point of

begi nni ng, and contai ning 5,020 acres, nore or |ess.

Whenever such natural gas utility service is furnished to any
consuner residing outside the corporate limts of the Gty of
A ive Branch, the consuner nay not be charged at a rate greater
than twice the rate charged for the sanme service within the
corporate limts of the Gty of Aive Branch

(2) The authority conferred by this act shall not be
construed as an exenption fromthe provisions of Chapter 3, Title
77, M ssissippi Code of 1972. The City of Oive Branch shall be
required to obtain fromthe Public Service Comr ssion a
certificate of public convenience and necessity, obtain approval
of all rates and charges for providing natural gas service to
those areas that are nore than one (1) mle outside its corporate
boundari es, and otherw se shall be subject to the jurisdiction of
the Public Service Conm ssion as authorized by applicable | aw.

(3) The governing authorities of the City of Aive Branch
shal |l provide natural gas service to each consuner within the
di stribution system who requests such service. For the purpose of
this subsection, the term"distribution systenf neans all areas
that are described in subsection (1) of this section.

(4) The governing authorities of the City of Aive Branch
shall file annually with the State Auditor for his review a
financial report on the natural gas distribution system The
audited financial statenments shall be maintained in the office of
the system for public inspection and shall be made available to
t he public during normal business hours.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.

H B. No. 1721
00\ HRO7\ R2046
PAGE 2



