M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Watson, MBride, Coleman (29th), Eakes, To: Appropriations
Gadd, G een
HOUSE BI LL NO 1613
(As Passed t he House)
1 AN ACT MAKI NG AN APPROPRI ATI ON FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYI NG
:2)’ ;’ggl!EXPENSES OF THE OFFI CE OF THE ATTORNEY CGENERAL FOR FI SCAL YEAR
4 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
5 SECTION 1. The followi ng sum or so nmuch thereof as may be
6 necessary, is hereby appropriated out of any noney in the State
7 General Fund not otherw se appropriated, for the purpose of
8 defraying the expenses of the Ofice of the Attorney General for
9 the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2000, and endi ng June 30, 2001..
10 $ 7,131, 923. 00.
11 SECTION 2. The followi ng sum or so nmuch thereof as may be
12 necessary, is hereby appropriated out of any noney in any speci al
13 fund in the State Treasury to the credit of the Ofice of the
14 Attorney General which is conprised of special source funds
15 collected by or otherwi se available to the office, for the purpose
16 of defraying the expenses of the office for the fiscal year
17 beginning July 1, 2000, and ending June 30, 2001..................
18 $ 7,839, 537. 00.
19 SECTION 3. Wth the funds appropriated under the provisions
20 of Section 1 and Section 2, the follow ng positions are
21 authori zed:
22 AUTHORI ZED POsI TI ONS:
23 Per manent : Full Time............. 95
24 Part Time............. 0
25 Time-Limted: Full Time............. 121
26 Part Time............. 0
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Wth the funds herein appropriated, it is the intention of
the Legislature that it shall be the agency's responsibility to
make certain that funds required to be appropriated for "Personal
Services" for Fiscal Year 2002 do not exceed Fiscal Year 2001
funds appropriated for that purpose, unless prograns or positions
are added to the agency's Fiscal Year 2002 budget by the
M ssi ssi ppi Legislature. Based on data provided by the
Legi sl ative Budget O fice, the State Personnel Board shal
determ ne and publish the projected annual cost to fully fund al
appropriated positions in conpliance with the provisions of this
act. It shall be the responsibility of the agency head to insure
that no single personnel action increases this projected annual
cost and/or the Fiscal Year 2001 appropriation for "Personal
Servi ces" when annualized. [If, at the end of any cal endar nonth,
the State Personnel Board determ nes that the agency has taken
action(s) which would cause the agency to exceed this projected
annual cost or the Fiscal Year 2001 "Personal Services”
appropriated | evel, when annualized, then only those actions which
reduce the projected annual cost and/or the appropriation
requi renent will be processed by the State Personnel Board until
such time as the requirenents of this provision are net.

Any transfers or escal ations shall be made in accordance with
the ternms, conditions and procedures established by | aw

No general funds authorized to be expended herein shall be
used to replace federal funds and/or other special funds which are
bei ng used for salaries authorized under the provisions of this
act and which are withdrawn and no | onger avail abl e.

SECTION 4. O the funds appropriated under the provisions of
Section 2, funds included therein which are derived frompenalties
and/ or other funds collected by the Medicaid Fraud Control Unit
shal | be available for the purpose of providing the state natch
for federal funds available for the support of the unit, or for

ot her lawful purposes as deened appropriate by the Attorney
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Ceneral. Further, it is the intent of the Legislature that any
penal ti es and/or other funds collected and/or expended shall be
accounted for separately as to source and/ or application of such
funds.

SECTION 5. It is the intention of the Legislature that the
Attorney Ceneral's Ofice charge legal fees to all agencies where
such | egal services are provided. The Attorney Ceneral's Ofice
may contract these fees on a contract rate or an hourly rate,
whi chever is nore appropriate. Contracts with the Attorney
Ceneral's Ofice for |egal services or reinbursenment for hourly
| egal services shall not require the approval of the State
Personnel Board. The Attorney General's Ofice is further
authorized to escalate the amount of any of its major objects of
expenditure in an anount not to exceed Seven Hundred Fifty
Thousand Dol | ars ($750, 000. 00) above any anmounts herein
aut horized, and to increase the nunber of authorized positions in
order to provide the required | egal services for such state
agenci es.

SECTION 6. O the funds appropriated under the provisions of
Section 2, the anbunt of Six Hundred Fifty Thousand Dol | ars
($650, 000. 00), or so much thereof as may be necessary, shall be
made avail able for expenditure by the Prosecutors Training
Di vi si on.

SECTION 7. It is the intention of the Legislature that the
Attorney Ceneral's Ofice shall have the authority to accept,
budget and expend any source funds not to exceed Seven Hundred
Fifty Thousand Dol | ars ($750, 000.00), that becone available to the
office to carry out the provisions of those funds in a manner
consistent wwth the rules and regul ati ons of the Departnent of
Fi nance and Adm ni stration. None of the funds authorized in this
section shall be used to increase the nmajor object of expenditure
"Sal ari es, Wages and Fringe Benefits."

SECTION 8. No part of the noney herein appropriated shall be
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used, either directly or indirectly, for the purpose of paying any
cl erk, stenographer, assistant, deputy or other person who may be
related by blood or nmarriage within the third degree, conputed by
the rules of civil law, to the official enploying or having the
right of enployment or selection thereof; and in the event of any
such paynent, then the official or person approving and naki ng or
recei ving such paynent shall be jointly and severally liable to
return to the State of Mssissippi and to pay into the State
Treasury three (3) tines any such anobunt so paid or received;
however, when the relationship is by affinity and the person

t hrough whom the rel ati onship was established is dead, this

provi sion shall not apply.

SECTION 9. None of the funds appropriated by this act shal
be expended for any purpose that is not actually required or
necessary for performng any of the powers or duties of the Ofice
of the Attorney General that are authorized by the M ssissipp
Constitution of 1890, state or federal law, or rules or
regul ations that inplenent state or federal [|aw.

SECTION 10. In conpliance with the "M ssissippi Performance
Budget and Strategic Planning Act of 1994," it is the intent of
the Legislature that the funds provided herein shall be utilized
in the nost efficient and effective manner possible to achieve the
i ntended mi ssion of this agency. Based on the funding authorized,
this agency shall make every effort to attain the targeted

per f ormance nmeasures provi ded bel ow

FYO1
Per f or mance Measures Tar get
Support Services
Cost of support services as percentage of
budget (percent) 6.18
DFA error exception slips per nonth (itens) 36
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Tr ai ni ng

Approval on prosecutors training (%

Litigation

M nimum affirmation of crimnal convictions (%

M ni mum af fi rmati ons of death penalty appeals (%

M ni mum deni al of relief in federal habeas

corpus (9

M ni mum positive results of civil cases (%

M ni mum positive results of Section 1983 cases (%

Opi ni ons

Assigned to attorneys in three (3) days or less (%

Opinions conpleted in thirty (30) days or less (%

Good/ excel l ent ratings for training (%

State Agency Contracts

Good/ excel l ent ratings for |egal services (%

O her Mandat ed Prograns

Medi cai d fraud convictions vs dispositions (%

Medi cai d abuse convictions vs dispositions (%

M ni nrum def endants convicted after indictnments (%

Response to consuner conplaints (days)
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M ni num positive results of consuner cases (% 75

A reporting of the degree to which the performance targets
set above have been or are being achieved shall be provided in the
agency' s budget request submtted to the Joint Legislative Budget
Comm ttee for Fiscal Year 2002.

SECTION 11. The following sum or so nuch thereof as may be
necessary, i s hereby appropriated out of any noney in the CGeneral
Fund not otherw se appropriated for the purpose of the support of
the Insurance Integrity Enforcenment Bureau within the O fice of
the Attorney Ceneral and shall be effective for the fiscal year
begi nning July 1, 2000, and ending June 30, 2001..................
.................................................. $ 150, 240. 00.

SECTION 12. The following sum or so nuch thereof as may be
necessary, i s hereby appropriated out of any noney in the State
Treasury to the credit of any special fund created in House Bill
428, 1998 Regul ar Session, for the support of the Insurance
Integrity Enforcenent Bureau within the Ofice of the Attorney
Ceneral, for fiscal year beginning July 1, 2000, and ending
June 30, 2001...... ... . . ... $ 150, 000. 00.

SECTION 13. Wth the funds appropriated in Sections 11 and
12, the follow ng positions are authorized:

Time-Limted: Full Time . . . . . . . 5

SECTI ON 14. The noney herein appropriated shall be paid by
the State Treasurer out of any noney in the State Treasury to the
credit of the proper fund or funds as set forth in this act, upon
warrants issued by the State Fiscal Oficer; and the State Fiscal
O ficer shall issue his warrants upon requisitions signed by the
proper person, officer or officers, in the manner provided by |aw.

SECTI ON 15. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2000.
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