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HOUSE BI LL NO. 1326

AN ACT TO PROVI DE FOR THE CREATI ON OF A CHANNEL MAI NTENANCE
AND BEACH NOURI SHVENT PROGRAM TO EXPRESS THE FI NDI NGS OF THE
LEG SLATURE; TO REQUI RE THE DEVELOPMENT OF A CHANNEL MAI NTENANCE
AND BEACH NOURI SHVENT PLAN BY THE DEPARTMENT OF MARI NE RESOURCES;
TO REQUI RE THE DEPARTMENT OF MARI NE RESOURCES TO | DENTI FY AND
PURSUE FEDERAL FUNDI NG ALTERNATI VES; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
SECTION 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the

"Channel Mai ntenance and Beach Nourishnent Act."”

SECTION 2. The Legislature finds that coastal erosion poses

a threat to the econony, property and general welfare of the
people of the State of M ssissippi. Channel maintenance is
necessary to preserve and enhance the economic stability and
recreational potential of the coastal region. The Legislature
declares it to be a governnental responsibility to nanage and
protect M ssissippi's beaches by reducing the effects of coastal
erosion and to provide for proper channel maintenance. The

Legi slature further declares that channel maintenance and beach
nouri shnment projects are in the public interest. Those projects
shoul d be funded to pronote the use of cost-efficient strategies,
encour age coordi nati on anong federal, state and |ocal governnents
and the private sector, provide for |ong-term solutions and
mnimze the inpact of the environment to the extent possible.

SECTION 3. (1) The Departnent of Marine Resources, referred

toin this act as "departnment,” shall serve as the prinmary state
agency with regard to coordinati ng channel mai ntenance and beach
nouri shnent activities along the M ssissippi Gl f Coast.

(2) The departnent shall devel op a conprehensive | ong-range
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managenent plan for the preservation and nouri shment of
M ssi ssi ppi ' s beaches and for channel maintenance activities. The
pl an shall at a m ni num

(a) Identify areas in which coastal erosion is
threatening the state's beaches and areas where channels are in
need of nmmi ntenance;

(b) Identify the causes of coastal erosion, estimte
erosion rates, and project the long-termerosion potential for
identified beaches;

(c) Evaluate the inpacts of near-shore devel opnment on
coastal erosion and channel mai ntenance needs;

(d) Assess the short-termand | ong-term econom c costs
and benefits of the state's beaches and channel s;

(e) Reconmend appropriate nmanagenent neasures for the
beaches threatened by coastal erosion, including beach nourishnent
proj ects;

(f) Pronote channel sand by-passing to replicate the
natural flow of sand; and

(g) Reconmend channel mai ntenance and beach nouri shnent
projects to the Legislature for funding which ensures the

geogr aphi ¢ coordi nati on and sequencing of prioritized projects.

SECTION 4. (1) The departnent shall identify federa
fundi ng nmechani snms whi ch could be used to fund projects regarding
channel mai nt enance and beach nourishnment. The departnent shal
coordinate with [ ocal governments and other interest groups to
maxi m ze the eligibility of projects for funding and to assist in
the preparation of appropriate financial assistance docunentation.

(2) The departnment nmay apply for, receive and expend
federal, state, | ocal and any other public or private funds for
channel mai ntenance and beach nouri shnent.

SECTION 5. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2000.
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