M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Eaton To: Ways and Means

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1436

AN ACT TO CREATE A NEW CODE SECTI ON 27-19-56. 15, M SS| SSI PP
CODE OF 1972, TO AUTHORI ZE THE | SSUANCE OF SPECI AL LI CENSE TAGS
UPON VWH CH MAY BE PLACED A DI STI NCTI VE DECAL | DENTI FYI NG A PERSON
AS A SUPPORTER OF THE ENTITY OR ORGANI ZATI ON | DENTI FI ED BY THE
DECAL; TO | MPOSE AN ADDI Tl ONAL FEE FOR SUCH SPECI AL TAGS AND
DI STI NCTI VE DECALS; TO CREATE A SPECI AL FUND | N THE STATE TREASURY
FOR THE DEPOSI T OF THE ADDI TI ONAL FEES COLLECTED FROM THE | SSUANCE
OF SUCH SPECI AL LI CENSE TAGS AND DI STI NCTI VE DECALS; TO AUTHORI ZE
THE EXPENDI TURE OF MONI ES | N THE SPECI AL FUND BY THE M SSI SSI PP
10 SO L AND WATER CONSERVATI ON COW SSI ON FOR THE DEVELOPMENT,
11  PRCDUCTI ON AND DI STRI BUTI ON OF EDUCATI ONAL MATERI ALS RELATI NG TO
12 NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATI ON; TO PROVI DE THAT THE STATE TAX
13 COW SSI ON MAY NOT PREPARE OR | SSUE ANY DI STI NCTI VE LI CENSE TAG
14 DECALS AUTHORI ZED BY THE LEG SLATURE FROM AND AFTER JULY 1, 2000,
15 UNLESS THE ORGANI ZATI ON OR OTHER ENTITY FOR VWH CH THE LEGQ SLATURE
16 AUTHORI ZED THE DI STI NCTI VE LI CENSE TAG DECALS SUBM TS PROCOF TO THE
17 TAX COW SSI ON THAT A CERTAIN M NI MUM NUMBER OF SUCH LI CENSE TAG
18 DECALS WLL BE PURCHASED AND DEPOSI TS WTH THE COWM SSI ON AN
19 AMOUNT NECESSARY TO PURCHASE THAT M NI MUM NUMBER;, TO PROVI DE THAT
20 |F THE NUMBER OF DI STI NCTI VE LI CENSE TAG DECALS FALLS BELOW THE
21 M N MUM NUMBER I'N THE LAST YEAR OF THE TAG SERI ES, THEN THAT DECAL
22 SHALL BE DI SCONTI NUED, AND FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.

OCO~NOUIARWNE

23 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
24 SECTION 1. The followi ng shall be codified as Section

25 27-19-56.15, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

26 27-19-56.15. (1) Any owner of a notor vehicle who is a

27 resident of this state, upon paynment of the road and bridge

28 privilege taxes, ad valoremtaxes and registration fees as

29 prescribed by law for private carriers of passengers, pickup

30 trucks and ot her nonconmmercial notor vehicles, and upon paynent of
31 an additional fee in the anpbunt prescribed in subsection (2) of

32 this section, shall be issued a properly nunbered special |icense
33 tag for each notor vehicle registered in his nanme onto which may
34 be attached a distinctive decal which identifies such person as a
35 supporter of the entity represented by the distinctive decal

36 affixed to the license tag. The special |icense tags so issued
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shall be uniformw th sequential nunbering and shall be of such
col or and design as the State Tax Conmi ssion, with the advice of
the M ssissippi Departnment of Public Safety, may prescribe and
shal | consist of such letters or nunbers, or both, as may be
necessary to distinguish each license tag while |eaving at |east
one-third (1/3) of the tag display vacant so that a distinctive
decal can be affixed thereto.

Application for the special |icense tags and the distinctive
decals, fromthe list of entities approved under Section 2 of this
act, shall be nade to the county tax collector on forns prescribed
by the State Tax Comm ssion. The application and the additional
fee inmposed under subsection (2) of this section, |less five
percent (5% thereof to be retained by the tax collector, shall be
remtted to the State Tax Conmmi ssion within seven (7) days of the
date the application is made. The portion of the additional fee
retained by the tax collector shall be deposited into the county
general fund.

(2) Beginning with any registration year conmenci ng on or
after July 1, 2000, any person applying for a special |icense tag
and distinctive decal under this section shall pay an additional
fee in the amobunt of Thirty Dollars ($30.00) for each special
Iicense tag and decal applied for under this section, which shal
be in addition to all other taxes and fees. The additional fee
paid shall be for a period of time to run concurrent with the
vehicle's established |license tag year. The additional fee is due
and payable at the tine the original application is made for a
special license tag under this section and thereafter annually at

the tinme of renewal registration as long as the owner retains the

special license tag. |If the owner does not wish to retain the
special license tag, he nmust surrender it to the local county tax
col l ector.

(3) The State Tax Comm ssion shall deposit all fees into the
State Treasury on the day collected. At the end of each nonth
the State Tax Comm ssion shall certify to the State Treasurer the
total fees collected under this section fromthe issuance of the
special license tags and distinctive decals issued under this

section. The State Treasurer shall distribute an amount equal to
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Seven Dol lars ($7.00) of the additional fees collected for each
special license tag and decal issued under this section to the
State General Fund, and the remai nder of such additional fees
coll ected shall be distributed by the State Treasurer as foll ows:

(a) Twenty Dollars ($20.00) of each additional fee
col |l ected on special |icense tags and distinctive decals issued
under this section shall be deposited to the Natural Resources
Conservation Education Fund created under Section 2 of this act.

(b) The remai nder of each such additional fee shall be
deposited to the credit of the State H ghway Fund to be expended
solely for the repair, naintenance, construction or reconstruction
of hi ghways.

(4) A regular license tag nust be properly displayed as

required by law until replaced by the special |icense tag under

this section. The regular license tag nust be surrendered to the

tax coll ector upon issuance of the special |icense tag under this
section, which will expire the same nonth and year as the regul ar
i cense tag.

(5) The M ssissippi Soil and Water Conservati on Conm ssion
shal | design an enblemto be used as a distinctive decal to be
affixed to the special license tag. The distinctive decals shal
be mailed by the State Tax Conmi ssion to the owner of the notor
vehi cl e who, upon receipt of the decal, shall affix the decal to
the special |icense tag.

(6) In the case of loss or theft of a special |icense tag
i ssued under this section, the owner may make application and
affidavit for a replacenent special |icense tag as provi ded by
Section 27-19-37. The fee for a replacenent special |icense tag
shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00). The tax collector receiving the
application and affidavit shall deposit into the county general
fund five percent (5% of the fee for such replacenent |icense tag
and the remainder shall be distributed in the same manner as funds

fromthe sale of regular special |license tags issued under this
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secti on.

SECTION 2. (1) For any distinctive license tag decals

aut hori zed by the Legislature fromand after July 1, 2000,
including the distinctive license tag decal authorized under
Section 1 of this act, the requirenents of this section nust be
satisfied before the State Tax Conm ssion prepares and issues any
such license tag decals. The organization or other entity for
whi ch the Legi sl ature authorized the distinctive license tag
decal s nmust submit proof satisfactory to the State Tax Conmi ssion
that at | east one hundred (100) such decals will be purchased and
nmust deposit with the comm ssion an anmount of noney that wl|

cover the cost of production for one hundred (100) of such decals.
The organi zation or other entity for which the Legislature
authorized the distinctive |icense tag decal nust satisfy the
requi renents of this subsection (1) within two (2) years after the
effective date of the law authorizing the license tag decal in
order for the license tag decals to be prepared and i ssued.

(2) |If the organization or other entity for which the

Legi slature authorized the distinctive |icense tag decal satisfies
the requirenments of subsection (1) of this section, the State Tax
Comm ssion shall prepare and issue the distinctive |license tag
decals. If the State Tax Comm ssion prepares and issues a
distinctive |icense tag decal for the organi zation or other

entity, the conm ssion shall review the nunber of such license tag
decal s issued during the series for license tags. |If the nunber
of distinctive license tag decals falls bel ow one hundred (100) in
the | ast year of the tag series, the license tag decal shall be

di scontinued at the end of the fiscal year.

SECTION 3. There is created in the State Treasury a speci al

fund to be designated as the "Natural Resources Conservation
Education Fund."” The fund shall consist of such nonies as are
required to be deposited therein under Section 27-19-56.15; any

gifts, grants or other contributions fromany federal, state or
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| ocal governnment or any person, firmor corporation; and such
ot her nonies as the Legislature may appropriate or authorize to be
deposited into the fund. Monies in the fund may be used upon
appropriation by the Legislature, by the M ssissippi Soil and
Wat er Conservati on Comm ssion to devel op, produce and distribute
mat erials used to educate individuals, groups or both, as to the
natural resources of the State of M ssissippi and the conservation
of such resources.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2000.
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