M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: \West To: Universities and
Col | eges

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1352
(As Passed t he House)

1 AN ACT TO REQUI RE THE PUBLI C COWUNI TY AND JUNI OR COLLEGES
2 AND STATE | NSTI TUTI ONS OF H GHER LEARNI NG TO DEVELOP STUDENT
3  TRANSPORTATI ON PLANS I N ORDER TO ENSURE THE HI GHEST STANDARDS OF
4  SAFETY FOR STUDENTS TRAVELI NG TO OFF- CAMPUS EVENTS; TO REQUI RE THE
5 STATE BOARD FOR COVMUNI TY AND JUNI OR COLLEGES AND THE BQARD OF
6 TRUSTEES OF STATE | NSTI TUTI ONS OF HI GHER LEARNI NG TO REVI EW THE
7 PLANS OF THE | NSTI TUTI ONS UNDER THEI R JURI SDI CTI ON; TO PRCHI BI T
8 I NSTI TUTIONS FAILING TO SUBM T A PLAN OR CORRECT A PLAN S
9 DEFI CI ENCI ES FROM USI NG STATE- APPROPRI ATED FUNDS FOR TRAVELI NG TO
10 AND FROM OFF- CAMPUS EVENTS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.
11 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
12 SECTION 1. (1) In order to ensure that the students
13 enrolled in the public conmunity and junior colleges and state
14 institutions of higher learning in Mssissippi are afforded the
15 highest standards of safety when traveling to and from offici al
16 school-related activities and events away from canpus, the Board
17 of Trustees of State Institutions of Hi gher Learning and the State
18 Board for Conmunity and Junior Colleges shall require the
19 institutions under their jurisdiction to devel op a student
20 transportation plan. The student transportation plan mnust
21 include, at a mnimm the follow ng:
22 (a) Alisting of the activities and events away from
23 canpus in which students fromthe institution generally
24 participate, the approxi mate nunber of persons officially
25 traveling fromthe canmpus to each activity or event and the
26 vehicle or vehicles generally used to transport students to and
27 fromeach activity or event;
28 (b) A description of the institution's fleet of
29 vehicles used for transporting students to such activities and
30 events, include the make, nodel and seating capacity of such
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vehi cl es;

(c) A listing of persons authorized by the institution
to operate such vehicles and the qualifications of such persons;
and

(d) Any other information required by the Board of
Trustees of State Institutions of Hi gher Learning or the State
Board for Community and Junior Colleges to be included in the
pl an.

(2) The Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher
Learning and the State Board for Conmunity and Junior Coll eges
shal | adopt rules and regul ati ons establishing m ni mum
requi renents for student transportation plans and governing the
subm ssion of plans by the separate institutions to the respective
board for review

(3) The Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher
Learning and the State Board for Conmunity and Junior Coll eges
shall review the student transportation plan for each institution
under its jurisdiction. Upon conpleting a review of an
institution's plan, the board shall either approve the plan or
return it, along with a witten statement of the board's
obj ections and suggestions for correcting the plan's deficiencies,

to the institution.

(4) Any institution failing to submt its student
transportation plan for review to the respective board or failing
to correct a plan that has not been approved nay not use any
state-appropriated funds for the expenses of traveling to and from
any of f-canpus school -rel ated activity or events.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2000.
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