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HOUSE BI LL NO. 1504

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 73-54-39, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,
TO REVI SE COVWETENCY PROVI SI ONS FOR THERAPI ST TESTI MONY I N
ALI MONY, CUSTODY OR DI VORCE ACTI ON; AND FOR RELATED PURPGSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. Section 73-54-39, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows: [ HS1]

73-54-39. If both parties to a marriage have obtai ned
marriage and famly therapy by a licensed narriage and famly
t herapi st, the therapist shall not be conpetent to testify in an

al i nony, custody or divorce action concerning information acquired

in the course of the therapeutic relationship. The therapist

shall be inconpetent to testify if the therapist has been duly

licensed as of the tine of the proposed testinony, even though the

| i cense was obtai ned subsequent to the tine of therapy.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2000.
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