M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By:

O O~NOOITAWN

N NN N RN NN N NN P B P B R R R R R
© 0O N O U A~ W N B O © 0 N o o M W N B O

val | ace To: Public Health and
Wel fare

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1360

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 41-59-3, M SSI SSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO
PROVI DE THAT HOSPI TALS LOCATED | N CONTI GUOUS STATES MAY BE
DESI GNATED BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AS PART OF THE
STATEW DE TRAUVA CARE SYSTEM TO BRI NG FORWARD SECTI ON 41-59- 5,
M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, WHI CH CONTAINS THE AUTHORI TY FOR THE
STATEW DE TRAUVA CARE SYSTEM TO BRI NG FORWARD SECTI ON 41-59- 75,
M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, WHI CH ESTABLI SHED THE M SSI SSI PPl TRAUMVA
CARE SYSTEMS FUND;, AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. Section 41-59-3, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows: [ RF1]

41-59-3. As used in this chapter, unless the context
otherwi se requires, the term

(a) "Anbulance"” shall nean any privately or publicly
owned land or air vehicle that is especially designed,
constructed, nodified or equipped to be used, maintained and
operated upon the streets, highways or airways of this state to
assi st persons who are sick, injured, wounded, or otherw se
i ncapaci tated or hel pl ess;

(b) "Permt" shall nean an authorization issued for an
anbul ance vehicle and/or a special use EMS vehicle as neeting the
st andards adopted pursuant to this chapter;

(c) "License" shall nmean an authorization to any
person, firm corporation, or governnental division or agency to
provi de anbul ance services in the State of M ssi ssippi;

(d) "Enmergency nedical technician" shall nean an
i ndi vi dual who possesses a valid energency nedical technician's

certificate issued pursuant to the provisions of this chapter;

(e) "Certificate" shall nean official acknow edgnent
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that an individual has successfully conpleted the reconmended
basi ¢ energency nedical technician training course referred to in
this chapter which entitles that individual to performthe
functions and duties of an energency nedical technician;

(f) "Board" shall nmean the State Board of Health;

(g) "Departnment” neans the M ssissippi State Departnent
of Health, Division of Emergency Medical Services;

(h) "Executive officer"” shall nean the Executive
Oficer of the State Board of Health or his designated
representative;

(1) "lInvalid vehicle" shall nean any privately or
publicly owned | and or air vehicle which is maintai ned, operated
and used only to transport persons routinely who are conval escent
or ot herw se nonanbul atory and do not require the service of an
energency nedical technician while in transit;

(j) "Special use EMS vehicle" neans any privately or
publicly owned | and, water or air enmergency vehicle used to
support the provision of enmergency nedical services. These
vehi cles shall not be used routinely to transport patients;

(k) "Trauma care systemi or "trauma systeni neans a
formal | y organi zed arrangenent of health care resources that has
been designated by the departnent by which major trauma victinms
are triaged, transported to and treated at trauna care facilities;

(1) "Trauma care facility"” or "trauma center" neans a

hospital located in the State of Mssissippi or in a state

contiguous to the State of M ssissippi that has been designated by

the departnent to performspecified trauma care services within a
trauma care system pursuant to standards adopted by the
departnment. Participation in this designation by each hospital is
vol untary;

(m "Trauma registry" nmeans a collection of data on
patients who receive hospital care for certain types of injuries.

Such data are primarily designed to ensure quality trauma care
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and outcomes in individual institutions and trauma systens, but
have the secondary purpose of providing useful data for the
surveillance of injury norbidity and nortality.

SECTION 2. Section 41-59-5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:[RF2]

41-59-5. (1) The State Board of Health shall establish and
mai ntain a programfor the inprovenent and regul ati on of energency
nmedi cal services (hereinafter EMS) in the State of M ssissippi.
The responsibility for inplenentation and conduct of this program
shall be vested in the State Health O ficer of the State Board of
Health along with such other officers and boards as may be
specified by |law or regulation.

(2) The board shall provide for the regulation and |icensing
of public and private anbul ance service, inspection and i ssuance
of permts for anbul ance vehicles, training and certification of
EMS personnel, including drivers and attendants, the devel opnent
and mai nt enance of a statew de EMS records program devel opnent
and adoption of EMS regul ations, the coordi nation of an EMS
comuni cations system and other related EMS activities.

(3) The board is authorized to promul gate and enforce such
rul es, regulations and m ni num standards as needed to carry out
the provisions of this chapter.

(4) The board is authorized to receive any funds
appropriated to the board fromthe Energency Medical Services
Operating Fund created in Section 41-59-61 and is further
aut horized, with the Emergency Medical Services Advisory Counci
acting in an advisory capacity, to adm nister the disbursenent of
such funds to the counties, municipalities and organi zed energency
nmedi cal service districts and the utilization of such funds by the
sanme, as provided in Section 41-59-61

(5) The departnment acting as the | ead agency, in
consultation with and having solicited advice fromthe EMS

Advi sory Council, shall devel op a uniform nonfragnmented inclusive
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statew de traunma care systemthat provides excellent patient care.
It is the intent of the Legislature that the purpose of this
systemis to reduce death and disability resulting fromtraunmatic
injury, and in order to acconplish this goal it is necessary to
assign additional responsibilities to the departnent. The
departnment is assigned the responsibility for creating,
i npl enenti ng and managi ng the statew de trauna care system The
departnment shall be designated as the | ead agency for traunma care
systens devel opnent. The departnent shall devel op and admi ni ster
trauma regul ations that include, but are not limted to, the
M ssi ssi ppi Trauma Care System Pl an, trauma system st andards,
trauma center designations, field triage, interfacility trauma
transfer, EMS aero nedical transportation, trauma data coll ection,
trauma care system eval uati on and nanagenent of state trauna
systens funding. The departnment shall take the necessary steps to
devel op, adopt and inplenment the M ssissippi Trauna Care System
Plan and all associated trauma care systemregul ati ons necessary
to inplenent the M ssissippi trauma care system The depart nment
shal | cause the inplenentation of both professional and |ay trauma
education prograns. These trauma educational prograns shal
i nclude both clinical trauma education and injury prevention. As
it is recognized that rehabilitation services are essential for
traumati zed individuals to be returned to active, productive
lives, the departnment shall coordinate the devel opment of the
i nclusive trauma systemw th the M ssissippi Departnent of
Rehabilitation Services and all other appropriate rehabilitation
syst ens.

(6) The State Board of Health is authorized to receive any
funds appropriated to the board fromthe M ssissippi Trauma Care
System Fund created in Section 41-59-75. It is further
aut horized, with the Emergency Medi cal Services Advisory Counci
and the M ssissippi Trauma Advisory Conmittee acting in advisory

capacities, to adm nister the disbursenents of such funds
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according to adopted trauna care systemregul ati ons.

SECTION 3. Section 41-59-75, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:[RF3]

41-59-75. The M ssissippi Trauma Care Systens Fund is
established. Five Dollars ($5.00) collected fromeach assessnent
of Ten Dollars ($10.00) as provided in Section 41-59-61, and any
ot her funds nade avail able for funding the trauna care system
shal | be deposited into the fund. Funds appropriated fromthe
M ssi ssippi Trauma Care Systens Fund to the State Board of Health
shall be made avail abl e for departnent adm nistration and
i npl enentation of the conprehensive state trauma care plan for
distribution by the departnent to designated trauna care regions
for regional adm nistration, for the departnent's traunma specific
public information and education plan, and to provi de hospital and
physi ci an indigent trauma care block grant funding to traum
centers designated by the departnent. All designated traunma care
hospitals are eligible to contract wwth the departnment for these
funds.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2000.
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