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HOUSE BI LL NO. 1328

AN ACT TO ESTABLI SH THE M SSI SSI PPl COVMUNI TY AND JUNI OR
COLLEGE SCHOLARSHI P PROGRAM FOR STUDENTS MAI NTAI NI NG A 3. 00 GRADE
PO NT AVERAGE; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SS| PPI :

SECTION 1. (1) There is established the M ssissipp

Communi ty and Juni or Col | ege Schol arship Program for eligible
students enrolled in the state-supported conmunity and junior
coll eges of this state.

(2) The tuition of any full-tinme student who is enrolled in
a state-supported community or junior college in the State of
M ssi ssi ppi who has a cunul ati ve grade point average of at | east
3.00 calculated on a 4.00 scal e upon conpletion of no | ess than
twel ve (12) semester hours during the student's first senester
shall be paid by the state on behalf of the student. The naxi mum
award that may be nmade under this schol arshi p program may not
exceed the cost of tuition at the conmunity or junior college in
whi ch the student is enrolled. Students nay receive awards for a
maxi mum of three (3) senesters. However, a student may not
recei ve awards under this programfor greater than sixty-three
(63) senester hours, and any student who has conpl eted an
associ ate or baccal aureate degree is not eligible to participate
in the program Schol arshi ps awarded to nonresidents of the state
may not include any out-of-state tuition assessed by the community
or junior college. For purposes of this section, "tuition" nmeans
the senester charges and all required fees inposed by a community

or junior college as a condition of enrollnent.
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(3) As a condition for renewal of a scholarship, a student
must mai ntain continuous enrollnent in a comunity or junior
col | ege and nust make steady academi c progress toward a
certificate or associate degree, as certified by the community or
junior college's registrar. However, the State Board for
Communi ty and Juni or Col |l eges may grant an exception to the
requi renent for continuous enrollnment in order to allow a student
to participate in a cooperative, internship or foreign study
program Schol arship recipients nust maintain a cunul ative grade
poi nt average of at |east 3.00 cal culated on a 4.00 scale on al
coursework conpleted. Eligibility for renewal of a schol arship
shal | be evaluated at the end of each senester.

(4) The State Board for Community and Juni or Coll eges shal
be the adm ni stering agency of this schol arship program and shal
pronmul gate rul es and regul ati ons necessary to carry out the
pur poses and intent of this section.

(5) Schol arshi p paynents under the M ssissippi Community and
Juni or Col | ege Schol arshi p Program shall be payable to the
reci pient and the conmunity or junior college in which the student
is enrolled and shall be mailed directly to the community or
junior coll ege.

(6) It is the intent of the Legislature to fully fund
schol arships to eligible students under this program |If funds
are insufficient to fully fund scholarships to all eligible
applicants, the board shall award the scholarships to first-tine
students on a first-conme, first-served basis; however, priority
consi deration nust be given to persons previously receiving awards
under the program who are meki ng steady academ c progress toward
conpletion of a certificate program or associ ate degree.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2000.
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