M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Holland To: Agriculture;
Appropriations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1434

1 AN ACT TO PROVI DE FI NANCI AL | NCENTI VES TO VETERI NARY COLLEGE
2 STUDENTS AN GRADUATES WHO AGREE TO PRACTICE IN A RURAL COUNTY OF
3 MSSISSIPPI; TO PROVI DE DEFI NI TI ONS; TO CREATE THE RURAL

4  VETERI NARI AN | NCENTI VE PROGRAM COWM TTEE; TO ESTABLI SH CRI TERI A

5 FOR ELI @ BLE PARTI Cl PANTS; TO PROVI DE METHODS OF ACHI EVI NG

6 FI NANCI AL SUPPORT FOR THE PROGRAM TO CREATE THE RURAL

7 VETERI NARI AN | NCENTI VE FUND I N THE STATE TREASURY; AND FOR RELATED

8 PURPGCSES.

9 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
10 SECTION 1. The followi ng words and phrases shall have the
11 meaning ascribed herein unless the context clearly indicates
12 ot herw se:

13 (a) "College" nmeans The M ssissippi State

14 University College of Veterinary Medi cine.

15 (b) "Commttee" nmeans the Rural Veterinarian

16 Incentive Program Comm ttee established by this act.

17 (c) "Eligible participant” means a person eligible
18 to participate in the programunder Section 4 of this act.

19 (d) "Fund" nmeans the Rural Veterinarian Incentive
20 Fund created in the State Treasury by this act.

21 (e) "Program means the Rural Veterinarian

22 Incentive Program established by this act.

23 (f) "Rural county"” neans a county with a

24 popul ation of less than fifty thousand (50, 000).

25 (g) "University" neans M ssissippi State

26  University of Agriculture and Applied Science.

27 SECTION 2. The university shall adm nister the programin
28 accordance with the rules adopted by the comm ttee.

29 SECTION 3. (1) The Rural Veterinarian Incentive Program
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Commi ttee consist of:

(a) The Chairman of the M ssissippi Board of
Ani mal Health or the chairnman' s designee;

(b) The President of the Board of Veterinary
Medi cine or the president's designee;

(c) The dean of the coll ege;

(d) A veterinarian with a m xed ani mal practice
appoi nted by the Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Hi gher
Learni ng; and

(e) A veterinarian with a |large animal practice
appoi nted by the Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Hi gher
Lear ni ng;

(2) The dean of the college serves as the presiding
officer of the commttee.

(3) An appointed nenber of the commttee serves a term
of two (2) years.

(4) The conmttee shall adopt rules:

(a) Establishing criteria to determ ne whether a
person is an eligible participant as the comrmttee considers
reasonabl e, including the person's:

(1) mninmm grade point average; and
(i1i) financial need;

(b) Providing for the distribution of noney from
the fund for the program

(c) Establishing the criteria necessary for a
comunity or political subdivision in a rural county to qualify as
a student sponsor under Section 5 of this act.

(d) Governing agreenents of financial support
bet ween a rural sponsor and an eligible student; and

(e) Establishing other procedures necessary to
adm ni ster the program

SECTION 4. A person is eligible to participate in the

programonly if the person:
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(a) |Is enrolled as a student of the college or
applies to participate in the programon or before the first
anni versary of the date the person graduates fromthe coll ege;

(b) WII receive or has received froma student
| oan at least fifty percent (50% of the funds for tuition and
fees for one (1) or nore acadenic years while enrolled in the
col | ege; and

(c) Meets any additional qualifications adopted by
the commttee.

SECTION 5. (1) A community or political subdivision |ocated

in arural county that qualifies under the rules of the conmttee
may becone a sponsor of an eligible participant and may provide
financial support to the eligible participant under the program
(2) To participate as a sponsor in the program the
comunity or political subdivision nust enter into an agreenent
with the eligible participant to provide financial support to the
eligible participant in an amount not |ess than the tuition and
fees required for a full academ c year for a student enrolled in
the coll ege in exchange for the eligible participant's agreenent
to practice veterinary nedicine in the sponsoring conmunity or
political subdivision
(3) Financial support under this section:
(a) My be provided in whole or part by a grant,
schol arship or funds provided by a private foundation; and
(b) Shall be deposited in the fund for
distribution to the eligible participant by the university.

SECTION 6. (1) To participate in the program and eligible

partici pant nmust enter into an agreenent with the university to
practice veterinary nedicine in a rural county for one (1)
cal endar year for each academ c year for which the student
recei ves financial support under the program
(2) The financial support received by an eligible

partici pant under this section nust be used to retire student | oan
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debt or to pay tuition and fees to the university while the
eligible participant is enrolled in the coll ege.

(3) Financial support fromthe fund shall be awarded in
the formof grants.

SECTION 7. (1) The Rural Veterinarian Incentive Fund is

created as a special fund in the State Treasury.

(2) The fund consists of any |legislative appropriations
for purposes of the program gifts, grants, donations, the market
val ue of in-kind contributions and other sources of revenue
deposited to the credit of the fund by the university.

(3) The fund shall be adm nistered by the university in
accordance with rules adopted by the committee. The university
may use a portion of the noney deposited to the credit of the
fund, not to exceed ten percent (10% of that amount, for the
adm ni stration of the program

SECTION 8. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2000.
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