M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Mal one To: Penitentiary

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1383
(As Sent to Governor)

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 47-7-5, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
VWH CH CREATES THE STATE PARCLE BOARD AND PRESCRI BES | TS
MEMBERSHI P, TO ABOLI SH THE TERMS OF OFFI CE OF MEMBERS OF THE STATE
PARCLE BOARD, TO PROVI DE THAT MEMBERS OF THE STATE PAROLE BOARD
SHALL SERVE AT THE WLL AND PLEASURE OF THE GOVERNOR, TO PROVI DE
THAT THE BOARD SHALL HAVE NO AUTHORI TY OR RESPONSI BI LI TY FOR
SUPERVI SI ON OF OFFENDERS GRANTED A RELEASE FOR ANY REASQON, TO
PROVI DE THAT THE STATE PARO E BOARD | MVEDI ATELY SHALL REVI EWALL
CASES VWHERE AN OFFENDER WAS DENI ED PAROLE AND ANY ELIG BILITY FOR
10 RECONS| DERATI ON FOR PAROLE FOR AT LEAST ONE YEAR AFTER DENIAL; TO
11 PROVI DE THAT AN OFFENDER DI AGNOSED W TH A TERM NAL | LLNESS SHALL
12 BE RELEASED ON PAROE SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL AND CONSENT OF THE
13 COW SSI ONER OF THE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTI ONS AND THE MEDI CAL
14 DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTI ONS; TO EXTEND THE DATE OF
15 THE REPEALER FROM JULY 1, 2000, TO JULY 1, 2002; AND FOR RELATED
16 PURPCSES.

OCO~NOUIARWNE

17 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
18 SECTION 1. Section 47-7-5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

19 anended as foll ows:

20 47-7-5. (1) The State Parole Board, created under fornmer

21 Section 47-7-5, is hereby created, continued and reconstituted and
22 shall be conposed of five (5) nmenbers * * *.  The Governor shal

23 appoint the nenbers with the advice and consent of the Senate.

24 * * * Al terns shall be at the will and pl easure of the

25 CGovernor. Any vacancy shall be filled * * * by the Governor, with
26 the advice and consent of the Senate. The Governor shall appoint
27 a chairman of the board * * *.

28 (2) Any person who is appointed to serve on the board shal
29 possess at | east a bachelor's degree or a high school diplonma and
30 four (4) years' work experience. Each nenber shall devote his

31 full time to the duties of his office and shall not engage in any
32 other business or profession or hold any other public office. A

33 nenber shall not receive conpensation or per diemin addition to
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his salary as prohibited under Section 25-3-38. Each nenber shal
keep such hours and workdays as required of full-tine state

enpl oyees under Section 25-1-98. Individuals shall be appointed
to serve on the board without reference to their political
affiliations. Each board nenber, including the chairman, nay be
rei nbursed for actual and necessary expenses as authorized by
Section 25-3-41; but a nenber shall not be reinbursed for trave
expenses fromhis residence to the nearest state

penitentiary. * * *

(3) The board shall have exclusive responsibility for the
granting of parole as provided by Sections 47-7-3 and 47-7-17 and
shal | have exclusive authority for revocation of the same. The
board shall have exclusive responsibility for investigating
cl emency recommendati ons upon request of the Governor.

(4) The board, its nmenbers and staff shall be imune from
civil liability for any official acts taken in good faith and in
exercise of the board' s legitimte governnental authority.

(5) The budget of the board shall be funded through a
separate line itemw thin the general appropriation bill for the
support and mai nt enance of the departnent. Enployees of the
departnment which are enpl oyed by or assigned to the board shal
wor k under the guidance and supervision of the board. There shal
be an executive secretary to the board who shall be responsible
for all adm nistrative and general accounting duties related to
the board. The executive secretary shall keep and preserve al
records and papers pertaining to board.

(6) The board shall have no authority or responsibility for

supervi sion of offenders granted a rel ease for any reason,

including, but not limted to, probation, parole or executive

cl emency or other offenders requiring the sanme through interstate
conpact agreenents. The supervision shall be provided excl usively
by the staff of the D vision of Community Services of the

depart nent.

(7) The State Parole Board, imediately after the effective

date of this act, shall review all cases where an offender was

deni ed parole and any eliqgibility for reconsideration for parole

for at |east one (1) vear after denial.
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(8) The State Parole Board shall review and i nvestigate al

cases where offenders have been di agnosed with a serious illness.

If the Medical Director of the Departnent of Corrections

certifies to the State Parole Board that an offender is suffering

froma termnal illness, the State Parole Board shall parole the

offender with the approval and consent of the Conmm ssioner of the

Departnent of Corrections and the nedical director.
(9) This section shall stand repealed on July 1, 2002.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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