M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000
By: Conpretta, Dedeaux To: Ganme and Fish

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1496

1 AN ACT TO CREATE A NEW CODE SECTI ON THAT RESTRI CTS THE

2  OPERATI ON OF UNMUFFLED Al RBOATS, PROVI DES THAT MJUFFLED Al RBOATS

3 CAN ONLY BE OPERATED | N COMMON AREAS AND PRCHI BI TS CERTAI N BOATS
4 FROM BElI NG OPERATED | N COASTAL PRESERVES; AND FOR RELATED

5 PURPGCSES.

6 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
7 SECTION 1. (1) It shall be unlawful for any person to

8 operate an unmuffled airboat producing sounds that can be heard

9 five hundred (500) feet or nore fromthe shore on any of the

10 waters of this state, unless being operated to request energency
11 assistance or to warn of a hazardous situation.

12 (2) A nuffled airboat that is produci ng sounds that can be
13 heard three hundred (300) feet or nore fromthe shore can only

14 operate in the comon areas of this state.

15 (3) It shall be unlawful for any person to operate airboats,
16 aircraft, personal water craft, hover craft or nmarsh buggi es on
17 any publicly owned and nanaged vegetated wetl ands inside the

18 coastal preserves.

19 (4) As used in this section, the follow ng terns shall have
20 the neanings ascribed in this subsection:
21 (a) "Common areas" nean navigable waters of this state.
22 (b) "Operate" means to navigate or otherw se use a
23 notorboat or vessel
24 (c) "Waters of this state” mean any waters within the
25 territorial limts of this state and the margi nal sea adjacent to
26 this state and the high seas when navigated as a part of a journey
27 or ride to or fromthe shore of the state; however, "waters of
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this state" does not nean any private pond or |ake which is not
used for boat rentals or the charging of fees for fishing therein.
(d) "Personal water craft"” means a vessel having an

i nboard notor that powers a water jet punp as the prinmary source
of propul sion and is designed to be operated by a person sitting,
standi ng, kneeling on, or being towed behind the vessel.

(5) A person violating this section is guilty of a
m sdeneanor and, upon conviction, shall be punished by a fine of
not | ess that One Hundred Dol lars ($100.00) nor nore that Five
Hundred Dol | ars ($500. 00).

SECTION 2. Section 1 of this act shall be codified in
Chapter 27, Title 49, M ssissippi Code of 1972.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2000.
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