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HOUSE BI LL NO. 1487

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 25-3-41, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
ALLOW FOR PCST AUDI T OF TRAVEL REI MBURSEMENT RECORDS OF PUBLIC
OFFI CERS AND EMPLOYEES; TO ALLOW FOR MULTI PLE CONTRACTS W TH
MULTI PLE TRAVEL AGENCI ES FOR THE PROVI SI ON OF NECESSARY TRAVEL
SERVI CES FOR STATE OFFI CERS AND EMPLOYEES; AND FOR RELATED
PURPCOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. Section 25-3-41, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows: [ BD1]

25-3-41. (1) Wen any officer or enployee of the State of
M ssi ssi ppi, or any departnent, agency or institution thereof,
after first being duly authorized, is required to travel in the
performance of his official duties, such officer or enployee shal
recei ve as expenses for each mle actually and necessarily
travel ed, when such travel is done by a privately owned aut onobile
or other privately owned notor vehicle, the mleage rei nbursenent
rate allowable to federal enployees for the use of a privately
owned vehicle while on official travel.

(2) Wen any officer or enployee of any county or
muni ci pality, or of any agency, board or comm ssion thereof, after
first being duly authorized, is required to travel in the
performance of his official duties, such officer or enployee shal
recei ve as expenses Twenty Cents (20¢) for each mle actually and
necessarily travel ed, when such travel is done by a privately
owned notor vehicle; provided, however, that the governing
authorities of a county or nmunicipality may, in their discretion,

authorize an increase in the mleage rei nbursenent of officers and

enpl oyees of such county or nunicipality, or of any agency, board
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or conm ssion thereof, in an anmount not to exceed the m | eage
rei nbursenent rate authorized for officers and enpl oyees of the
State of M ssissippi in subsection (1) of this section.

(3) Were two (2) or nore officers or enployees travel in
one (1) privately owned notor vehicle, only one (1) travel expense
al l omance at the authorized rate per mle shall be allowed for any
one (1) trip. Wen such travel is done by neans of a public
carrier or other nmeans not involving a privately owned notor
vehi cle, then such officer or enployee shall receive as trave
expense the actual fare or other expenses incurred in such travel.

(4) In addition to the foregoing, a public officer or
enpl oyee shall be reinbursed for other actual expenses such as
nmeal s, | odgi ng and ot her necessary expenses incurred in the course
of such travel, subject to limtations placed on neals for
intrastate and interstate official travel by the Departnent of
Fi nance and Adm nistration, provided, that the Legislative Budget
Ofice shall place any limtations for expenditures made on
matters under the jurisdiction of the Legislature. The Departnent
of Finance and Adm nistration shall set a maximumdaily
expenditure annually for such neals and shall notify officers and
enpl oyees of changes to these all owances i mmedi ately upon approval
of such changes. Travel by airline shall be at the tourist rate
unl ess such space was unavail able. The officer or enployee shal
certify that tourist acconmpdati ons were not available if travel
is perforned in first class airline acconmodations. Item zed
expense accounts shall be submtted by such officers or enployees
in such nunber as the departnent, agency or institution may
require; but in any case one (1) copy shall be furnished by state
departnments, agencies or institutions to the Departnent of Finance

and Adm nistration for preaudit or postaudit. The Departnent of

Fi nance and Admi nistration shall promnmul gate and adopt reasonabl e
rul es and regul ati ons which it deens necessary and requisite to

ef fectuate econonmies for all expenses authorized and paid pursuant
to this section. Requisitions shall be made on the State Fi scal
O ficer who shall issue his warrant on the State Treasurer.

Provi ded, however, that the provisions of this section shall not

i ncl ude agencies financed entirely by federal funds and audited by
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federal auditors.

(5) Any officer or enployee of a county or nunicipality, or
any departnent, board or conm ssion thereof, who is required to
travel in the performance of his official duties, may receive
funds prior to such travel, in the discretion of the
adm ni strative head of the county or nunicipal departnent, board
or conm ssion involved, for the purpose of payi ng necessary
expenses incurred during such travel. Upon return from such
travel, the officer or enployee shall provide receipts of
transportation, |odging, neals, fees and any ot her expenses
incurred during the travel. Any portion of the funds advanced
whi ch is not expended during the travel shall be returned by the
of ficer or enployee. The Departnent of Audit shall adopt rules
and regul ati ons regardi ng advance paynent of travel expenses and
subm ssion of receipts to ensure proper control and strict
accountability for such paynents and expenses.

(6) No state or federal funds received fromany source by
any arm or agency of the state shall be expended in traveling
outside of the continental limts of the United States until the
governi ng body or head of the agency nmakes a finding and
determ nation that the travel would be extrenmely beneficial to the
state agency and obtains a witten concurrence thereof fromthe
Governor and the Departnent of Finance and Adm nistration.

(7) Were any officer or enployee of the State of
M ssi ssi ppi, or any departnent, agency or institution thereof, or
of any county or mnunicipality, or of any agency, board or
conmi ssion thereof, is authorized to receive travel reinbursenent
under any ot her provision of |aw, such reinbursenment nay be paid
under the provisions of this section or such other section, but
not under bot h.

(8) (a) The Departnent of Finance and Adm ni stration may

contract with one (1) or nore conmmercial travel agencies, after

receiving conpetitive bids or proposals therefor, for such trave
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agency or agencies to provide * * * necessary travel services for

state officers and enpl oyees. However, the adm nistrative head of
each state institution of higher learning may, in his discretion,
contract with a commercial travel agency to provi de necessary
travel services for all academc officials and staff of the
university in lieu of participation in the state travel agency
contract. Any such decision by a university to contract with a
separate travel agency shall be approved by the Board of Trustees
of State Institutions of Higher Learning and certified to the
Executive Director of the Departnent of Finance and

Adm ni stration.

(b) Before executing a contract with one (1) or nore

travel agencies, the Departnment of Finance and Adm nistration

shal | advertise for conpetitive bids or proposals once a week for

two (2) consecutive weeks in a regular newspaper having a general
circulation throughout the State of Mssissippi. * * * If the
departnment determnes that it should not contract with any of the
bidders initially submtting proposals, the departnment nay reject
all such bids, advertise as provided herein and receive new

proposal s before executing the contract or contracts. The

contract or contracts may be for a period not greater than three

(3) years, with an option for the travel agency or agencies to

renew the contract or contracts on a one-year basis on the sane

terms as the original contract or contracts, for a maxi mum of two

(2) renewals. After the travel agency or agencies have renewed

the contract tw ce or have declined to renew the contract for the
maxi mum nunber of tines, the Departnent of Finance and
Adm ni stration shall advertise for bids in the manner required by

this section and execute a new contract or contracts.

(c) \Wenever any state officer or enployee travels in
the performance of his official duties by airline or other public
carrier, he shall have his travel arrangenents handl ed by such

travel agency or agencies.
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132 SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
133 and after July 1, 2000.
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