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HOUSE BI LL NO. 1456

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 49-27-9, M SSI SSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO
CLARI FY FEES FOR COASTAL WETLAND APPLI CATI ON; TO PROVI DE FOR A
REDUCED FEE FOR ACTI VI TI ES DETERM NED NOT TO REQUI RE A PERM T AND
| N COVPLI ANCE W TH THE NOTI FI CATI ON REQUI REMENTS AND WETLAND
POLI CI ES FOR EXEMPT ACTIVITIES; TO AVEND SECTI ON 49-27-7,

M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO MAKE CLARI FYI NG AMENDMVENTS AND
CONFORM TO REORGANI ZATI ONAL NOVENCLATURE; AND FOR RELATED
PURPGCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. Section 49-27-9, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as follows:[LTR1]

49-27-9. (1) No regulated activity shall affect any coastal
wet | ands without a permt unless excluded in Section 49-27-7. Any
person proposing to conduct or cause to be conducted a regul ated
activity shall file an application for a permt with the
conmmi ssion in such formand with such information as the
conmmi ssion may prescribe. An application fee in an anmount of
Fifty Dollars ($50.00) for residential type regulated activity and
Five Hundred Dol | ars ($500.00) for commercial and industrial type
related activity shall acconpany each application and shall be
payable to the comm ssion. No permt shall be required for a
regul ated activity as defined in Section 49-27-5(c)(v) if such
activity is an activity by a water dependent industry, nor shall a
permt be required pursuant to Section 49-27-5(c)(v) of any
i ndi vi dual who seeks to construct a hone, fishing canp or simlar

structure on his own property.

(2) If the conmi ssion deternmines that the activity, area or

entity is exenpt or requires no permt, and that the activity,

area or entity conplies with the notification requirenent and the
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coastal wetland policy as required under Section 49-27-7, the

conmi ssion shall reduce the application fee by fifty percent

509

SECTION 2. Section 49-27-7, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows: [ CR&]

49-27-7. * * * This chapter shall not apply to the follow ng
activities, areas and entities:

(a) The acconplishnment of energency decrees of any duly
appoi nted health officer of a county or municipality or of the
state, acting to protect the public health;

(b) The conservation, repletion and research activities
of the Comm ssion on Marine Resources, the M ssissippi Gulf Coast
Research Laboratory, the Conm ssion on Wldlife, Fisheries and
Par ks, and the M ssissippi-Al abama Sea Grant Consortium when
acting through the M ssissippi Universities Marine Center;

(c) Hunting, erecting duck blinds, fishing,
shel | fishing and trappi ng when and where otherw se permtted by
I aw;

(d) Swi mm ng, hiking, boating or other recreation that
causes no material harmto the flora and fauna of the wetl ands;

(e) The exercise of riparian rights by the owner of the
riparian rights, if the construction and mai nt enance of piers,
boat houses and sim lar structures are constructed on pilings that
permt a reasonably unobstructed ebb and flow of the tide. The
riparian owner may reasonably alter the wetland at the end of his
pier in order to allow docking of his vessels;

(f) The normal maintenance and repair of bul kheads,
pi ers, roads and hi ghways exi sting on the date of enactnent of
this chapter, and all interstate hi ghways planned but not yet
under construction; and financed in part by Federal Interstate
H ghway Trust Funds;

(g) Wetlands developed in the future by federal, state
or county governnents for the establishnment of a superport or a
pi peline buoy term nal for deep-draft, ocean-going vessels,
including but not limted to, wetlands adjacent to Petit Bois
| sl and and the Bayou Casotte Channel in Jackson County,

M ssi ssi ppi ;
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(h) The Biloxi Bridge and Park Comm ssion, Biloxi Port
Comm ssi on, Long Beach Port Conmm ssion, Pass Christian Port
Comm ssi on, Pascagoul a Port Comm ssion, and any municipal or |ocal
port authorities;

(1) Wetlands used under the ternms of the use permt
granted by Chapter 395, Laws of 1954;

(j) Any activity affecting wetlands that is associ ated
with or is necessary for the exploration, production or
transportation of oil or gas when such activity is conducted under
a current and valid permt granted by a duly constituted agency of
the State of M ssi ssippi;

(k) Activities of any nosquito control conm ssion which
is a political subdivision or agency of the State of M ssissippi;

(1) The Fisherman's Wharf * * * in Biloxi and the
Buccaneer State Park * * * in Hancock County * * *;

(m Wetlands conveyed by the state for industrial
devel opnment under Section 211, M ssissippi Constitution of 1890,
and under Section 29-3-61, M ssissippi Code of 1972;

(n) The activities of the Hancock County Port and
Har bor Comm ssion affecting wetlands within its jurisdiction;

(o) The activities of the Harrison County Devel opnent
Comm ssion affecting wetlands within its jurisdiction;

(p) The activities of the Jackson County Port Authority
affecting wetlands within its jurisdiction;

(q) The activities of the Mssissippi State Port at
Qul fport affecting wetlands within its jurisdiction; and

(r) In the case of regulated activities which, in the
j udgnment of the director or his delegate, after an on-site
i nspection, have no harnful inpact on the environnent and which
make no substantial change in the wetlands, the director may issue
a certificate of waiver, and no permt shall be required.

Al activities, areas and entities exenpt fromthe regul atory

provi si ons, whether by nane or reference, when carrying out what
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woul d ot herwi se be regul ated activities in coastal wetlands shal
at all times adhere to the policy as set forth in Section

49-27-3. Each entity shall notify the conm ssion of all such

activities so that the conm ssion nay be fully aware of al

activities in the coastal wetl ands.
SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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