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Per ki ns To: County Affairs

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1517

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 19-15-1, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
PROVI DE FOR THE SAFEKEEPI NG AND PRESERVATI ON OF RECORDS | N
CHANCERY AND Cl RCUI T CLERK OFFI CES; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. Section 19-15-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows: [ HS1]

[Wth respect to those counties which have exenpted
t hensel ves fromthe provisions of Section 25-60-1, this section
shall read as follows:]

19-15-1. The Legislature declares that records containing
i nformation essential to the operation of government and to the
protection of the rights and interests of persons should be
protected agai nst the destructive effect of all forns of disaster
whet her fire, flood, storm earthquake, explosion or other
di saster, and whether such occurrence is caused by an act of
nature or man, including an eneny of the United States. It is,

t herefore, necessary to adopt special provisions for the
preservation of essential records of counties, and this section
shall be liberally construed to effect its purposes. However, it
is the express intention of this section that the provisions
herei n contained are not mandatory but are perm ssive only and
shal | authorize preservation of records as herein contenpl ated
within the discretion of the governing authorities of the counties
of the state.

The board of supervisors of any county is hereby authorized

and enpowered in its discretion to preserve essential records or
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any portion thereof, of such county, deenmed by the board of
supervisors to be an essential record necessary to the operation
of government in an energency created by disaster or containing

i nformati on necessary to protect the rights and interests of
persons or to establish and affirmthe powers and duties of
governments in the resunption of operations after the destruction
or danage of the original records.

The board of supervisors of any such county is authorized and
enpowered in its discretion to make and enter into contracts and
agreenents with any person, firmor corporation to nake and
prepare such copies or duplicates of records, and to provide for
and enter into contracts concerning the saf ekeeping and
preservation of such copies or duplicates at points of storage at
a location within the state other than the legally designated or
customary | ocation and depository of the original of such records.

This shall include the chancery clerk's office and the circuit

clerk's office and the records in such offices.

In the event that the original record or records shall have
been destroyed, any such copy or reproduction shall be deened to
be an original record for all purposes and shall be treated as an
original record in all courts or adm nistrative agencies for the
purpose of its admissibility in evidence. An enlargenent or
facsimle of such reproduction is |ikew se adm ssible in evidence
if the original reproduction is in existence and avail able for
i nspection under direction of court.

The board of supervisors of any such county is authorized and
enpowered, in its discretion, to appropriate and expend noni es out
of the avail able funds of such county for the purposes of this
secti on.

[Wth respect to those counties which have not exenpted
t hensel ves fromthe provisions of Section 25-60-1, this section
shall read as follows:]

19-15-1. The Legislature declares that records containing
i nformation essential to the operation of government and to the
protection of the rights and interests of persons should be
protected agai nst the destructive effect of all forns of disaster

whet her fire, flood, storm earthquake, explosion or other
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di saster, and whether such occurrence is caused by an act of
nature or man, including an eneny of the United States. It is,

t herefore, necessary to adopt special provisions for the
preservation of essential records of counties, and this section
shall be liberally construed to effect its purposes. However, it
is the express intention of this section that the provisions
herei n contained are not mandatory but are perm ssive only and
shal | authorize preservation of records as herein contenpl ated
within the discretion of the governing authorities of the counties
of the state and in accordance with a records control schedul e
approved by the Local Governnment Records Committee as provided in
Section 25-60- 1.

The board of supervisors of any county is hereby authorized
and enpowered in its discretion to preserve essential records or
any portion thereof, of such county, deenmed by the board of
supervisors to be an essential record necessary to the operation
of government in an energency created by disaster or containing
i nformati on necessary to protect the rights and interests of
persons or to establish and affirmthe powers and duties of
governments in the resunption of operations after the destruction
or danmage of the original records.

The board of supervisors of any such county is authorized and
enpowered in its discretion to make and enter into contracts and
agreenents with any person, firmor corporation to nake and
prepare such copies or duplicates of records, and, subject to the
st andards established by the Departnent of Archives and History,
to provide for and enter into contracts concerning the safekeeping
and preservation of such copies or duplicates at points of storage
at a location approved by the Local Governnment Records Commttee.

This shall include the chancery clerk's office and the circuit

clerk's office and the records in such office.

In the event that the original record or records shall have

been destroyed, any such copy or reproduction shall be deened to
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be an original record for all purposes and shall be treated as an
original record in all courts or adm nistrative agencies for the
purpose of its adm ssibility in evidence. An enlargenent or
facsimle of such reproduction is |ikew se adnm ssible in evidence
if the original reproduction is in existence and avail able for

i nspection under direction of court.

The board of supervisors of any such county is authorized and
enpowered, in its discretion, to appropriate and expend noni es out
of the avail able funds of such county for the purposes of this
secti on.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2000.
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