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Hudson, Moore (100th), Nettles To: Ways and Means

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1400

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 27-19-27, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,
TO PROVI DE A MOTOR VEHI CLE PRI VI LEGE TAX EXEMPTION FOR UP TO TWO
MOTOR VEH CLES OMNED BY A RURAL WATER COVPANY ORGANI ZED PURSUANT
TO THE STATE NONPROFI T CORPORATI ON LAW AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. Section 27-19-27, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-19-27. No privilege tax shall be inposed upon any notor
vehi cl e owned by the United States government or any agency or
instrunmentality thereof, or owned by the State of M ssissippi or
any county or nunicipality of the state or any agency or
instrunmentality thereof, or upon any notor vehicle owned by any
school district in the state, any notor vehicle owned by any fire
protection district incorporated in accordance with Sections

19-5-151 through 19-5-207, any notor vehicle owned by any |evee

district or drainage district, or not nore than two (2) notor

vehi cl es owned by a rural water conpany organi zed pursuant to

Section 79-11-101 et seq. The exception herein granted to

vehi cl es owned by the United States government or any agency or
instrunmentality thereof, or owned by the State of M ssissippi or
any county or nunicipality of the state or any agency or
instrunmentality thereof, or to any notor vehicle owned by any
school district in the state, any notor vehicle owned by any fire
protection district incorporated in accordance with Sections
19-5-151 through 19-5-207, * * * any notor vehicle owned by any

| evee district or drainage district, or any notor vehicle owned by
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a rural water conpany organi zed pursuant to Section 79-11-101 et

seq., shall not apply to vehicles owned by any officer or enployee
t hereof, but shall be applicable only to those notor vehicles
actually owned by the United States government or one of its
instrunentalities or agencies, or owed by the State of

M ssi ssi ppi or any county or nunicipality of the state or one of
its instrunmentalities or agencies, or to any notor vehicle owned
by any school district in the state, any notor vehicle owned by
any fire protection district incorporated pursuant to Sections
19-5-151 through 19-5-207, any notor vehicle owned by any |evee

district or drainage district, or any notor vehicle owned by a

rural water conpany organi zed pursuant to Section 79-11-101 et

S€e(q.

Each vehicle owned by the State of M ssissippi, any county or
any municipality or any agency or instrunmentality thereof, and
each notor vehicle owed by any school district in the state, each
not or vehicle owned by any fire protection district incorporated
pursuant to the provisions of Sections 19-5-151 t hrough
19-5-207, * * * each notor vehicle owned by any | evee district or

drai nage district, and not nore than two (2) notor vehicles owned

by a rural water conpany organi zed pursuant to Section 79-11-101

et seq., shall be registered with the State Tax Conm ssion, which
shall issue a |icense tag for the vehicle. The license tag issued
will be valid for as long as the vehicle is in service and in the
inventory of the state agency, county or nunicipality or any
agency or instrunentality thereof, school district, fire
protection district, levee district or drainage district or rural

wat er conpany organi zed pursuant to Section 79-11-101 et seq.,

whi ch regi stered the vehicle. Each notor vehicle owned by the
State of M ssissippi, any county or any mnunicipality or any agency
or instrunmentality thereof, school district, fire protection

district, levee district or drainage district, and not nore than
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two (2) npotor vehicles owned by a rural water conpany organi zed

pursuant to Section 79-11-101 et seqg., shall comply with the

mar ki ng requirements as set forth in Sections 25-1-87 and
27-19-59.

Exenption of notor vehicles owned by a county or nunicipality
or any agency or instrunentality thereof, fromnotor vehicle
privil ege taxes does not waive paynment of the registration fee
i nposed in Section 27-19-43.

The exenption granted in this section shall be evidenced by
special license plates of a design to be selected by the Chairnman
of the State Tax Comm ssion, which design shall include as one of
the features in large, easily legible letters the words
"TAX- EXEMPT". Each notor vehicle subject to the provisions of
this section which is owned or |eased by the United States
government or any agency or instrunentality thereof, or owned by
the State of M ssissippi, or any county or nunicipality of the
state or any agency or instrunentality thereof, or any school
district, fire protection district, or any |evee district or

drai nage district, and not nore than two (2) notor vehicles owned

by a rural water conpany organi zed pursuant to Section 79-11-101

et seq., shall display such special |icense tag, except for (a)
vehi cl es used for undercover |aw enforcenent work where such
identifying tags would hinder official investigations, and (b) up
to four (4) passenger autonobiles owned or | eased by econonic
devel opnment districts or econom c devel opnment authorities. Such
under cover and econoni ¢ devel opnent district/authority vehicles
shal | be issued regular |license tags.

SECTION 2. Nothing in this act shall affect or defeat any
claim assessnent, appeal, suit, right or cause of action for
t axes due or accrued under the notor vehicle privilege tax and ad
valoremtax | aws before the date on which this act becones
effective, whether such clainms, assessnents, appeals, suits or

actions have been begun before the date on which this act becones
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effective or are begun thereafter; and the provisions of the notor
vehicle privilege tax and ad valoremtax | aws are expressly
continued in full force, effect and operation for the purpose of
t he assessnent, collection and enrollnent of liens for any taxes
due or accrued and the execution of any warrant under such | aws
before the date on which this act beconmes effective, and for the
i mposition of any penalties, forfeitures or clains for failure to
conply with such | aws.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2000.
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