M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Jarke To: Penitentiary,
Appropriations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1470

3 AN ACT TO CREATE A NEW CODE SECTI ON TO REQUI RE THE

4COMM SSI ONER OF THE M SSI SSI PPl DEPARTMVENT OF CORRECTI ONS TO
SESTABLI SH A TOLL FREE HOTLI NE | N ALL STATE CORRECTI ONAL FACI LI TI ES
6 FOR THE PURPCSE OF RECEI VI NG COVPLAI NTS OF ALLECGED SEXUAL

7M SCONDUCT COW TTED AGAI NST FEMALE OFFENDERS BY CORRECTI ONAL
8OFFI CERS OR STAFF MEMBERS; TO PROVI DE THE FUNCTI ONS OF THE

9HOTLI NE; TO REQUI RE THE COVM SSI ONER TO PUBLI Cl ZE THE EXI STENCE OF
10THE HOTLI NE SERVI CE TO ALL FEMALE OFFENDERS; TO REQUI RE THE
11COMM SSI ONER TO APPO NT A FI VE MEMBER | NDEPENDENT | NVESTI GATI VE
12BOARD FOR THE PURPOSE OF DETERM NI NG THE VALIDI TY OF THE ALLECGED
13SEXUAL M SCONDUCT; TO PROVI DE THAT ALL TELEPHONE CALLS PLACED TO
14THE HOTLI NE SHALL BE FREE FROM MONI TORI NG BY THE PRI SON OFFI Cl ALS;
15 TO PROVI DE A PENALTY FOR VI OLATI ONS OF TH S PROVI SI ON; AND FOR

16 RELATED PURPGCSES.

17 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

18 SECTION 1. (1) The Conm ssioner of the M ssissippi

19Departnment of Corrections shall establish a toll free hotline in

20all state correctional facilities for the purpose of receiving
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21conpl aints of alleged sexual m sconduct commtted against fenale

22of fenders by staff nmenbers of the departnment. For purposes of

23this section, "hotline" neans a direct tel ephone line to one (1)

240r nore |licensed social workers enployed by the departnent.

25 (2) The individual (s) answering the hotline shall:

26 (a) Provide offenders with information about their

27rights and about nongovernnental organizations that they may

28contact for assistance;

29 (b) Forward verified conplaints to the Chairman of the

30Senate Corrections Conmttee, the Chairman of the Penitentiary

31Commttee of the House of Representatives and the State Attorney

32Cener al ;

33 (c) Ensure the confidentiality of all calls received

34and any witten correspondence energing froman offender's contact

35with the hotline; and

36 (d) Mintain an accurate conpilation of all data



37col l ected through the hotline for investigative purposes.

38 (3) The Comm ssioner shall publicize the existence of the

39hotline to all fennl e offenders.

40 (4) The Conmm ssioner of the M ssissippi Departnent of

41Corrections shall appoint a five (5) nenber independent internal

42i nvestigative board solely for the purpose of adm nistering the

43hotline program and determning the validity of the all eged sexual

44abuse of fenmle i nmates.

45 (5) Oficers and staff menbers of the departnent alleged to

46have engaged in sexual m sconduct with an offender shall be

47assigned to a position which does not require physical contact

48with of fenders until conpletion of the investigation. Upon

49conpl etion of the investigation, the officer or staff nenber shal

50be notified and a hearing held in conpliance with the personnel

51policy and procedures of the departnment. |f sexual m sconduct is

52determ ned to have occurred, the officer or staff nmenber shall be



53suspended or dism ssed in accordance with the personnel policies

54and procedures.

55 (6) Al calls placed to the hotline shall be free from

56nonitoring by prison officials. It shall be unlawful for any

57officer or enployee of a correctional facility or agent of a

58provi der of telecomunication services to nonitor, intercept or

59otherwise interfere with any tel ecommuni cati ons associated with

60t he use of the toll free hotline. Any person who violates this

61provision shall be guilty of a felony and upon conviction shall be

62fined not nore than Four Thousand Dol | ars($4, 000. 00) or i nprisoned

63for a termnot to exceed four (4) years, or both.

64 (7) The Comm ssioner shall establish the toll free hotline

65not | ater than Decenber 31, 2000.

66 SECTION 2. Section 1 of this act shall be codified as a

67separate code section in Title 47, M ssissippi Code of 1972.

68 SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from



69and after July 1, 2000.



