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HOUSE BI LL NO. 1457

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 25-1-87, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
ALLOW THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVI CES TO OMN OR LEASE AN
ADDI TI ONAL UNVARKED VEHI CLE; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. Section 25-1-87, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows: [ HS1]

25-1-87. Al notor vehicles owned or |eased by the State of
M ssi ssi ppi or any agency, departnent or political subdivision
t hereof, which shall include counties and rnunicipalities, when
such agency or departnent or political subdivision, which shal
i nclude counties and nmunicipalities, is supported wholly or in
part by public taxes or by appropriations from public funds, shal
have painted on both sides in letters at |least three (3) inches in
hei ght, and on the rear in letters not | ess than one and one-half
(1-1/2) inches in height, the nanme of the state agency or
departnent, or political subdivision, which shall include counties
and nmunicipalities, in a color which is in contrast with the col or
of the vehicle; provided, however, that a pernanent decal nay be
used in lieu of paint, and provided further, that any nmunicipality
may affix a permanent decal or design at |east twelve (12) inches
in height and twelve (12) inches in width on both sides of the
vehicle with the nanme of the nmunicipality within or across the
per mmnent decal or design, and the pernmanent design or decal shal
be in a color or colors which are in contrast with the col or of
the vehicle. No privilege license tag shall be issued for such

vehicle until the name has been painted thereon or a pernmanent

H B. No. 1457
00\ HRO7\ R1871
PAGE 1



27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
a7
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63

design or decal affixed thereto as required by this section. A
per manent decal nmay be used in lieu of paint. The provisions of
this paragraph shall not apply to vehicles used by the Chief
Executive of the State of M ssissippi, to vehicles owed or |eased
by the Departnment of Econom c Devel opnent, to vehicles owned or

| eased by the O fice of the Attorney General, to vehicles owned or
| eased by the M ssissippi State Board of Medical Licensure and
used only by the Investigative D vision of the board, to one (1)
vehi cl e owned or | eased by the Comm ssioner of the M ssissipp
Department of Corrections, to not nore than three (3) vehicles
owned or | eased by the Departnment of Corrections and used only by
Community Services Division officers, to not nore than one (1)
vehi cl e owned or | eased by the M ssissippi Departnent of
Transportation and used only by an investigator enpl oyed by the
M ssi ssi ppi Departnent of Transportation or to not nore than one
(1) vehicle owned or |leased by the M ssissippi State Tax

Comm ssi on; and upon receipt of a witten request fromthe State
Adj ut ant Ceneral, the Conm ssioner of Public Safety, the Director
of the Al coholic Beverage Control Division of the M ssissipp
State Tax Conmi ssion, the Director of the Bureau of Fisheries and
Wldlife of the Departnent of WIldlife Conservation, the Director
of the Bureau of Narcotics, the Executive Oficer of the Board of
Phar macy, the Executive Director of the M ssissippi Gam ng

Comm ssion, the State Auditor or a president or chancellor of a
state institution of higher |earning, the Governor may authorize
t he use of specified unmarked vehicles only in instances where
such identifying marks will hinder official investigations, and

t he governing authorities of any nunicipality may authorize the
use of specified, unmarked police vehicles when identifying marks
woul d hinder official crimnal investigations by the police. The
witten request or the order or resolution authorizing such shal
contain the manufacturer's serial nunber, the state inventory
nunber, where applicable, and shall set forth why the vehicle
shoul d be exenpt fromthe provisions of this paragraph. 1In the
event the request is granted, the Governor shall furnish the State
Department of Audit with a copy of his witten authority for the

use of the unmarked vehicles, or the governing authority, as the

H B. No. 1457
00\ HRO7\ R1871
PAGE 2



64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99
100

case may be, shall enter its order or resolution on the m nutes
and shall furnish the State Departnent of Audit with a certified
copy of its order or resolution for the use of the unmarked police
vehicle. The state property auditors of the State Departnent of
Audit shall personally exam ne vehicles owned or |eased by the
State of M ssissippi or any agency, department or comm ssion

t hereof and report violations of the provisions of this paragraph
to the State Auditor and the Chairnman of the Joint Legislative
Comm ttee on Performance Eval uation and Expenditure Review. Any
vehicle found to be in violation of this paragraph shall be
reported i medi ately to the departnment head charged with such
vehicle, and five (5) days shall be given for conpliance; and if
not conplied with, such vehicles shall be inpounded by the State
Audi tor until properly marked or exenpted.

Upon notification to the State Tax Conmm ssion by the State
Audi tor that any nmunicipality or political subdivision is not in
conpliance with this section, the State Tax Commi ssion shal
wi t hhol d any sales tax due for distribution to any such
muni ci pality and any excise tax on gasoline, diesel fuel, kerosene
and oil due any such county and for any nonths thereafter, and
shall continue to withhold such funds until conpliance with this
section is certified to the State Tax Conm ssion by the State
Department of Audit.

Count y- owned not or vehicles operated by the sheriff's
departnment shall not be subject to the provisions of this section,
but shall be subject to the provisions of Section 19-25-15.
Count y- owned not or vehicles operated by a fam |y court established
pursuant to Section 43-23-1 et seq., shall not be subject to the
provi sions of this section.

St at e-owned or | eased notor vehicles operated by the
Department of Mental Health or by facilities operated by the
Department of Mental Health and used for transporting patients
living in group hones or alternative living arrangenents shall not
be subject to the provisions of this section.

Up to four (4) passenger autonobiles owned or | eased by
econoni ¢ devel opnent districts or econom c devel opnent authorities

shall not be subject to the provisions of this section.
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St at e-owned or | eased notor vehicles operated by the
Agricul tural and Livestock Theft Bureau of the Departnent of
Agriculture and Comerce and used to investigate |livestock theft
shall not be subject to the provisions of this section.

Up to three (3) notor vehicles owned or | eased by the
Pascagoul a Muni ci pal Separate School District for use by district
security officers shall not be subject to the provisions of this
secti on.

Up to three (3) nmotor vehicles owned or | eased by the

Depart ment of Human Services for use only by the Programintegrity

Division and the executive director shall not be subject to the
provi sions of this section.

The notor vehicles of a public airport shall not be subject
to the provisions of this section upon a finding by the governing
authority of such airport that marking a notor vehicle as required
in this section will conprom se security at such airport.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2000.
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