M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Wallace To: Municipalities; Wys
and Means

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1473

1 AN ACT TO AUTHORI ZE MUNI Cl PALI TI ES TO CREATE DRAI NAGE

2 DISTRICTS;, TO REQU RE A REFERENDUM ON THE QUESTI ON OF CREATI NG A
3 MJNI Cl PAL DRAI NAGE DI STRI CT BEFORE SUCH A DI STRI CT MAY BE CREATED;
4 TO PROVI DE THAT THE GOVERNI NG AUTHORI TIES OF A MUNI Cl PALI TY

5 CREATI NG SUCH A DRAI NAGE DI STRI CT SHALL MANAGE THE DRAI NAGE

6 DI STRICT; TO PROVI DE THE PONERS AND DUTI ES OF SUCH DRAI NAGE

7 DI STRICTS;, TO AUTHORI ZE MUNI Cl PAL DRAI NAGE DI STRI CTS TO LEVY

8 ASSESSMENTS ON PROPERTY IN A DI STRICT; TO REQUI RE A PETI TI ON

9 ELECTION ON THE | SSUE OF WHETHER OR NOT A MUNI Cl PAL DRAI NAGE

10 DI STRICT MAY LEVY ANY TAX OR ASSESSMENT ON PROPERTY; AND FOR

11 RELATED PURPGCSES.

12 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
13 SECTION 1. Each drainage district created under this act

14 shall be a body corporate, shall have authority to sue in its own
15 corporate nane and be sued therein, nay contract and be contracted
16 wth, may plead and be inpl eaded, and where organi zed or operating
17 under the provisions of this act in its name may do and perform
18 any and all things necessary and authorized by this act. Al such
19 acts nmay be done by the governing authorities in the nanme of the
20 district.

21 SECTION 2. (1) The terns "benefits" and "betternents,"” as
22 used in this act are interchangeabl e and shall be construed as

23 synonynous. The terns "ditches" and "drains" shall be construed
24 to also include |Ievees and cl osed drains, such as tiling, as well
25 as open ditches.

26 (2) For the purposes of this act, the following terns shall
27 have the neanings ascribed in this section unless the context

28 clearly requires otherw se:

29 (a) "Drainage district” or "district" means a nunici pal
30 drainage district created under this act.
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(b) "CGoverning authorities” neans the governing
authorities of any municipality creating or proposing to create a
muni ci pal drai nage district under this act.

(c) "Minicipality" neans any mnunicipality creating or
proposing to create a munici pal drainage district under this act.

SECTION 3. A nunicipality may create a drai nage district

under this act for stormwater nanagenent purposes conducive to
public health in the manner provided in this act, and when
created, shall consist of a systemof artificial nain drains,

| ateral drains or ditches, natural drains and water courses, or

| evees. To the end that the purposes of the creation of such
districts according to this systemmay be attai ned, they shal
have and are given full power and authority to construct or to
cause to be constructed artificial main drains and ditches,

| ateral drains and ditches, and tile drains over the |ands of

ot hers or over or on |ands which may be acquired by such district,
and to alter, deepen, or inprove any and all natural drains and
wat er courses as it may be necessary to alter, deepen, or inprove
so that a conplete system of such drains may exist in the
district. Such districts may also, in addition to the
construction of such drains, construct or erect over the |and of
others, or over the lands to be acquired by the drainage district
for that purpose, such | evees as may be necessary to protect or
reclaimany |ands fromoverfl ow from any source.

SECTION 4. Al drainage districts created under this act

shal | severally exercise their respective powers and be nanaged by
t he governing authorities of the nmunicipality in which the
district is organized.

SECTI ON 5. Whenever the governing authorities of a

muni ci pality desire to create a drainage district for the
construction of drains or ditches across the |ands of others for
storm wat er nmanagenent purposes, or to maintain and keep in repair

any such drains and ditches constructed, or to establish in such
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district a conbined system of drainage or protection fromwash or
overflow, and to construct and maintain the sanme by speci al
assessment upon the property benefited thereby, the governing
authorities shall adopt a resolution declaring its desire so to
do, setting forth the proposed nane of the drainage district, the
necessity for the drainage district, the description of the | ands
to be included in the drainage district and the date on which the
drai nage district is to be created. The governing authorities
shall file such resolution with the clerk of the municipality.

SECTION 6. Upon the resolution provided for in Section 5 of

this act, being filed in the office of the clerk of the
muni ci pality, such resolution shall be published once each week
for at |least three (3) consecutive weeks in at |east one (1)
newspaper published in such nmunicipality. The first publication
of such notice shall be made not |ess than twenty-one (21) days
before the date fixed in the resolution, and the | ast publication
shall be made not nore than seven (7) days before such date. |If
no newspaper i s published in the municipality, then such notice
shall be given by publishing the resolution for the required tine
in sone newspaper having a general circulation in the
muni ci pality. If, within the time of giving notice, twenty
percent (20% or fifteen hundred (1500), whichever is |less, of the
qualified electors of the nmunicipality shall file a witten
petition against the creation of the drainage district, then an
el ection on the question of the creation of the drainage district
shall be called. At the election, all qualified electors of the
muni ci pality may vote, and the ballots used in such el ection shal
have printed thereon a brief statenment setting forth the proposed
name of the drainage district, the necessity for the drainage
district, and the description of the lands to be included in the
drai nage district, and the words "FOR THE CREATI ON OF ( NAME OF
DRAI NAGE DI STRICT)" and "AGAI NST THE CREATI ON ( NAME OF DRAI NAGE

DISTRICT)," and the voters shall vote by placing a cross (X) or
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check (a) opposite their choice on the proposition. Wen the
results of the election shall have been canvassed by the el ection
commi ssioners of the nunicipality and certified, the drainage
district may be created if at least three-fifths (3/5) of the
qualified electors who voted in the election voted in favor of
creation of the drainage district. |If at least three-fifths (3/5)
of the qualified electors who voted in the election voted in favor
of creation of the drainage district, the governing authorities
may create the drainage district by duly adopting and entering on
their mnutes a resolution to that effect.

SECTION 7. The governing authorities shall nmeet and go upon

and exam ne |ands in the drainage district and the | ands over

whi ch the work is proposed to be constructed, and determ ne:

first, the starting point, route, and term ni of the proposed
wor k, the location and size of the main ditch to be constructed in
the drainage district, which in their opinion will successfully
drain such | ands, and whether the drainage of the lands in the
proposed drai nage district is possible or not, provided that any
ditch already constructed in the proposed drainage district may be
used as a "main," or part of a main ditch, if found expedi ent and
sufficient for the purposes of the district; second, the probable
cost of sane, including expenses and court costs; third, what |and
wll be injured or danaged by the proposed work and the probable
aggregat e anount of damages such |lands wll sustain by reason of
the laying out and construction of such ditch or ditches. 1In the
exam nation of the district and determ nation of the questions for
t he governing authorities to determ ne, the governing authorities
are authorized to enploy an engineer to go with them upon the

| ands of the district and exam ne the |ands, nmake a map and
profile thereof, and an estimate of the size and depth of the
ditch or ditches required for main outlets for the drains of the

| ands, and the probable cost, and a profile thereof.

SECTION 8. Upon a resolution being duly adopted and entered
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on the mnutes of the governing authorities creating drai nage
districts under this act, such drainage district are decl ared by
law to be created as drainage districts, by the name nentioned in
the resolution and are declared to be a body politic and corporate
by the nane nentioned in the resolution, with the right to have
per petual succession and to adopt and use a corporate seal. The
governing authorities and their successors in office shall, from
the entry of such resolution, constitute the corporate authorities
of the district and shall exercise the functions conferred upon

them by this act.

SECTION 9. If a district is created, all noneys that have
been advanced or expended in good faith in the organization of any
district, necessary for the prelimnary work in organization, such
as surveys, attorneys' fees, and incidentals thereto, may be
repaid by the governing authorities. The governing authorities
are authorized to issue certificates of the district to raise
funds to have all necessary surveys made and to pay all necessary
expenses and costs incurred in the prelimnary work prior to the
creation of the district, which certificates shall bear interest
at the rate of six percent (6% fromtheir dates, but no
certificate shall be nade payable for a | onger period than two (2)
years fromits date. These certificates shall be paid as soon as
sufficient funds cone into the hands of the governing authorities
to pay sane.

SECTI ON 10. The governing authorities also shall proceed to

procure the right-of-way for the nmain ditch or ditches of the
district, as well as the right-of-way for any laterals, drains or

| evees that may be deci ded upon, by agreenents with the | andowners
over or through whose | ands the sane is to be constructed. They
shal | take rel eases of rights-of-way for the construction of such
ditch or ditches fromthe |andowners and file same with the
chancery clerk of the county in which the municipality is |ocated,

who shall record them [If the governing authorities are not able
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to agree with any | andowner as to the anobunt of damages such owner
shoul d receive for the right-of-way over which such ditch or other
i mprovenents or work shall be constructed, the governing
authorities shall appraise the | ands needed for such purposes and
proceed as directed in Section 11 of this act.

SECTION 11. When the governing authorities have nade their

apprai senent of the land taken or to be taken, they shall certify
the sane and file it with the clerk of the nunicipality. The
clerk shall thereupon set down and fix a tine for the hearing of

obj ections to such appraisenent.

SECTION 12. If at the hearing by the governing authorities,
no witten objections are filed, the governing authorities may
adopt an order confirm ng the apprai senent. Upon paynent of such
anount to the clerk of the nunicipality for the entitled party,
the district may enter upon and take possession of the property
and appropriate it to the use of the district, and the title to
t he easenent thereof and thereover shall vest in the district.
The clerk shall recei pt upon such order for the noney paid, and
such decree with the receipt of the clerk shall be recorded in the
records of deeds of the county in which the nunicipality is
|ocated. If witten objections are filed on or before the tine
set for the hearing, the governing authorities shall proceed to
hear the objections fil ed.

The governing authorities may, at such hearing, hear al
objections in entirety or in severalty, may adopt an order
confirmng the entire report of the governing authorities, or may
adopt any nunber of orders confirmng the report as to any |and
taken. At the hearing, the governing authorities may nake
alterations in the apprai senent as may be deened just and
equi table, by raising or |owering any apprai senment; and paynent of
such amount fixed by order of the governing authorities shall be
made to the clerk of the nmunicipality as provided in this section

The clerk shall receipt for sane on the order, and the order with
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recei pt thereon shall be recorded.

SECTION 13. It shall be the duty of the governing

authorities to make a |l evy each year on the lands lying in the
muni ci pality in accordance with such assessnents and | evi es
sufficient to neet bond obligations of any district issued by
authority of |aw

SECTION 14. If the governing authorities have underesti mated

t he amount or the cost of work necessary for any district, they
may order such additional work done or such additional costs paid

and may reassess the properties of the district.

SECTION 15. If the drainage district shall issue bonds for
any part of the noney levied for the purpose of the district as
authorized in this act, such bonds may be sold on the market to
t he best advantage but shall not be sold for |ess than par val ue,
unl ess a sal e bel ow par be approved by the governing authorities.

The whol e anobunt realized fromthe sale of such bonds shall be
deposited in the treasury of the district.

SECTION 16. After the creation of any drainage district

under this act, and after the confirmation of the assessnent as
provided in this act, and after laying out a systemof main drains
for the drainage district, the governing authorities shal
advertise for bids for the construction of ditches by publishing a
notice for three (3) weeks in some newspaper in the nunicipality,
stating the tine and place they will receive bids for the
construction of such work. The tine fixed for receiving and
opening the bids shall not be less than twenty-two (22) days from
the tinme of the first publication. The notice shall specify the
kind and nature of the work to be done, the anmount thereof as
estimated by the engi neer, and in what manner paynent wll be
made. The governing authorities shall neet at the tine and pl ace
designated in the notice and open the bids, and the contracts
shall be let to the | owest responsible bidder. The governing

authorities shall have the right to reject any and all bids if
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they deemthat the bids are too high, and may adjourn such letting
to a future tinme and continue the advertisenent until that tine.

The governing authorities shall take and file a certificate
of publication of the notice with the clerk of the municipality.
Upon the acceptance of any bid for the construction of any work,
they shall require the bidder to enter into contract with themfor
the faithful performance of the work according to the plans,
specifications, profile, and estimates of the engineer, and
require the contractor to enter into bonds for the faithful
performance of such work within the tine and in the manner
specified in such contract.

SECTION 17. The governing authorities may, after the

creation of the district, do any and all acts that may be
necessary in and about the surveying, |aying out, constructing,
repairing, altering, enlarging, cleaning, protecting, and

mai ntai ning any drain or ditch or other work. They and their
successors shall have charge of such ditch or other work in
perpetuity, and shall annually see that the same is cl eaned out
and all obstructions, brush, willow, or other growth renoved, so
that such ditches or other work shall be kept thoroughly cleaned
and in good repair so as to perfectly drain the lands in the
district. For those purposes, the governing authorities my
borrow noney in anticipation of the collection of already |evied
taxes at an overall maximuminterest rate to maturity not greater
than that allowed in Section 75-17-105. The governing authorities
may issue in evidence thereof tax anticipation warrants, which
warrants shall be paid solely and only out of the first funds
collected fromtaxes |evied before the borrow ng of the funds and
i ssuance of the warrants. The governing authorities nmay nake
addi ti onal assessnments fromtine to tinme, as necessity may
require, to pay for the expense of mumintaining, cleaning out and
keeping in repair the ditches of the district and neeting the

| egal obligations of such district. The additional assessnent for
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mai nt ai ni ng, cl eaning out and keeping in repair the ditches of the
district and neeting the |egal obligations of such district shal
be made by the governing authorities as provided in this section.
On or before the first Monday in Septenber of each year the
governing authorities shall assess on each tract of |and or other
property in the district, such an anbunt as i s necessary to pay
t he expense of maintaining, cleaning out and keeping in repair the
ditches of the district and neeting the | egal obligations of the
district, and it shall becone and be the duty of the governing
authorities to levy a tax in accordance with such assessnent
sufficient to neet such expense of maintaining, cleaning out and
keeping in repair the ditches of the district. As soon as the tax
levy is made, the clerk of the nunicipality, at the expense of the
district, shall prepare an assessnent record of the district,
whi ch may contain any nunber of colums, in which nay be inscribed
the tax | evied each year. He shall place the amobunt of the |evy
for the year, and the record shall be certified by the governing
authorities, attested by the seal of the district, and filed with
the tax collector of the municipality, or such other taxing
district which the nunicipality nay be a part of. The clerk of
the nunicipality shall nmake a copy of the assessnent record for
the nmunicipality. Any person aggrieved at the action of the
governing authorities in levying the tax provided under this
section shall have the right to appeal to the circuit court as
provided in Section 27-35-119. All taxes assessed and |evied
under this act shall be collected at the sanme tine and in the sane
manner as ad val orem taxes, and the sane penalties shall accrue

for the nonpaynment thereof as for nonpaynment of ad val oremt axes.

SECTION 18. |If any damages shall be allowed to any | andowner

for the construction of ditches across his | ands, actual danages
shall be allowed. Such damages shall be paid in cash by giving to

the party entitled an order for the anmpbunt thereof on the district
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treasurer, who shall pay the same on presentation

SECTION 19. At the end of the fiscal year after the creation

of the drainage district and annually, the governing authorities
shall make a report showi ng the anmount of noney levied for main

di strict purposes, the amount of orders issued, the purposes for
whi ch i ssued, to whom payabl e, the anmount of noney on hand, and
the amounts | evied and expended for each and every subdistrict or
|ateral drain |laid out and established by them If at any tine it
appears that there are not sufficient funds to pay for any work
done or contenplated, the governing authorities may nake a | evy
for the amount required to finish paying for the work already done
or to performthe contenplated work. Any person aggrieved at the
action of the governing authorities shall have the right to appeal
to the circuit court as provided in Section 27-35-119.

SECTI ON 20. The governing authorities shall have the right

and authority to go upon any and all of the lands lying within the
district for the purpose of exam ning such | ands and maki ng

pl ans, surveys, profiles and estinmates of the kind, character and
cost of the proposed system of drains, and nay go upon such | ands
at any time for the purpose of renoving obstructions, cleaning out
and keeping in repair the ditches. No |andowner shall have any
power or authority to prevent, hinder or delay the governing
authorities in the discharge of their lawful duties in their
behal f. If such | andowner or any other person shall undertake to
interfere with, hinder, obstruct or delay the governing
authorities in the discharge of their duties, the governing
authorities may file their conplaint in the chancery court or
before the chancellor in vacation. The court or chancellor shal
cite the party to appear and show cause, if any he has, why he
shoul d not be fined for the hindrance or obstruction, and the
court or chancellor may fine the party not nore than Twenty-five
Dol | ars ($25.00) per day for every day's hindrance caused by him

to the governing authorities for contenpt of the chancery court.
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SECTION 21. In laying out such proposed work and drai ns and

ditches, the governing authorities shall have the right to take
and use any ditches previously constructed in any part of the
district by any | andowner owning the sanme. |If any such ditches
existing prior to the creation of such district shall be of any
value to the district, the governing authorities shall have the
power to allow the | andowner reasonabl e conpensation for the val ue
t hereof, which shall be put down on the assessnent roll as a
credit for ditches already constructed.

SECTI ON 22. After the creation of any drainage district

under this act, if any other or different drainage district |lying
adj acent to or above such drainage district, or any district not
her et of ore organi zed shall be organi zed and drain the water from
their ditches into the ditches or drains of the | ower drainage
district fromthe lands |ying above or adjacent and draining into
such drainage district so organi zed, the governing authorities
shal | ask, demand and receive fromthe upper district or adjacent
district just conpensation for an outlet for the waters of the
upper or adjacent district. |If the governing authorities of the
two (2) districts cannot agree upon the anobunt to be paid by the
district, then the sane shall be submitted by petition to the
chancery court or chancellor in vacation having jurisdiction of
the lower district. Such court or chancellor shall hear the
petition on proper notice and shall apportion the cost or anount
to be paid, if any, by the upper or adjacent district. This
section shall apply to all natural drains which may have been
heret of ore or which shall hereafter be inproved, cleaned out,
dredged and used as a drai nage canal or nmain outlet for any

dr ai nage district.

SECTION 23. If in the creation of any drainage district and

thereafter in the construction of ditches, drains or other
i nprovenents, it shall be necessary to cross under or through any

railroad or the right-of-way thereof, the sane may be acconpli shed
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as provided in this section. Upon filing of the report of the
governing authorities as to assessnents, they shall nake a speci al
report showi ng the proposed plans, manner and character of the
wor k as proposed in passing through the right-of-way, together
with an estimate of the costs of sane, including all damages that
will be sustained by the railroad by virtue of the construction of
t he proposed work. Upon the hearing of the governing authorities
report, it shall be the duty of the railroad conpany to appear and
show cause why the report should not be confirmed, as other
interested parties are required to appear. In such showing it
shall be the duty of the railroad conpany to file with the
governing authorities, on or before the tinme set for the hearing,
its estimate of the costs of the proposed work, including al
damage that will be sustained by it by doing the proposed work.
After hearing all evidence offered, the governing authorities my
make such alterations to the costs and damages to the railroad.
Any railroad aggrieved at the action of the governing authorities
shall have the right to appeal to the circuit court as provided in
Section 23-35-119. An appeal shall not prevent the governing
authorities constructing the work as proposed through the railroad
right-of-way, whenever in their discretion it is necessary to do
such work. Before beginning the construction of the work through
the right-of-way, the governing authorities shall pay to the

rail road conpany, or the nmunicipal clerk for it, the anmount of
damages determ ned by the district to be paid the railroad.

SECTION 24. Wien it shall become necessary, in the course of

the construction of the work being done by the governing
authorities, to pass through any railroad right-of-way in the
manner and according to plans filed as provided in this act, it
shall be the duty of the governing authorities to give notice in
witing to such railroad conpany of its desire to cross such
right-of-way with its construction work on sone approxi nate date,

whi ch shall not be less than sixty (60) days fromthe date of the
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notice. The notice shall be served upon any agent or enpl oyee of
the railroad conpany upon whom under the |laws of the state,
service of process may be had; and the governing authorities shal
at the same tine pay or tender to the railroad conpany all costs
and damages as may have been determ ned should be paid by the
drai nage district to the railroad, as provided in this act. It
shal | thereupon be the duty of the railroad conpany within a
reasonable time to conplete the construction work across its
right-of-way, according to the plans and specifications under the
supervi sion of the engi neer enpl oyed by the governing authorities,
or to permt the sane to be done by the governing authorities.
Shoul d the railroad conmpany fail, neglect or refuse to do and
performin good faith such work within the tinme fixed by the
governing authorities for the performance thereof, or to permt
sanme to be done, it shall be liable to the drainage district and
all persons for any damage it or they nmay sustain by reason of
such failure, and the railroad conmpany may be conpelled to perform
such work by mandatory injunction issued at the instance of the
governing authorities. This section shall not be so construed as
to prohibit the governing authorities fromacquiring such
right-of-way by the regular em nent domain proceeding if they so
el ect, or as otherw se provided in this chapter.

SECTION 25. If, in the organization of any drai nage district

under this act, it shall appear that any railroad conpany will be
benefited by the construction of the proposed work, the governing
authorities shall have the right to assess such railroad an anount
as they may deemthe railroad or railroad conpany benefited. Such
assessnment shall be nmade at the tine of assessing the |ands of the
district, and such railroads shall have the right to appear and
make obj ections as |andowners in the district at the tinme of
heari ng objections to such assessnents.

In determ ning the amount of such benefits, the governing

authorities may take into consideration the inprovenents that
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m ght be nade by the railroad of a pernmanent character, and the

i ncreased revenue to be gained by the inprovenent of the lands in
the district for agriculture and sanitation, if any can be shown
by the construction of such proposed worKk.

SECTI ON 26. If in the construction of ditches the sanmne shal

cross any public road, it shall be the duty of the governing
authorities to cause to be renoved and constructed, at the expense
of the municipality, all bridges necessary to be renobved or
constructed, at a reasonable tinme, with a view to the convenience
of the public and w thout unreasonable delay to the prosecution of
such worKk.

SECTI ON 27. Any person who shall wrongfully or purposely

fill up, cut, injure, destroy or in any manner injure or inmnpair

t he useful ness of any drain, ditch or other work constructed under
drai nage | aws shall be guilty of a m sdenmeanor, may be fined in
any sum not exceedi ng One Hundred Dol | ars ($100.00), and shall be
liable for double the expense occasioned by repairing the sane or
removi ng such obstruction, to be recovered at the suit of the
proper drainage district.

SECTI ON 28. The proper chancery court of the county in which

a nmunicipality is located shall have jurisdiction of all suits
brought agai nst a drainage district, by a drainage district and
bet ween drai nage districts suing unless otherw se provided.

SECTI ON 29. The governing authorities of any municipality in

whi ch a drainage district has been created and who have sol d bonds
for eighty percent (80% of the assessnment on the |l ands in such
district, and who have provided for the collection of the
remai ni ng twenty percent (20% of the assessnment on the lands in
such district in cash within not |ess than four (4) nonths, are
authorized to issue and sell the bonds, notes or other objects of

i ndebt edness of the drainage district for the twenty percent

(20%, or any part thereof, which was provided to have been paid

in cash and which has not yet been paid.
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SECTI ON 30. The bonds, notes or other objects of

i ndebt edness i ssued under Section 29 of this act shall bear
i nterest not exceeding six percent (6% per annum and shall be
nont axabl e.

SECTION 31. Before the sale of any such bonds, notes, or

ot her objects of indebtedness provided for in Sections 29 and 30
of this act, the governing authorities shall publish notice to al
parties interested for at |east ten (10) days of their intention
to i ssue such additional bonds. Any bonds, notes or other

evi dences of indebtedness issued and sold by the governing
authorities shall be a lien on the |ands assessed in the drai nage
district and shall be noncontestabl e.

SECTION 32. All proceedings under this act are declared to

be proceedings in rem The notices for the organi zation of a

drai nage district under this act and all subsequent notices

provi ded for under this act shall be sufficient as notices for the
pur poses stated, the organization of a district, and the issuance
of district bonds as provided under this act.

SECTION 33. All taxes levied under this act shall be payable

at the same tine ad val oremtaxes are payable, and if any taxes so
| evied under this act are not paid at maturity, the tax collector
of the municipality, or such other taxing district which the
muni ci pality may be a part of, where the land is situated shall,
after having advertised such lands for sale for the sanme | ength of
time and in the same nmanner as |and delinquent for ad val orem
taxes are now required to be advertised, sell the |lands so
del i nquent for taxes thereon, together with all costs and five
percent (5% damages on the anobunt of taxes for which the | and was
sold. Such sale shall be separate and distinct fromall other
sales for ad val oremtaxes, but shall be held at the same pl ace
and time where sales of |ands delinquent for ad val oremtaxes are

hel d.

SECTION 34. When lands are offered for sale for unpaid
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drai nage district taxes and no person will bid therefor the anount
of taxes, damages and costs due, such |ands shall be struck off to
the drainage district and otherwi se dealt with as | ands which are
sold to the state for delinquent ad val oremtaxes. The governing
authorities shall be authorized to pay the ad val oremtaxes on

| ands thus acquired by it, to redeemthe same from ad val oremt ax
sales, and to collect the noney thus paid with the sane danage and
interest allowed individuals in simlar cases under the general
revenue |laws of the state therein fromthe date of such paynent,

upon the redenption of lands fromthe drai nage district sale.

SECTION 35. The lists of lands sold by the tax coll ector of
the nmunicipality, or such other taxing district which the
muni ci pality may be a part of, to individuals and to the drai nage
district shall be nade as required to be made by the state and
county collector for lands sold for ad val oremtaxes, and shall be
filed with the clerk of the chancery court within ten (10) days
after the tax sale. Each list shall have the sane force and
effect, confer the sane rights and be entitled to the sane
remedi es for redenption and otherwi se as lists nmade for delinquent
taxes by the state and county collector for state and county
| ands. But such title shall be subject to a title acquired under
a sale for ad val oremtaxes

SECTION 36. A list of conveyances of |ands sold to drai nage

districts for drainage district taxes or to individuals shall be
recorded in a well-bound and i ndexed book, which shall be kept in
the office of the chancery clerk of the county in which the

drai nage district is located. It shall be the sane book in which
other tax sales to individuals are recorded, and shall have the
sane effect as notice.

SECTION 37. After two (2) years' tine for redenption has

expired, the governing authorities may take possession of |and
sold to the district for the district, and | ease or sell any |ands

which it has acquired at tax sale to any person in the manner that
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t he governing authorities think is to the best interests of the
district.

SECTI ON 38. The Attorney Ceneral of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imedi ately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunmbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 39. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and extended.
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