M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Stringer To: Local and Private
Legi sl ati on; Ways and
Means

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1707

1 AN ACT TO AUTHORI ZE THE BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS OF JASPER

2 COUNTY, MSSISSIPPI, INITS DI SCRETI ON, FOR A CERTAIN PERI CD OF

3 TIMg, TO LEVY AN ADDI TI ONAL O L AND GAS SEVERANCE TAX I'N THE

4 AMOUNT OF TWO PERCENT OF CERTAIN O L AND GAS PRCDUCTI ON W THI N THE
5 COUNTY; AND FOR RELATED PURPOCSES.

6 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
7 SECTION 1. (1) For the purpose of providing funds for the
8 construction and mai ntenance of the roads and bridges within the
9 borders of Jasper County, the Board of Supervisors of Jasper

10 County, M ssissippi, is authorized, in its discretion, for a

11 period of five (5) years fromand after the effective date of this
12 act, to levy an additional two percent (2% severance tax upon

13 every person engaging or continuing in the business of producing
14 or severing oil fromany soil or water that is |ocated within the
15 boundaries of Jasper County, M ssissippi, for sale, transport,

16 storage, profit or comrercial use. The tax |evied under this

17 subsection shall be in addition to the tax |evied under Section
18 27-25-503.

19 (2) For the purpose of providing funds for the construction
20 and nmi ntenance of the roads and bridges within the borders of
21 Jasper County, the Board of Supervisors of Jasper County,
22 M ssissippi, is authorized, in its discretion, for a period of
23 five (5) years fromand after the effective date of this act, to
24 |levy an additional two percent (2% severance tax upon every
25 person engagi ng or continuing in the business of producing or
26 severing gas from below any soil or water that is |ocated within
27 the boundaries of Jasper County, M ssissippi, for sale, transport,
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storage, profit or comrercial use. The tax |evied under this
subsection shall be in addition to the tax |evied under Section
27-25-703.

(3) Such additional tax shall be collected by and paid to
the State Tax Comm ssion on a form prescribed by the State Tax
Comm ssion in the manner that state severance taxes are conputed,
coll ected and paid; and full enforcenent provisions and all other
provisions of Articles 5 and 7, Chapter 25, Title 27, M ssissipp
Code of 1972, shall apply as necessary to the inplenentation and
adm ni stration of this act.

(4) The proceeds of such tax, |ess three percent (3%

t her eof which shall be retained by the State Tax Conmm ssion to
defray the cost of collection, shall be paid to the Board of
Supervi sors of Jasper County, M ssissippi, on or before the
fifteenth day of the nonth following the nonth in which collected.

(5) The proceeds of such tax shall not be considered by the
Board of Supervisors of Jasper County as general fund revenues but
shal | be dedicated to and expended solely for the purposes
specified in this section.

(6) The proceeds of such additional tax shall be spent only
for the construction and mai ntenance of roads and bridges | ocated
wi thin the borders of Jasper County, M ssissippi, as directed by
t he board of supervisors.

SECTION 2. Before the tax authorized under this act may be
i nposed, the board of supervisors shall adopt a resolution
declaring its intention to levy the tax, setting forth the anount
of the tax and establishing the date on which the tax initially
shall be levied and collected. Notice of the proposed tax shal
be published once each week for at |east three (3) consecutive
weeks in a newspaper having a general circulation in the county.
The first publication of the notice shall be nade not |ess than
twenty-one (21) days before the date fixed in the resolution on
which the tax initially is to be levied and coll ected, and the
| ast publication of the notice shall be nade not nore than seven
(7) days before that date. |If, within the tinme of giving notice,
twenty percent (20% or fifteen hundred (1500), whichever is |ess,

of the qualified electors of the county, file a witten petition
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agai nst the levy of the tax, then the tax shall not be |evied
unl ess authorized by a majority of the qualified electors of the
county, voting at an election to be called and held for that
purpose. At least thirty (30) days before the effective date of
the tax, the board of supervisors shall furnish to the State Tax
Comm ssion a certified copy of the resolution evidencing the tax.

SECTI ON 3. Accounting for receipts of expenditures of the
funds described in this act nust be nmade separately fromthe
accounting of receipts and expenditures of the general fund and
any ot her funds of Jasper County. The records reflecting the
recei pts and expenditures of the funds prescribed in this act
shall be audited annually by an independent certified public
accountant, and the accountant shall make a witten report of his
audit to the Board of Supervisors of Jasper County, M ssissippi.
The audit shall be nade and conpl eted as soon as practicable after
the close of the fiscal year, and expenses of such audit shall be
paid fromthe fudns derived under this act.

SECTION 4. The Board of Supervisors of Jasper County,
M ssi ssippi, shall submt this act, inmediately upon approval by
t he Governor, or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a
veto, to the Attorney General of the United States or to the
United States District Court for the District of Colunbia in
accordance with the provisions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965,
as anmended and extended.

SECTION 5. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and extended.
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