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HOUSE BI LL NO. 1498

AN ACT TO CREATE THE MARTI N LUTHER KING JR, COW SSION, TO
PROVI DE FOR THE APPO NTMENTS TO THE COW SSI ON; TO PROVI DE THAT
THE MEMBERSH P OF THE COW SSI ON SHALL REFLECT THE RACI AL AND
GENDER DEMOGRAPHI CS OF THE STATE; TO AUTHORI ZE THE COMM SSI ON TO
ADOPT RULES FOR | TS ORGANI ZATI ON AND CONDUCT OF BUSI NESS; TO
PROVI DE THAT MEMBERS SHALL SERVE W THOUT COMPENSATI ON BUT SHALL BE
REI MBURSED FOR TRAVEL EXPENSES; TO REQUI RE THE COWM SSI ON TO MEET
AT LEAST SEM ANNUALLY; TO REQUI RE THE COW SSI ON TO ANNUALLY
REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR AND THE LEGQ SLATURE; AND FOR RELATED
PURPGOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
SECTION 1. (1) There is created the Martin Luther King,

Jr., Comm ssion, hereinafter referred to as "the conm ssion.” The
pur poses of the conm ssion are to encourage appropriate cerenonies
and activities throughout the State of M ssissippi relating to the
observance of the state |egal holiday honoring Martin Luther King,
Jr., which occurs on the third Mnday in January each year, and to
provi de advi ce and assistance to | ocal governnments and private
organi zations with respect to the observance of the holiday.

(2) The conmm ssion shall be conposed of thirty (30) persons
to be appointed as foll ows:

(a) On or before July 1, 2000, the Governor shal

appoint ten (10) nenbers, two (2) from each congressional
district. Two (2) appointees of the Governor shall be fromthe
general public; two (2) shall be teachers in a public elenmentary
school; two (2) shall be officers in the Student Governnent
Associ ation at a state-supported university or college; tw (2)
shal |l be menbers of the clergy or representatives of a religious
community; and two (2) shall represent business or industry. The

Governor shall designate two (2) appointees to serve an initial
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termthat expires on June 30, 2001, four (4) appointees to serve
initial terns that expire on June 30, 2002, and four (4)
appointees to serve initial ternms that expire on June 30, 2003.
The Governor shall designate one (1) of his appointees to serve as
chai rperson of the comm ssion until the comm ssion has organi zed
and selected its officers pursuant to Section 2 of this act.

(b) On or before July 1, 2000, the Lieutenant Governor
shal | appoint ten (10) nenbers, five (5) of whom shall be nenbers
of the Senate; two (2) of whom shall be professors at major
universities in the state; and three (3) of whomshall be active
in professional social organizations. The five (5) nmenbers of the
Senate shall each be froma congressional district and shall serve
ex officio. The Lieutenant Governor shall designate two (2)
appointees to serve initial ternms that expire on June 30, 2001,
four (4) appointees to serve initial terns that expire on June 30,
2002, and four (4) appointees to serve initial ternms that expire
on June 30, 2003.

(c) On or before July 1, 2000, the Speaker of the House
of Representatives shall appoint ten (10) menbers, five (5) of
whom shal | be nenbers of the House of Representatives; two (2) of
whom shal | be professors at nmmjor universities in the state; and
three (3) of whom shall be active in professional social
organi zations. The five (5) menbers of the House of
Representatives shall each be froma congressional district and
shall serve ex officio. The Speaker shall designate two (2)
appointees to serve initial ternms that expire on June 30, 2001,
four (4) appointees to serve initial terns that expire on June 30,
2002, and four (4) appointees to serve initial ternms that expire
on June 30, 2003.

(d)y It is the intent of the Legislature that the
commi ssion reflect the racial and gender denographics of the
entire state.

(3) Upon the expiration of the initial ternms, all nenbers
shal |l be appointed for ternms of three (3) years fromthe
expiration date of the previous term Any vacancy occurring other
than by expiration of a termshall be filled for the unexpired

term by the appropriate appointing authority. An appointnent to
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fill an unexpired termshall not be considered as a full term

SECTION 2. (1) The conmi ssion shall adopt rules for its

ef ficient operation, which may include designation of its

organi zational structure including officers and commttees, duties
of officers and commttees, a process for selecting officers,
guorum requirenents for commttees, provisions for special or ad
hoc comm ttees, and other such procedures as may be necessary.

The comm ssion may establish commttees responsible for conducting
speci fic conm ssion progranms or activities.

(2) Menbers of the comm ssion shall serve without
conpensati on or per diem however, nonlegislative nmenbers of the
commi ssion may receive, within the funds appropri ated,
rei mbursenent for travel expenses incurred while engaged in
of ficial business of the conm ssion, as authorized under Section
25-3-41. Travel expenses shall not be paid to | egislative nenbers
for attending neetings of the conmi ssion while the Legislature is
in session, and travel expenses shall not be paid w thout prior
approval of the proper conmttee in the nmenber's respective house.

(3) The conmm ssion shall neet and conduct business at | east
sem annual |l y, but not nore often than once a nonth. All neetings
of the comm ssion and any commttees of the comm ssion shall be
open to the public, with opportunities for public coment provided
on a regular basis. Notice of all neetings shall be given as
provided in the Open Meetings Act (Section 25-41-1 et seq.), and
appropriate notice also shall be given to all persons requesting
the date, tinme and place of each neeting.

SECTION 3. Not later than July 1 of each year, the

commi ssion shall submt a report to the Governor and the
Legi slature concerning its activities under this act.
SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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